Special points of

interest:

e Spring Clean-Up will
be May 12th or May
13th with your regular
garbage pickup. All
items must be bagged,
boxed or bundled for
easy handling and
must be curbside by
6:00 a.m. There will be
no return trips. Items
that will not be picked
up include batteties,
tires, auto body parts,
paint cans, construc-
tion materials or haz-
ardous/demolition
materials.  Refrigera-
tors, freezers or air
conditioners will be
taken only after Freon
is properly removed
and with proper certi-
fication. There will be
a dumpster in the
municipal bldg. rear
patking area to dis-
pose of televisions.
Borough Office will
be closed May 25,
September 7, Novem-
ber 26, November 27
and December 25,
2015.

All garbage collec-
tions will be picked
up one day late the
week of May 25,
2015 and the week of
September 7, 2015.
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOROUGH MANAGER

In September 2014’s news-
letter, I provided you with
some initial information
regarding the various sewer
projects going on through-
out the local communities,
including Southmont Bot-
ough. This newsletter
serves to provide you with
updated information.

To begin with, you have
likely noticed that your
sewer bill from Johnstown
Regional Authority (“JRA”)
is now a flat $27.00/mo.
This will be your monthly
bill regardless of the
amount of water you use
for the foreseeable future.
This $27.00/mo rate was
created by the jJRA Board
implementing  Resolution
4149 in December 2014,
which placed all municipali-
ties into certain rate catego-
ries. Southmont was
placed in rate category “B,”
which provides that all resi-
dential customers of South-
mont will be billed the
$27.00/mo. rate.  Other
local municipalities who are
in rate category B: West-
mont  Borough, Upper
Yoder Township, Lower
Yoder Township, Stony-
creek Township, Richland
Township.

In order to receive JRA’s
category B rate, Southmont
was required to enter into a
Consent Order and Agree-
ment (“COA”) with Penn-
sylvania’s Department of
Environmental  (“DEP”).
The COA was executed on
January 13, 2015. In es-
sence, the COA requires
Southmont to engage in a
system wide sewer rehabili-
tation project to repair or
replace all public sewer
mains and laterals within
the public right-of-ways.
Southmont intends to fi-
nance the construction pro-
ject via low interest financ-
ing from PENNVEST.
However. PENNVEST
will not actually approve
financing until DEP ap-
proves the engineering and
design of the entire project.
Therefore, Southmont ac-
quired a $2 million dollar
revolving line of credit to
cover the costs of the initial
phases of engineering and
design.

In addition to rehabilitation
of the public sewer mains
and laterals, DEP has also
mandated that Southmont
adopt an ordinance requir-
ing testing of private sewer
laterals (televising or pres-

sure) upon transfer of
property ownership. The
exact ordinance and pro-
cess is still under review,
but the basic requirements
would necessitate that a
Southmont representative
be given access to your
home to inspect basements
and that the home’s sewer
lateral pass a test, either
pressure or televising, be-
fore the property could be
transferred. If a lateral
failed the test, then the lat-
eral would need repaired/
replaced prior to the prop-
erty being transferred.
Southmont will provide
more information as the
process is fnalized with
DEP.

Southmont anticipates the
project going out for bid
sometime in  June/July
2016. After bids are ac-
cepted, construction will
begin. A full-time Project
Manager will be on site
during the construction.
Southmont  will  likely
schedule a public forum
meeting to provide more
details to the public as con-
struction date gets closer.

- Richard Wargo

Southmont Borough Centennial

In 2019, Southmont Bor-
ough will celebrate its 100th
Anniversary. To commem-
orate this event, there are
plans to create a booklet of
the history of the borough.

Any individuals (in South-
mont or elsewhere) who
may have historical infor-
mation, photos, or other
noteworthy items may call
the borough office at 255-

3104. Any information will
be greatly appreciated.




NOISE ORDINANCE
Southmont Borough Ordinance No.
449 regulates excessive noise. Prohibit-
ed noise, within the meaning of this
ordinance is defined to include the
following:

® Use of a horn or other warning
device otherwise than as a reason-
able warning.

e The playing of any radio, or any
musical instrument in a manner to
annoy or disturb the quiet.

® Yelling, shouting, hooting, whis-
tling or singing on the public
streets to annoy or disturb the
quiet.

e Permitting any animal, bird or
fowl in one’s possession or under
one’s control to make any fre-
quent or long continued noise.

The erection, demolition, altera-
tion or repair of any building, the
excavation of streets or highways,
 or the use of z;n); ‘mowers, leaf
blowers or other such noisy devic-
es between the hours of 9:00 p.m..

and 7:00 a.m.

Please be courteous to your neighbors
and keep noise to a2 minimum.

With warm weather just around the
corner, please remember you must
carry clean-up equipment when you
are walking your dog. According to
Otrdinances #374 and #419,

e No person shall permit their dog
to run at large upon public places,
streets, alleys, sidewalks, or pri-
vate property of others.

® Dogs must be restrained with a
leash not exceeding 6 feet in
length at all times while on public
places.

e No person shall allow their ani-
mal to defecate on said properties
without immediate cleanup,
removal, and proper disposal of
feces.

Violators are subject to fines and
penalties.

Please keep our
community look- g
ing nice.

BEFORE YOU DIG

Before tree planting or doing any oth-
er digging, simply call 811. This na-
tional number will route your call to
an operator who will then determine
any affected utility companies in your
area. A professional locator will be
sent within a few days to mark your
lines. This precaution can save lives
and the huge expense of repair in case
you would damage buried utilities.

TENANT/LANDLORD
REGISTRATION

Just a reminder to all tenants and rental
property owners, you must file a landlord/
tenant registration form when any tenant
moves into or from the Borough of South-
mont. This is to make sure we have current
rental property owner information at all
times in case any issues arise. There are no
fees and forms may be picked up at the
borough office or can be found on the
borough web'site=

-southmontborougitcom ==

Sidewalks & Curbs
Current Borough Ordinance (#'s 39, 397 and 403) provides that all owners (or
agent of owner), with property abutting or fronting upon any street, are required
to keep the public walkway immediately abutting their property in good repair.
The Borough will inspect and the property owner will be notified that repairs are
necessary. If not done by the property owner, the Borough will contract to have

the work done at the property owners expense.

Arbor Day Foundation Names Southmont Tree City USA

Southmont, PA was named a 2014 Tree
City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in
honor of its commitment to effective ur-
ban forest management. This is the 25th
year Southmont has earned the national
designation.

Southmont achieved Tree City USA recog-
nition by meeting the program’s four re-
quirements: a tree board or department, a
tree-care ordinance, an annual community
forestry budget of at least $2 per capita
and an Arbor Day observance and procla-

mation.

The Tree City USA program is sponsored
by the Arbor Day Foundation, in partner-
ship with the U.S. Forestry Service and the
National Association of State Foresters.

“Everyone benefits when elected officials,
volunteers and committed citizens in com-
munities like Southmont make smart in-
vestments in urban forests,” said Matt
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day
Foundation. “Trees bring shade to our

homes and beauty to our neighborhoods,
along with numerous economic, social and
environmental benefits.”

Cleaner air, improved storm water man-
agement, energy savings and increased
property values and commercial activity
are among the benefits enjoyed by Tree
City USA communities.

More information on the program is avail-
able at arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.

Arlx)r Day Foundation
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West Hills Regional Police

The West Hills Regional Police De-
partment operates under the supervi-
sion of Chief Michael W. Lose. He is
assisted by Captain/Criminal Investi-
gator George Musulin, IIT and Edward
F. Fisher, who was recently promoted
to the position of Sergeant, and Ad-
ministrative Assistant Judy Fetcko.
Residents should contact the office if
they have any questions, information
or concerns, as the major objective of
the West Hills Regional Police is to
protect, serve and assist the residents
of Southmont Borough and all mem-
ber municipalities.

Chief Lose recently implemented a
Ride-Along Program in which an indi-
vidual may ride with an officer for a
four-hour interval once every quarter.
If anyone has an interest in participat-
ing in this Program, they must contact
Chief Lose, who will meet with the
applicant to provide a copy of the
Ride-Along Program Policy and the
Ride-Along Request Form. Upon
completion of the pertinent paper-
work, a ride-along will be scheduled
with one of the Officers. It should be

noted that it is not necessary to be a
resident of a member municipality to
participate in this Program, but Chief
Lose will make the final determination
regarding whether the interested indi-
vidual is eligible to participate.

The West Hills Regional Police will
take part in the “Buckle Up PA Pro-
ject” from May 18 through May 31 in
conjunction with the North Central
Highway Safety Network. Officers will
monitor traffic and stop vehicles for
traffic violations, at which time they
will also check for seat belt usage.
There will be a “zero” tolerance for
anyone not using a seatbelt, and cita-
tions and fines will be issued.

As everyone is aware, identity theft
and telephone scams continue to be a
major problem. The media reports

various types of incidents on a regular
ved
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Hills Police headquarters several times
a week from residents who want to
report scams or potential scams. Of-
ficers warn everyone to be alert. DO
NOT give personal information to

o rene oy ~ W
Caud arl iccaived at Vvest-

anyone you don’t know. Be aware that
the IRS does not call; they send letters
when there is a tax problem. If you
receive a call that you won a substan-
tial amount of cash and all you have to
do to claim the prize is send a minimal
amount of money or a “green card”,
remember, “if it sounds too good to
be true, it generally is.” Also remem-
ber, swindlers prey on unsuspecting
people. Please do not let yourself be-
come a victim.

The Administrative Staff of the West
Hills Regional Police Department is
available between the hours of 8:30
am. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The West Hills Regional Police
provide 24/7 coverage, and an Officer
can be contacted at any time by calling
either the non-emergency 9-1-1 num-
ber of 1-800-281-1680 or the office

~number of 255-4145. If an emergency

occurs, residents should immediately
dial 9-1-1. Report any suspicious activ-
ity when it is occurring, not hours or
days later. It is much easier for an
Officer to identify and arrest a perpe-
trator if he responds immediately.

Southmont Volunteer Fire Company

The

mont

South-
Volun-
teer Fire Com-
43RD ANNUAL

pany  invites

FIREMEN'S you to you
JUBILEE MAY 25 |43rd  Annual
THRU MAY 30, |Firemen’s Jubi-
2015 lee May 25 thru

May 30, 2015

at the South-

mont Ball Field

along State Street. The Jubilee will
“kick-off” at 5:00 p.m. on Memorial
Day (Kitchen opens at 4:00 p.m. with
a Special Food Deal). Pay One Price
Ride Specials will be every day until
10:00 p.m. the Jubilee will be open

Tuesday through Friday evenings
starting at 6:00 p.m. The kitchen will
open Tuesday through Friday at 5:00
pm. We will open Saturday at 5:00
p-m. (Kitchen opens at 4:00 p.m. with
a Special Food Deal).

The Fire Company will be operating
the festival kitchen with delicious
food! The Firemen’s Parade will be
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. The parade
starts on Diamond Blvd. at Orchard
Street, proceeds down Diamond Blvd.
onto Leila Street, left onto Helen
Street and continues down State Street
to the Jubilee grounds.

Our Annual Grand Prize Drawing will

include a 1st Prize of $500, 2nd Prize
of $300, and a 3rd Prize of $100. The
Grand Prize Drawings will be held on
Saturday night at 10:00 p.m. In addi-
tion, there will be nightly prize draw-
ings for $50. The winners need not be
present. As in past years, we greatly
appreciate and can always use help at
the Jubilee. Several residents volunteer
their time to help us at our Jubilee. If
you are interested in helping, or for
more information, please phone us at
255-2633. If no one answers, please
leave your name, phone number and a
brief message on the answering ma-
chine and we will return your call, as
soon as possible.
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Ewald; Councilmembers

1 YES, I want to sponsor a tree and help Southmont Borough renew its

| Urban Forest. Enclosed is a check for $100.00 or more.
1

1
1
1
:
| Address :
1 1
1 Name for whom the tree is planted i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

SHADE TREE COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Robert Morgan, Chairman; Sheree Speicher & Herb

E YES, I would like to contribute to Southmont Borough’s Urban
) Forest Project, in the amount of $

1
L Name,

! Address

Contributions are tax deductible and very much appreciated by all who enjoy the beauty and tranquility of the Southmont Borough Urban Forest.




