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O Fair ] Detoriorated [ Ruins {3 Unexposed
(Check Ong)
] Moved (& Originel Site

E Hant Good
CONDITION [J_Excolla b2

{Chock Ono)

§‘ Altered [0 Unaltared

- flat Toppred openﬂﬁng. /The windows on the building are high ana

OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND SRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE
The ivy-clad Cambria Public Library tiﬁigies the Vie-

torian Period of American architecture. ?he 3—sﬁory library

is made of brick in the French Gothic stylé. Rising two stories

and tapering off into a tile foof encased with dormers and

clustered chimneys,_thi% highly ornate building was built in !

1390-1. f

Its entrances c%nsist of recessed double doors behind =

! ,

narrow sash.  Window %intels are cut stone. A datestone indi-

cating the benefagtor;and date of erection is centered on the

front §f the builaihgfjuét above the first floor. I

There are four dormers-on each side of the buillding.

211 of tThe dormers show Gothic influenée, the middle two being
set between a pair of cluster Chimne§s. A smagll stone retailning
wall  surrounds the library on three;;idesfmaking the.gqound |
in the front of the library 2% féet.above'the level of the

street.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . . . [

The Cambria Public Library is significant for several
reasons. First, it came about as a direct result of the

Jolnmstown Flood of 1889. The original library was destroyed

by the flood and Andrew Carngféie.along with the Cambrie

l‘. . v .
Iron Company‘donated'all of the funds to build and maintain

the 11brary untll 1930.

Indicative of Vlctorlan archltecture the Cambria Publie

Library is an example of the emph351s laid on massive style

.and ornamental features. The llbrary stlll contalns mucth

the original woodwork and ralllngs on the inside.

For years the library had been a cultural cehter of
the fown. The 1ibrary was the home of the Beth Zion Forum
Leoturé,'a gymﬁ@asium fo:'the'Jéhnstown~Athletic Associatiorn,
s government éoéuﬁents deﬁositofy, Pennsylvania State Liwary
district center, auditorium forn 300, meeting hall and ors
of thellargér librariés (over 75,000 volumes) in the area.

The building wasp%rtiaiiy destroyed again in the
March 17, 1936 flood. :Despitetnatural diéaéters, the liwrary
has managed ToO surv1ve untll it ceased to function as a 1i-

Dﬁary in late 1971.




- _
< [9. MAJOR BiELIOGRAPHlCAL!EFERENCES- T T T e .* — Jﬁ

‘!@-STATE;JASONQEEmﬁﬂﬁER

Storey, Henry Wilsony History of Cambria County.

McCullough, David G., _The Johnstown Flood .

Wheeler, Jospeh J.. A Study of tne Libravy Building Profien
: at_Johnstown, Pa. S ‘

Shappee, Dr. Nathan D.. Dissertation of Johnstown £loods

Gable, John E. A History of Cambria County.

Doms, Keith and Falgione, Jospph F. Library Study of the

Cambria Public Library.
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1 As the designated Siate Liaison Officer for the Na-

, . hereb ‘ ertify that this propert is inciuded in the
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law T hereby certily tha property

89-665), 1 hereby aominate this property for inclusion National Register.

\ in the National Register and ceriify that it has been
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