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Message from the Borough President, Kevin L. Pile

G e When Do I Need a Zoning
Special points of Permit?
Lrl;_e_@.s.t_ ' The Southmont Borough

. Zoning Officer is responsible

| for the issuance of building

. Arbor Day—Aprll
29 2006

. Sprmg Clean -up
- May 17th & 18th,
with regular pick-

up

permits for any type of con-
struction such as: Single Fam-
| ily Residence, Commercial

# Establishment, Swimming
Pool, Fence, Deck, Porch,
Garage, Shed, Gazebo, Addi-

= tion, Pavilion, Roof over

! Porch or Deck, Storage Build-
{ ing, Etc. (Note: Thisisonlya

| partial list of permits required.
Please contact the borough office
| for further information.)

Fall Items

- Fall Brush Clean-
up is scheduled for
_the third week in

October, every
year. '

Whatever your plans may
" be for construction, please take
& the time to contact the Bor-

- ough Office at 255-3104, to

- Leaf Collection/
at curb side Octo-
_ber thru November
B0th o

General

The single best thing
you can do for trees is to
To deter skunks from
around your house mlx;
~ 5 parts of ammoma to
-one part water and set -
-contamers out

" try to duplicate the mulch
which nature provides in
the forest. Apply about

| 4” (no more) of composted
wood chips, leaves or other

organic matter round the
base of the tree. Circle the

determine what type of permit is
necessary. You may also check
out Southmont Borough’s web
page at
ww.southmontborough.com for
pertinent information, as well as

the necessary application forms:

Southmont Borough Municipal
Building Closed

Good Friday—April 14, 2006
Memorial Day—May 29, 2006
Independence Day—July 4, 2006
Labor Day—September 4, 2006

Mulch Your Trees

‘ Election Day—Tuesday, May

16, 2006

- ""‘%
T

Don’t forget to vote. Make
your vote count.

. Borough Residents that own

dogs should read Ordinace
No. 460, by visiting
www.southmontborough.com.

Many of Southmont Ordi-
nances are on the webpage and
are downloadable for your use.
If you get a chance visit the
webpage!

tree at least three feet in M Muich shauld
uich is be spread to 3
diameter. Keep mulch away :ept away diameter of af
form trunk.
from the bark. Mulch con- least 3 feet.

serves moisture, cools the

soil, and prevents erosion.

M
i H'm v

Maxnmum dep[h
of 310 4 inches.
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' BEFORE you prune,

- trimor remove any tree

in the “"Borough Right
‘of Way”, you must
obtain a permit. The

permit is free, but
necessary to insure
proper attention is
_given to “our” shared
. treasure. Please call
“ the Borough office at
~255-3104. =

There are times when the size and shape
of a shade tree need to be controlled. With
care and skill, this can be accomplished
without marring the tree’s beauty or useful-

Topping is the abso-
lute worst thing you
can do for the health
of your tree.

Why NOT to “Top”

- Eight Good Rea-
sons

1. Starvation:
Good pruning prac-
tices rarely remove
more than 1/4 t0 1/3
of the crown, which
in turn does not
seriously interfere with the
ability of a tree’s leafy
crown to manufacture
food. Topping removes so
much of the crown that it
upsets an older tree’s well-
developed crown -to-root
ratio and temporarily cuts
off its food making ability.

Shock: A tree’s crown is
like an umbrella that
shields much of the tree
from the direct rays of the
sun. By suddenly remov-
ing this protection, the
remaining bark tissue is so
exposed that scalding may
result.

Insects and Disease:
The large stubs of a
topped tree have a difficult

time forming callus. The
terminal location of these
cuts, as well as their large
diameter, prevent the tree’s
chemically based natural
defense system from doing
its job. The stubs are highly
vulnerable to insect invasion
and the spores of decay
fungi.

Weak Limbs: At best, the
wood of a new limb that
sprouts after a larger limb is
truncated is more weakly
attached than a limb that
develops more normally.

Rapid New Growth: The
goal of topping is usually to
control the height and
spread of a tree. Actually, it
has just the opposite effect.
The resulting sprouts are far
more numerous than nor-
mal new growth and they
elongate so rapidly that the
tree returns to its original
height in a very short time—
and with a far more dense

and dangerous crown.

Tree Death: Some species
of trees are less tolerant to
topping than others.

Alternatives to Topping

of a tree.

ness. As alternatives to topping, some gen-

eral principles are:

- To slow growth of a tree; avoid the
use of nitrogen fertilizer.

- Start out right by planting trees that
will fit your available space.

- Begin proper pruning early in the life

Don’t Top Trees!

7. Ugliness: A topped tree is

a disfigured tree. Even with
its regrowth it never regains
the grace and character of its
species. The landscape and
the community are robbed
of a valuable asset.

8. Cost: Toaworker witha
saw, topping a tree is much
easier than applying the skill
and judgment needed for
good pruning. Therefore,
topping may cost less in the
short run. However, the
true costs of topping are
hidden. These include:
reduced property value, the
expense of removal and re-
placement if the tree dies,
the loss of other trees and
shrubs if they succumb to
changed light conditions, the
risk of liability from weak-
ened branches, and increased
future maintenance.

When done correctly, sensible
pruning and proper crown reduc-
tion can be like a good

rcut—virtually unnoticeable but
effective. The properly pruned
tree is safer, more beautiful and
its size better controlled.

e

- Prune properly and regularly. A light
pruning every three years will keep
your tree in healthy condition. It will
also have less drastic effects on both the

landscape and your financial assets com-

pared with neglecting older trees or

resorting to topping.
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Arbor Day in Southmont April 29, 2006

Southmont Borough’s Ar-
bor Day celebration will be
April 29, 2006 at 10:00 A.M.
on Palliser Street. We will be
receiving an award for sixteen
(16) years as a “Tree City
USA” community. Come and
join us for the celebration and
planting of four trees. The
cost will be covered by resi-

dents planting replacement
trees, the Shade Tree budget,
and donations made to the
Southmont Borough Shade Tree
Program. Donations of $100 or
more will be recognized on the
plaque located in the Borough
Council Chamber. See back of
newsletter if you would like to
donate.

Thanks for your continu-
ing interest and partici-
pation in supporting
“our Urban Forest”.
Welliaswe Wnupa

Shade Tree Commissioner

Southmont Fire Company

Jubilee time is fast approach-  would like to volunteer to assist

ing. The 34th Annual Fire-
men’s Jubilee will once again
open on Memorial Day, May
29th, and run

through Saturday, ~

us, please give us a call at 255-

2633 or contact any member or

just “show up” at the Jubilee.
It’s a great way
to mingle with

|
June 3rd. The Jubi- ;. - et your friends
lee is our largest -c - | c l and neighbors

fund raiser. The

Jubilee requires a

great deal of time and work.
We always appreciate anyone

who can “lend us a hand”. We
are always in need of additional
help to operate game booths and

work in the kitchen. If you

while helping
yourself by
helping your fire dept.

We have six tents, of various
sizes, that we use at the Jubilee.
A few years back people began
asking to borrow these tents for

various social events. They found
that these tents are ideal cover for
various garden parties. The popu-
larity of these tents have grown a
The 34th Annual
Firemen’s Jubilee will
" open on Memorial Day, -

over the years to the point that
they are in demand nearly every
weekend during the summer. Fora

~ May29th,andrun
through Saturday, June
3d -

fixed donation to the fire dept., we
will set-up and take-down a tent for
you at your designated location.
Give us a call at 255-2633 for addi-
tional information.

We wish you a Safe & Wonder-
ful Summer and look forward to
seeing you at the Jubilee!

Westmont Hilltop Recreation Commission

The Westmont Hilltop Rec-
reation Commission (WHRC)
would like to thank all of those
who participated in our winter
programs. The WHRC is now
gearing up for another spring/
summer season here on the hill-
top. Some of the activities,
leagues and events include:
Preschool activities, youth ac-
tivities, adult aerobic and yoga

classes, youth bas-
ketball leagues/
camps, tennis clin-
ics/leagues. For
more information
or to register for programs,
please contact WHRC at 539-
1877.

Yours in Recreation,

Stevs Viekroy

Executive Director

N

The Ridge

The RIDGE facility is located at 3984 Menoher Blvd.
The Ridge is 62 acres of fun for the entire family. It in-
cludes a two story stone lodge with kitchen, restrooms,
two large picnic pavilions, a softball field, volleyball
court, two horseshoe courts, basketball courts, a play-
ground, hiking and a toboggan run. The Ridge is
equipped to accommodate almost any type of party or
function. Whether you want to plan a reunion, birthday
party, outdoor wedding or just a fun family outing this is
the place to visit.
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