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NEWS-HERALD, HI

JUNE 18. 1880.

THE GREAT ' CALAMITY.

further Detalls of the Johnstown
Horror.

Morrible Beenss In the Valley of Death
Thousands of Dodies Buried in the
the Debris of the Rulned Cliy—=A
Peslllence Feared From the
Btench of Decomposing
Bodles,

Jonxsrows, Po., June 4. —Death, ruin and
desolation are but meagre words as applied
o Johnstown proper. Weeping men, women
and children are at all places looking for
thelr dead. From Kerinsvillo to New Flor-
mo, bodica are being ploked out every few

utes. The first tour that has been made
through the southeast end of the town was
made Monday morning. The school house
in the southest part of the town Is now s
morgue and in it arenotless than 250 bodies,
mostof whom are unidentified. Thestreetas
the foot of the hill is patrolled by citizens
with loaded muskets. Without a pass from
General Hastings {4 is Impossible to get to
the morgue. About 500 men are working
bere, clearing away the debris in order %0
make & wagon road for the bodies to be
hauled away from the morgue., In frontof
the school house is posted a list of the dead.

In this part of the town ls.lpcated the
Irish Catholic church and conyent. A re-
mariable story. is told about these sisters.

mass of ruins, “It would be bet-
ter,” they say, ''to permit nature's greateat
soa to © his work

unmaolested than to further decay the horde
of putrifying bodies that lle beneath this
debris. There can be but one result. Days
will elapse before the debris can be suff-
clently removed to permit the recovery of
these bodies, and long ere that every corpse
will be a putrid mass, yielding forth those
frightful emanations of decaying human
flesh that can give but one result—the
dreadful typhus Every battle field has
demonstrated the necessity of the hasty in-
terment of decaying bodies, and the stench
that already arises is o forerunner of the
impending danger. Burn the wreck "

A loud cry of indignation arose from the
Lips of the vast multitude und the warnings
of sclence were lost in the eager demands of
those who sought the remalns of friends,
The hose wns again turned upon the hissing
mass and rapldly the flames yielded to the
water. It is almost impossible to conceive
the extent of these smoking ruins, An ares
af eight or ten acres above the dam s cov-
cred to a depth of forty feet with shattered
houses, borne from the resident center of
Johnstown. In each of these houses it is
ostimntod there were from one to twenty-
five people. This is necepted us data upon
which to estimate the number that perished
on this epot, and if the data be correct the
bodies that lie beneath these ruins must
number hundreds, if not thousands,

Jonx: rown, Pa., June 4. —About eleven p
m, of Thursday, May #0, the storm burst
upon the city of Johnstown and continued
until 11:90 4, m. Friday. At eighta. m. the
torrent began to pour into the eity from the
erecks and rivers, At ten 4. m. there was
no outlet for the people. The first message
from the lnke nt Bouth Fork was received
at ten o, . Friday, that the dam was weak-
ening. But the people, or the few who
heard the report, laughed to scorn this mes-
sage, saying thoy had heard such news be- i
fore. The second came at 11:80 a, m. Itwas
to the efMect that thedam was likely to burst
avany moment, At 2:90 the final message
was received, advising the people to fleo to
the mountains for thelr lives, as the dam
must surely burst within the bhour,

The messages wors held by a few ofcials
about the railroad, who neglocted o sound
the alarm until it was too late, At that
time the water had reached the second story
of some of the dwellings in the lower part
of the eity, All bridges had been swept
away by the avalunche of water pouring
through the eity., The warnings, which
were reoeived in ample time for all to have
escaped, were sneered at and cast aside as
being an old story. At 8:80 the whistles
and bells gave warning that the dam had
broken, but then it was too late, There
was a roaring sound, and before the people
could realize the danger the water was
upon them lo o mass, carrying every thing
before it.  Had they taken the warning in
the morning from the messages received,
thousands of lives would have been saved.

Yesterday o corn patehof about an acre
in extent at Nineveh was dug over by a vol-
uuteer foree nnd 183 corpses were uncov-
ered, The muenner in which the ghastly
find wns made was purely sccidental, A
man wilking over the field kickedutnclump
of gurland; overturned It and uncovered a
woman's fuce. This indicated a rich find
and the people around were callod to assist,
with the results above stated. This in.
creases the list of dend at Nineveh to 280
The dead were found under about four foet
of alluvial deposit,

Pirrsnunau, June 4, —There have been be-
tween 4,000 and 5,000 coMins sent or ordered
to be sent from Pitteburgh. Of these 2,900
weare sont yesterday morning. At noon an
order was given for 2,000 more. The relief
committee hus received a telegram from the
New York and Brooklyn Casket Com
ﬁo‘larlu two car l‘:ug::‘;l caskets and

e them. Only the
euLu are :in. sent to Johnstown,
force of undertakers has no time to
rough boxss. Another firm has Mﬂﬂ
The
is

oaskets and 600 shrouds,
that there s a coffin

. OGovernor Boaver has jssued a
tion, in which he says: “The

Jonxsrowx, Pa,, June 5.—A large force
of workmen {s now for the firss
in the work of systematically rescuing
the bodles from among the ruins at the rall-

The fires are nearly extin-
and unless they break out again
will progress rapidly. The bodies
taken from the ruins are horrible objects.
Raocognition 1is {mpossible on socount
of the horrible mamnner in which the
flames have mutilated them. The smell
of purifying and burned fleah is terrible and
several of the workmen have already been
compelled to leave thelr work on account of
slokness. With this condition of affairs
taken into consideration, together with the
fact that work on the immense quantity of
debris has just the weather growing
warmer and s week or more must elapse be-
fore the stupendous task ls completed, the
awful dangers of anm epidemic and horrors
of the situstion are mot pleasant to contem-

harrowing soenea which have been
tified with the morgue still continue
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Delay is no longer possible, The decom-
corpses will inevitably broed pesti-
lence if longer exposed to theair. At the
firat break of dawn Tuesday morning orders
were ssued to push preparations for the
glgantic burial with all possible speed,
Where there is no reasonable hope for iden-
tification the bodies will be buried at once.
The most definite account which has yet
been recgived concerning the condition of
the villages slong the Conemnugh to Btony
Creok and Bouth Fork wus given by the
members of a rellef commitiee from Alll-
ance, 0. Prof, R. B, Hudson, one of thelr
members, sald: “The scencs nlong the up-
per vivor ure 8o horrifying that the mere
parration would nuuseate one. Wo discoy-
ered 103 bodies along the bed of Btony
Creek, lying in all sorts of positions and
showing the mosat desperate wounds. Nearly
all the corpses were of women and children,
The men scemed to have been nt work and
to have regarded the warning, The women
and children were totally: unaware of the
gravity of the on.coming flood, There
were quite twice as many bodles 1ying be-
tweaen Johnstown and South Fork as at any
other place, save the Johnstown railrond
bridge.”

Prrrsnencn, June 5, — It appears that
oach pussing hour but adds additional hor-
vors and dangers to the catustrophe. Not
only has the flood swept from the face of
the earth thousands of people and millions
of treasure, but the destroyed now threaten
to become the destroyers.  Seattered nlong
the Allegheny and its tributarios from Pitts-
burgh to the scene of the disaster, some on
the shore, many in the eddies and pools,
others lodged ngainst the driftwood or
buried in the mud and sand, lle hundreds of
buman bodies and dead anhmals. In ad-
ditlon to this can be counted the disease-
breeding matror from cesspools, ole,

Pittsburgh's water supply comes from the
washings from the infected district, creat-
Ing a new danger in the way of an epidemie,
Steps have leen taken to avold this, The
sommittee at Johustown has telegraphed to
Washington for o sauitary corps, and the
State Hoard of Health has telogropued
orders for n posse to commence cloaring the
river at once, Citlzens whom nocessity com-
pels to use the water have been urged to
bxort every precaution. A small steamoer
startod from this city yesterday to explore
the Allegheny river as far ns the mouth of
the Kiskiminitas, From that point the
search will be continued in rowboats.

A flve-pound can of dynumite was ex-
ploded yesterday among the wreckage st
the second pier of the west ond of the stone
bridge. Beyond a terrific veport it failed to
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lies at once. At noon 9,000 persons had reg-
istered. Thers were 20,500

When the work of registration s finished,
which muay be to-night, then it will be
known how many persons are misaing. The
work Is very carefully and thoroughly done,
special eare heing tuken to prevent duplica
tions, Buperintendent Morgan, of the Cam-
bria Iron Company, who s regarded as an
exceptionally level headed man, returned
yesterday from a tour of the entire flooded
district. He declared that only about 15,000
pérsons are now alive where 20,500 lived and
had their being before the flood.

Adjutant General Hastings maintains that
the death list may not exeesd 8000, and of
this number he thinks 8,000 bodies will never
be recovered. Mr. McConnaughy, thechief
of the bureau of registration, says heis con-
vinced that the number who perished is
fully 10,000 or motre,

Sovtn Fork, Pa., June 5.—It was John G.
Parke, an excellent civil engineor of Phila-
delphia, who first saw the danger that
threatened the valley by the bursting of the
dam. Early Friday morning he discovered
that the waters would have to have an ad.
ditional outlet or the dam would give way.
Hastily securing a force of thirty Ital-
fans he set to work to preparc an-
other sluice. In half» an  hour his
purpose had been accomplished, but still the *
water continued to rise. Giving orders to
his men to cut another outlet, Mr., Parke
jumped on his horse and started at a break-
necle speed to warn the village below. As
he rode he warned the people on every hand
of their dauger. Soon hundreds of families
were flecing to the hills for safety. Reach-
ing Bouth Forlk station, he telegraphed tho
warning to Johnstown. Some hepded the
warning; others lnughed at it

Joxustowxy, I'a., June 6.—In the midst of
this scenoe of death and desolation, & relent-
ing Providence scems to be exerting a sub-
duing influence, Bix days have clapsed
since the great disaster and the temporature
still remains low and chilly in the Cone-
muugh valley, When itis rememberod that
in the ordinary Juno weathor of this locali-
ty from two to three days are sufficient to
bring an unattended body to a degree of de
cay and putrefaction that would render iu
almost impossible to prevent the spread of
disease throughout the valley, the inestima-
ble benefits of this cool wenther are almost
beyond appreciation, The emanstions from
the hall mile of debris above the bridge are
but little more offensive than Tuesday, and
should this cool weather continue a few
days longer it is possible that hundrods of
bodies may yet be recovered from the wreck
in such a state of preservation as to render
identification possible. Many hundreds of
victims, however, will be roasted and
charred into such shapeless musses as to
preclude all chunce of recognition by thelr
pearest relatives,

The work of clearing up the wreck and
recovaring the bodies is now beimg con-
ducted most systematically, Over men
are at work in the various portions of the
valley and cach gang of twonty men s di-
rected by a foreman who Is under orders
from general headquartors, As tho rubbish
is gone over nnd the boxes und scattored ar-
ticles of value recovered, the debris is piled
up in one high mass and the torch applied.
In this way the valley is rapldly assuming
& leas devustated condition. In twenty-four
hours more every mass of rubbish will
probably have been searched, and the fn-
vestigations will be confined to the smoking
wreck above Johnstown bridge,

The first body taken from the ruins yes-
terday waa that of a boy, who was found in
the debris ncar the b He was badly
bruised and burped. remains were
taken to the
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. iron struoture, Is also destroyed.
muumwdmm buried in

The work of removing the debris ls
pushed as rapidly as possible. The majority
of arrests made thus far have been for
:atty offenses, such ua stealing from private

ouses, and suspiclous characters refusing
to work. There is no doubt, however, in
spite of all precautions, but that the bodles
of the dead have been mutilated by rufMans
to remove rings and other valuables.

The Fourteenth Rogiment, reinforced
Weodnesday untll it is now 600 strong, is
still camped in freight cars bayond the de-
pot opposite the lato eity proper. Bpace Is
rapidly being cleared for its tenta, however,
near the ruins of the Catholie church,
which was on fire when the deluge came.
Early yosterday morning the regiment went
into service, Company F was detailed to
Cambrla City, where the element of ruffian-
fsm, meeting thut of desperation, foreshad-
ows astorm. During the day many people
of questionable character were escorted out
of the city limits, .

From Johnstown up the valley easy com-
munication hns been opened as far as Cone-
maugh, two miles, and it is possible for any
one hare to readily behold a sight ever be-
fore scen in this world, and which no one
who does mnot see it himself will never be
lieve did really exist. Itis described hero
aswell as words can desoribe it, but merely
as a duty to history and not with the idea
that anyone who cun not look at It will
ever think it true. Every one has seon the
light iron beam shafts and rods in o factory
Iying in n twilsted, broken and criss-cross
shape after o fire has destroyed the factory.
In the gap above Johostown the water has
pleked up u four-track rallroad covered
with trafns—frelght and passenger—and
with machine shops, & round house and
other heavy buildings with heavy contents
and has torn the terack to plecos, twisted,
turned and crossed it as five nover could, It
has tosscd huge freight locomotives like
barrels, und cars like paoking boxes, torn
them to pleces and scattored them over
miles of territory. It has in one place put
a stream of water a block wide between the
railroad und the bluff, nad in another pluce
it has chinped the courso of the river ns fur
in the other direction and lefta hundred
yards inland the tracks that formerly
skirted the banls,

There is little to indicate the lete pres-
enceof nruilroad from here to the upper
part of the Ceonomaugh. The little plain
into which the gap widened have, and in
which stood the bulk of the town, is wiped
out, Thereis not the slightest indleation
that the conter of the plain wns anything
but a flood.wushed guleh in some méuntain
reglon, At theupper end stands a fantastio
collection of rained railroad eguipments.
Three trains stood there when the flood
swept down the valley, Ou the outside was
o local passenger, with three cars and a lo-
comotive, It stands there yet., The ocars
were tilted by the washing of tho track,
but are comparatively uninjured. Two
more locomotives have been run into the
sand bank in front. A freight train stood
on the track whereon n large collection of
smashed cars has its place now. It was
hroken all to pleces, side of all this was
the day express, with baggnge and ex-
press cars, and at the end threo vestibule
¢urs,

It was from this train thota number of
pussengers were lost, Bome of the freight
cars were loaded with limo und quickly had
the cars blazing. Three of the veatibule
cars burned down to the trucks. "Those and
the peculiar shaped iron frames of the vesti-
bules are all that show where the cars

The reason the flood did not wipe out these
three trains entirely is supposed ”lhh -
em
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vale and Cambris

At T:40 o'clock yesterday morning
blast of gunpowder was fired at the
It proved more effective thamany
charges of dynamite heretofore used,
hurled fragments of debris two hund:
feet into the air. Mingled with it was a
round fragment, which looked like the
trunk of o human body. It fell back into
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could be pulled in. Explosion after explo-
sion of dynamite followed the biast of gun-
powder, the detonutions coming so close to-
gether that they might alinost be taken for
the continuous dischurge of heavy guns.
An opening four hundred feet long, which
runs back in some places fifty feet, was
made during the afternoon.

There will be no inquest held on the bodies
of the thousands of residents of the Cone-
maugh valley who lost their livea in the
world's unprecedented catastrophe, The
law of the State does not require such an
Investigation and the responsibility of the
disaster, which can be direcctly charged to
tho insecure wall which beld the wall of the
Conemaugh lake, will never ba legally do.
termined unless survivors should take inde-
pendent action. All reports that arrange-
ments for an inquest had been commenced
are untrue.

When the Gautler steel mill of the Cam-
bria Iron Company closed down at ten
o'clock last Friday morning nearly 1,400
men left the works, When the men yester-
day answaored the noticethat all should pre-
sent themsclves ready for work, only 457 re-

ported,

Prrrspunon, June 7.—The general rellef
committee in this city gives out the follow-
Ing: *“Hon, W. Flynn, in charge of our la-
borers at Johnstown, reports that it will re-
quire 10,000 men for thirty days with all
modern applisnces to clear the wrecksalong
tho ten miles of destruction, take out the
corpses and carcasses of dead animuls and
place the city in safe sanitarv .condition.
This will cost double the amount now in the
hands of the committes, which does not in-
clude the relief for the suffering and desti-
tute, which is very great, all of which has
been carefully sttended to. The destitute
are brought to this city, fed, clothed, housed
or sent free to friends all over the land. We
ask that the gencrous subscriptions which
are coming from all over the country be
continued until sufiicient funds are pro-
vided to complete the above worlk, of which
duo notice will be given through thepress,”

Morris, Tioga County, is a total wreck.
The Dover mills and the Blackwell mills are
gone and many dwellings and other build-
ings swept away. Tho Pine Creek railrond
track is torn away and a large amount of
the embankment washed away just west of
this city. At Baladaysburg houses andipllls
were flooded and In some instances moved
and greatly injured. Many bridges were
carried away and great destruction caused
at overy point. All nlong the lina of the
Philadalphia & Rending track through the
city destruction meets tho eye, many oars
having been lifted from the track and torn
in pleces. The numbor of houses toppled
into heaps of rubbish can not yet be stated,
but it is quite large. Along the entire river
front lumber and other drift are piled up as
high na the houses, A car load of coal was
carrled a distance of five miles nnd laft
sticking on top of a plece of the hoom.

JorNsTows, June 8.—"*Ave the horrors of
the flood to give way to the torrors of the
plaguel” is the question that is now agitat-
ing the wvalley of the Conemaugh. Friday
opoened warm and sultry and the stench that
assalls one's scnses ns he wanders through
Johnstown is almost overpowering. Blok-
ness, in spite of the precautions and hercu-
lean labors of the sanitary authorities, is on
the increase and the fears of epldemio grow
with the hour.

“It is our Im on,” sald Dr, T, L.
White, assistant to the Btate Board of
Health, yes morning, “that there is
golag to ba slokneas here within the
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captured 8 man who hnd been prowling
through the wrockage. In his pockets were
found #15,000° worth of notes and drafts,
many of them negotinble. Worlk was
terday on the ruins of the Hurlburt
ouse, Of the fifty-six guests at this hotel

-3

Bo far as known only eighteen bodies were
recovered ynsterday in the Conemaugh val-
ley. One of these was a poor remnant of
humanity that was discovered in the center
of a road over which wagons had been pass-
ing for the past fort{-cig‘ht hours. The
heavy vehicles had sunk deeply in the sand |
and broken nearly every bone in the body
of the unfortunate. It was Impossible to
{dentify the corpse and It was tuken to the
morgue and orders issued forits burial. Bo
overwhelming is the stench that the u
takers often hurriedly performed thoi
of washing s body and preparing 4t for
burial, and retreated to the yard to awals
the arrival of the next ghastly find.

Alex B, Campbell, a New York deteoiive,
who is here acting under General ngs,
returned yesterday from a three-miile to

the country, where he located thirty-six '
‘barrels of flour, Toams and men were sent
out to bring the stuff in. The house of Mrs,
Mills and the house of Jacob Btutzman, Mr,
Campbell says, are stocked with enough
provisions to last them months, He also
located & house in Prospect which s well
stocked with dinmonds aud other valuables.
All were taken from the wreck. Dospite
the vigilance of the guards and the best
means employed by those In charge people
get through the lines and over the wreck-
age, where they pilfer unmolested.

1t Is feared at the Red Cross Corps head-
quarters that the flood has left a parting
curse hovering over the Conemaugh valley
in the form of the dread disease diphtheria.
The attentions of the medical people are now
directed to Kernvlille, where the Red Cross
makes no socret of a prevalling epidemie. jf
Miss Clara Barton and Dr, O'Nelll, of the
Red Cross, decided to establish a hospital |
at Kernville and after much trouble with
the loeal authorities secured a site and
erected their hospital tents, with Dr. Berns,
of Philadelphin, in charge. This morning

will be pr%md toreceivethe patients,
of which there I8 a large number,

The Penusylvania Children's Ald A
of Philadelphin, is represented hers, Thelr
object i{s to find all the orphans and home-
less waifs and obtain homes for them,

. JORNBTOWN AB IT WAH,

The telegraph nctounts of the disaster at
Johnatown have given little or no informa-
tion of the town itself, so that the followl
brief summary of its former population an:
manufacturing industries will be read with
interest and also nid in guinln§ u clpar aud
of the nature and extent of the pro
destroyed:

Johnstown was a beautiful manufscturing
town, situated in tho valiey 'ﬂ the Conemaugh, Ji
» n‘g d by Immensa hi The

& borough preaurwuuboutﬁ‘ y
ulation :’ the clty was in reaiity
%‘ spread nlang all tho valloys
sides in the neighborbood. The Pennay
and Baltimore & Ohio ratlrosds rono '
torn.th:mununeolm Pennaylvanio passil.,

% - .
The + manufsoturing establishment of
Johnstawn was the Osmbris iron aud steel
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