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1. Name of Property
historic name Berwind-White Mine 40 Historic District
other names/site number Fureka Mine No. 40, Mine 40

2. Location
street & number See continuation gheef Aot tor publication
vicinity

city, town Scalp Level Borough and Richland Township

state pennsylvania code P county Cambria code 021 zZip code 15963
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
X7 private [ buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-ocal x] district 121 5} buildings
(] public-State [1site 2 1 sites
[T public-Federal ' [ structure 4 4 structures
[ object 0 0 objects
127 56 Totai

Number of contributing resources pravigusly

Name of related multiple property listing:
listed in the National Register ___ QO

n/a
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
D nomination Drequest for determination of eligibility meats the documentation standards tor registering properties in the
Nationai Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requiremenis set forth in 38 CFR Pan 60.
In my opinion, the property Dmeeis does not meet the National Register criteria, DS« continuation sheet.

Signature of certitying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria, D See continuation sheet.

Signaturs of commaenting of other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationat Park Service Certification

t, hereby, certify that this property is:
[ _lentered in the National Register.

D See continuation sheet.
{(icetermined eligibie for the National

Register. D Sae continuation sheet.
[ determined not efigible for the
National Register.

[__liremoved from the National Register.

[other, (explain)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Roughly bounded by the boney pile, the Eureka No. 40 mine site, the
Scalp Level Borough line, and the Berwind-white Farmstead.



* & 6. Function or Use i i
Historic Functions {enter categoﬂ;.r?u instructions}) Current Fun.s (enter categories from instructions)

. -Extraction/Extractive Facilivy = = i

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling ‘ Domestic/Multiple Dwelling
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories trom instructions)

{enter categoriea from instructions)

foundation _Limestane
Other: Utilitarian Industrial Bnildings walis _Steol, weatherboard
Other: Yernacular Worker Honsing . -

root _Steel
other _Asphalt

Vinvyl

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Berwind-White Mine 40 Historic District consists of a mine site
and patch community first erected by the Berwind-White Coal Mining
Company on rural farm land in southern Cambria County between 1902 and
1905. The company extensively modernized the mine site in the late
1920s and early 1940s, as is reflected in the building stock. Located
in Scalp Level Borough and Richland Township, approximately nine miles
southeast of the c¢ity of Johnstown, the historic district has 183
resources, 127 contributing and 56 noncontributing, divided between
utilitarian industrial buildings, vernacular residential dwelling
houses, and two sites, the mine's large refuse or boney pile, and the
lot of a demolished house. Integrity of setting, location, feeling, and
association is excellent. The intact landscape evokes the district's
historic function as a coal facility dating from the first half of the
twentieth century. 1Integrity of design, workmanship, and materials is
good, having been compromised slightly by loss, deterioration, the
addition of a number of mining-related buildings after the period of
significance, and some alteration to window treatments and the
avering of weatherboard siding with vinyl and aluminum in the
district's residential section.

The historic district's layout captures both Berwind-White's quest
for operational efficiency and the area's transformation from rural
farmland to primarily industrial uses. The district runs from southwest
to northeast up a sloping hillside beginning at the Little Paint Creek.
As with most mine sites in the regiocn, the mine operation, Eureka No.
40, occupies the slightly stepped, choice bottom land found on both
sides of the creek. Railroad tracks which transported coal to market,
brought in supplies, and connected Mine 40 to the headquarters town of
Windber, two miles to the south, follow the creek's north bank. The
mine buildings sit above the railroad tracks, facilitating loading.
Across the creek is the high pile of mine refuse, or boney (coal fused
with slate), which forms the resource's backdrop and the district's
southern edge. The boney pile's size, still impressive, has diminished
in recent years, as a local co-generation project reclaims leftover ore.
The company built patch sits mid-way up the hillside above the mine,
while at the top of the hill is a farmstead first worked in the mid-19th
century but used by the coal company during the period of significance
to preoduce goods for the company store. The farmstead's plot forms the
northern boundary of the historic district.

fx ] See continuation shest
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The Eureka No. 40 mine site's résources reflect the three distinct
aspects of the coal mining operations historically associated with the
mine: removal, processing and shipment, and support services. Located
at the site's center are the visually deminant brick powerhouse and
steel frame and concrete coal Processing buildings. The powerhouse
(1906) is a massive double gable brick structure with large round-
arched, 9/9 double hung windows, brick pilasters and brick corbelling.
A number of openings have been bricked over, and at least one new
entrance has been cut into the building, but overall the powerhouse has
good integrity of material, workmanship, and setting.

Ten resources, on both sides of the creek, compose the processing
buildings: on the north side are the steel-frame and -clad rotary dump
(1928) ; the steel-frame and —-clad main conveyor (1928) ; the concrete and
steel separator and hydro plant (1928, 1941); the steel dust collectors
(1928} ; the steel-frame wet plant (1941); and the concrete bins of the
coal drying plant (1941). Across the Paint creek, fronting the boney
pile, are the steel frame, open rock bin (1228) ; the wood frame, steel-
clad rock hoist (1928) ; and the timber frame, steel-clad electric hoist
house (1928).

These buildings are, in general, structurally sound but suffering
from deterioration, with conditions varying from building to building.
The wet cleaning plant is in perhaps the poorest condition, having lost
all its exterior steel clad, although the structural steel skeleton is
solid. The other buildings show a greater integrity of materials. The
major complex, the four story combination conveyor, separator, and hydro
plant retains most of its original exterior materials, including the
multi-light steel window frames (although much glazing is missing) and
gable monitor. 1Inside, the floor is solid, and some of the original
equipment and hoists are present, although not the steel shaker tables
which sorted the coal by size.

Other resources related to the extraction operation include the
upper and lower drift mine openings, located near the site's western
extreme. Each was originally finished with quarry-faced ashlar stone,
but the southern or "empty" drift head has been extensively repaired
with concrete block. Extant Support service buildings include the post-
and-beam car shed, the wood frame, clapboard sided railroad car repair
shop, the stone locomotive barn, the corrugated steel motor boss's
shack, sand tank, powder magazine, and. oil tanks, the wood frame
superintendent's office, and the brick miners’ wash house, One
resource, the brick-walled fan house, a part of the mine's extensive
ventilation system, lies just north of Richland Avenue, a short distance
away from the main body of mine buildings. The miles of railroad tracks
connecting the buildings and the mines, the over 200 hundred abandoned
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mine cars (both wood and steel sided), and the remaining superstructure
for the mine's electrical power system add to the site's integrity and
completeness. However, the company store, which sat just to the east of
the power building, is no longer extant, a fire casualty in the early
1980s.,

In addition to these resources, a number of support service
buildings constructed after the period of significance are also present.
However, due to their small scale and scattered placement, these do not
detract from the mine's historical integrity.

The mine's associated patch communlty, built 1905, rests on the
hillside stretching northeast from the mine. The two street by four
street grid was laid out at an angle to the sloping hillside to minimize
the grade while insuring proper drainage. The patch's houses sit along
the four streets--Wissinger, First, Second, and Third Streets--running
southwest toward the mine. Originally, the company built 110 nearly
identical four bay, two story, wood frame, wood sided doubles devoid of
any decorative detailing. Each featured a full-facade one story front
porch with machine-turned spindles; a two story rear ell; 12" by 24",
four light, double hung windows; and entrances at each corner of the
front facade. Each half had six rooms, three upstairs and three
downstairs. Coal stoves and oil lamps heated and lit the houses. All
were constructed with side facing gables except a few on Wissinger Road,
which feature hipped roofs. A few houses on Wissinger also had two end
chimneys, the rest center chimneys. Few houses have heen lost; 106 of
the workers' houses remain. Today, however, vinyl and aluminum siding
covers the weatherboard siding of most of the houses, a number of
porches have been enclosed, some windows have been altered, and each
half now generally has its own heating unit and side chimney.

Mine 40's narrow, 25 foot wide streets, and the uniform placement
of the identically scaled houses on the very front of the 25 X 135 foot
lots reinforces the patch's original sense of confined conformity.
Historically, open gutters ran down the middle of each dirt street,
creating, along with the odor emanating from fires on the sulphur-laden
boney pile, a foul and unhealthy stench in the town. The installation
of underground sewers, paved roads, and the extinction of the fires has
long-since ended the problem. Similarly, pumps located bhetween
alternate houses, and the outhouses which once stood in every back yard,
have been replaced by modern plumbing. Nevertheless, the town, through
intact streetscapes, limited modifications to the housing, and proximity
to the mine and boney pile, retains much of its early twentieth century
feeling.
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In additicon to the formal grid portion of Mine 40, a number of
other resources are present in the district. On the northwest side of
Wissinger Street are five two story detached houses dating from the
period of significance. One, located at the north corner of junction of
Wissinger Street and Richland Avenue, is the detached, wood frame house
of the mine foreman, the highest ranking company official in Mine 40.
The house's proximity to the mine site provided quick access in the
event of trouble.

At the top of the hillside is one of the farmsteads Berwind-White
purchased in the Scalp Level area for land and mineral rights between
1893 and 18%8. The visually prominent farmstead and the mine site and
patch town laid out below it capture the historic district's
transformation from a rural setting into a bustling twentieth century
coal town and extraction facility. The farm continued, however, to
produce vegetable and dairy products for the company store, and remains
in agricultural use today. The farmstead consists of three contributing
buildings: the two story, five bay, vernacular style farmhouse; the
large, gambrel roof, wood plank barn; the wood frame, gambrel roof milk
shed, currently functioning as a garage; and a noncontributing wood and
concrete block outbuilding. The weatherboard sided farmhouse features
a three bay, one story porch with turned spindles and scrolled, pressed
tin lintels above the double-hung windows. The farm's fields extend to
the north, and form the historic district's northern boundary.

The Mine 40 Historic District has a number of noncontributing
resources, most classified as such because they fall outside of the
period of significance. The largest number consists of 24 house
trailers located in two formerly vacant lots, one just to the north of
Richland Avenue, and the second at the top of First Street. At the
latter site 14 are used by a local furniture store for storage. Neither
grouping detracts greatly from the district's integrity of feeling,
setting, or association. A second concentration of noncontributing
resources (14) are found on the mine site. Of these, 12 were
constructed after the period of significance by Berwind-White or a later
tenant, the Jandy Coal Company. The buildings are scattered in nature
and small in scale, and have minimal effect on integrity of the historic
district.

In addition to the above, 18 residential buildings dating from the
period of significance are classified as noncontributing due to
excessive alterations. Nearly all of Mine 40's residential buildings
have been modified in some respect, primarily through the addition of non-
historic siding, window treatments, and doors.

These cosmetic alterations to quickly built, energy inefficient,
vernacular structures with limited architectural detail are not
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sufficient to classify a building as noncontributing. Instead, a
noncontributing building is defined as one where, in addition to the
cosmetic changes, the scale, massing, and fenestration pattern are also
seriocusly altered. This is limited to a few houses within the district
where either new additions to prominent facades or the enclosing of
front porches with incompatible materlals compreomise the original scale,

massing and ambience.

These noncontributing resources highlighted above do little to
affect the district's integrity. The Berwind-White Mine 40 Historic
District is a highly complete, minimally altered example of a coal
industry resource from the early part of the 20th century. The
combination of mine site, densely built coal patch community, looming
boney pile, and rural farmstead evokes the historic feeling of the
place. The 1ntegr1ty of feeling, location, setting, association, and
workmanship is strong despite some additions and limited alterations to
the building stock. The historic district conveys the area's historic
function as a coal extraction site from the first quarter of the
twentieth century.



8. Statement of Signiticance
Certifying official has considered { nificance of this property in refation to otl-.o:penies:
. [nationally {x] statewide [Jrocatry

Applicable National Register Criteria [x]A [ 18 [Jc [C]o
Critarla Considerations (Exceptions) —a s iJc Cdo [Je JF [Ma

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) . Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry 1905-1942 1908
Community Planning and Development 1928

Cultural Affiliation
i A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a Mindber Limber Company

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Berwind-White Mine 40 Historic District is significant in the
areas of industry and community planning and development, The district
contains Eureka No. 40, one of the Berwind-White Coal Mining Company's
most productive mines in the Windber/Scalp Level coal fields of northern
Somerset and southern Cambria Counties, and the associated patch
community of Mine 40. Eureka No. 40 and the other area mines brought
Berwind-White national prominence and c¢ocal empire status. The modern
coal mining technology employed and updated at the mine site served as
a model for the region, and assured high productivity throughout the
period of significance 1305 through 1942. The associated patch featured
characteristics common to many regional mining communities, and was
illustrative of Windber area miner housing. The combination of the
extant mining resources and patch community make the Berwind-White Mine
40 Historic District a highly distinctive resource exemplifying
bituminous coal extraction in the early part of this century.

The Berwind-White Coal Mining Company began in 1874 when Brothers
Charles and Edward Berwind of Philadelphia joined with a former
Congressman, Judge Allison White, to form Berwind, White, and Company.
Twelve years later, with 21 mines active in Clearfield, Jefferson, and
Centre Counties, the company reorganized and reincorporated as the
Berwind~White Coal Mining Company. A classic late-19th century
corporation, Berwind-White assured its success through vertical
integration and interlocking directorates. The company controlled coal

resources, transportation facilities and equipment, financial
institutions, and other mining related enterprises, while its officers
served on the board of directors of its major customers. Berwindg-

White's most lucrative. association was with the Pennsylvania Railroad,
who helped Berwind-White negotiate a series of contracts to supply coal
for the transatlantic steamship trade in 1875. The company would
virtually monopolize the bunkering and steamship markets by the early
20th century, solidifying Berwind-White's position in the national
bituminous coal industry.

[(x] See continuation sheet
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Berwind-White built its reputation, in part, on the ability to
deliver high-grade coal on a consistent basis. When mine depletion in
the Clearfield region in the late 19th century threatened supply, the
company searched for a steady source of coal. In 1892-1893 Berwind-
White purchased 30,000 acres of valuable coal land in the Windber/Scalp
Level area of northern Somerset and southern Cambria Counties, a part of
the highly productive bituminous Appalachian coal field. Included was
the farm land which would be developed into the mine site and patch
community known as Mine 40.

Between 1897 and 1910 the company opened 13 area mines in the
Windber/Scalp Level Region, Eureka Mines 30 through 42, and designed and
built the town of Windber to serves as its regional headquarters. (See
the Windber Historic District Nomination.) The Windber/Scalp Level
rines, along with a later expansion into West Virginia and Kentucky coal
fields, reputedly made Berwind-White the largest independent producer of
coal in the country. But as one historian notes, the Windber/Scalp
Level coal fields "were chiefly responsible for Berwind-White's claim
for coal empire status early in the century, and throughout the period
1897-1940 occupied a central place in the company's extensive
operations" (Beik, 41).

Eureka No. 40, opened in 1905, played a significant role in
Berwind-White's rise to prominence, One of the largest and best
equipped of the Windber-area mines, Eureka No. 40 accounted for over 22
million tons of coal during its 50 year operational life (1905-55) as a
Berwind-White mine. Only Eureka No. 35 and No. 37, which both operated
longer, accounted for more total tonnage. Mine 40's peak production of
767,921 tons occurred in 1913, a time when the Windber mines accounted
for 90 percent of the company's output. But Eureka No. 40 was a company
mainstay throughout the period of significance 1905 to 1942. Mining
primarily in the Lower Kittanning, or B seam, a coal vein ideal for
steaming due to high carbon and low ash content, Mine 40 generally
achieved the highest production rates of the Windber-area mines. 1In
addition, the farmstead from which the mine sprung supplied vegetables
and dalry products to the company-owned Eureka Department store even as
the mine produced coal.

The extraction difficulties faced in the Windber/Scalp Level coal
fields make the Eureka No. 40's production 1level all the more
impressive. The coal seams were extremely thin, averaging only three or
four feet in width; consequently, a larger area needed to be worked in
order to maintain output. In addition, the uneven seam floor and the
coal's extreme friability made undercutting and blasting, the standard
method of extracting coal, problematic.
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To insure the continuous production of high-quality coal Berwind-
White equipped Eureka No. 40 with the mwmost modern techniques and
equipment available. Benefitting from relatively late industrial
development, the company possessed the capital necessary for heavy
investment in state-of-the-art mining technology, a fact which did not
go unnoticed. The United State Department of Mine's regional inspector
heralded Eureka No 40's opening in September 1905, calling it the model
for small-seamed mines in the region, The mine's newly designed
ventilation system, which replaced the standard forced air method with
a system using overcasts and fans, particularly impressed the inspector.
He concluded that "the arrangements being made in the opening of this
plant for its ventilation, in airways, overcasts, etc., are sufficient
evidence that it will be one of the best" (Hess, 48). Other innovations
included a double-tracked rail system which eliminated extraction
bottlenecks common to other area mines, logically arranged mine
buildings which facilitated movement from mine head to processing
buildings and back again, and construction of the area's most advanced
power plant at the time of its completion in 1906. The plant Supplled
electricity to Mines 30, 31, 32, 35, and 37, as well as Mine 40.

Once operational, coal processing at Eureka No. 40 invcolved three
distinct categories of operations: removal, preparation and shipment,
and supporting services. To remove coal, miners undercut the seam's
base, laid charges, and blasted the coal loose. The coal and boney
(coal fused with slate) was then hand-locaded onto cne-ton coal cars and
moved to the surface through the north or "loaded" drift opening via
electric locomotives. Above ground, the coal was weighed at a no longer
extant wooden tipple, and the miner's pay calculated. The engine and
cars were either returned to the mine via the south or "empty" drift,
placed in the car or locomotive repair shop, respectively, or returned
to their storage barns. Meanwhile, a series of belts and hoists
advanced the ore via the conveyor to the separator, where shaker tables
mechanically sorted the coal by size and cleaned it. Belts and hoppers
moved the end product to Berwind-White's own freight cars for shipment
to market. A separate set of conveyors carried the boney across the
Paint Creek onto piles, which would soon loom over the town.

The basic process remained the same throughout the mine's lifetime.
But Berwind-White continually evolved and improved operations at Eureka
No. 40 to maintain peak production levels, especially in the years
following the First World War, when the coal market declined
dramatically. For example, as the work faces moved further away from
the original drift opening, Berwind-White bored new airshafts to improve
ventilation; upgraded haulage through the use of larger locomotives,
larger and more durable coal cars, heavier grades of railroad track, and
a block and tackle system designed to prevent collisions; and introduced



