


PITT-Johnstown

Message from the President

Greetings:

I am delighted to have this
opportunity to update you on the
momentum and progress that are
transforming our beloved Pitt-
Johnstown and putting us at the
forefront of baccalaureate colleges in
the northeast.

One of the accomplishments that
stands out is the State Board of
Nursing’s approval of our nursing
program.  I offer my deepest gratitude
to the faculty, staff, and community
members for this monumental
accomplishment, which positions
Pitt-Johnstown to deliver a high-
quality nursing program that
responds to pressing healthcare needs
in our community, and beyond. As
the Tribune-Democrat echoed in its
favorable editorial, this is, indeed, “a
great new chapter in our campus
history.”

Our students are continuing to bring
distinction to your alma mater,
whether it is through the Pitt-
Johnstown Concrete Canoe team
advancing to the national
competition, Shane Valko being
named the NCAA Division II National
Wrestling Champion, or the
increasing number of students who
are participating in faculty-mentored
research and scholarly projects.   Last
year, as part of the highly successful
RealWorld Action Program, our
students contributed more than
10,000 hours to community service
projects, earning Pitt-Johnstown the
distinction of being named to the
President’s Higher Education

Community Service Honor Roll.
Mountain Cat Proud!

Our faculty have been quite active not
only in the classroom but in making
meaningful contributions to their
fields.  Just one example is Drs. Steve
Stern and John Mullenix who
published a book entitled Computer
Synthesized Speech Technologies: Tools for
Aiding Impairment.  With regard to
teaching excellence, it was an honor to
recognize Brian Houston as the
recipient of this year’s President’s
Award for Teaching Excellence.

The past year has brought many
opportunities for our faculty, staff,
students, alumni, and community
members to engage with celebrated
individuals who have made a
difference.  International bestselling
author Joshua Cooper Ramo shared
his insights into our rapidly changing
world as part of the Pasquerilla
Lecture Series, American hero and
retired Air Force captain Scott
O’Grady shared his story of survival
at our 38th Commencement ceremony,
and our 2010 Distinguished Alumni
Award recipient Chet Thomas ’66
discussed the challenges facing
developing countries such as
Honduras as part of our Glocal
Society Series Lecture.  And it was
truly an honor to present our first-
ever President’s Medal of Excellence to
Mary Rose, about whom you will
read more in this issue.

The enthusiasm among our alumni is
visible in many ways, top among
them being record-breaking
membership in the Alumni
Association.  In just four short years,
membership has increased 114% to
well beyond 500 members.  I recently
had the privilege of joining more than
30 Pitt-Johnstown alumni for a
reception in Washington, DC.  The
enthusiasm with which they shared
memories of their days here filled me
with tremendous pride.  I am
delighted in hearing about the great
work that our alumni are doing,
including Alexander Gorshenin ’04 at
the International Trade
Administration, Dorothy Stroz ’84 at
the US Census Bureau, Phil Skuta ’87

at the Senate Liaison Office on Capitol
Hill, Matt Mazonkey ’05 as Chief of
Staff to Congressman Mark Critz, and
Dan Perkins ’74 as President of MTS
Technologies.  Early this year, we
learned the wonderful news that
Becky Piscitella ’99 was recognized by
President Obama as a recipient of the
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching.
Our alumni are making a positive
difference not only in our community,
but far beyond.

Our new academic year got off to a
marvelous start.  After receiving
many wonderful accolades from
parents about the ease with which
their students moved onto campus,
we welcomed all of our new students
at Freshman Convocation.  The main
floor of the Sports Center was packed
with students who were filled with
great dreams and unlimited potential.

As you read the articles in this issue
of Pitt-Johnstown Magazine, you will see
that we truly have countless reasons
to be Mountain Cat Proud.  This issue
provides a record of the progress that
we make, literally each day, in our
effort to achieve a new dimension of
excellence.  This progress would not
be possible without the support and
commitment our alumni and friends,
and the dedication of our faculty,
staff, and students.  Our legendary
Coach Pat Pecora recently offered the
following observation, which I think
best captures the commitment and
energy that exists across our campus:
“In my 34 years here, I have never
seen people working so
collaboratively.”  I hope that we
continue to move forward together
with the same team spiritedness to
continue providing a high-quality
educational experience in a
supportive living-learning
environment while maintaining a
position of prominence at the
forefront of leading baccalaureate
colleges.

Mountain Cat Proud!

Jem Spectar,
President
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Minutes after the inauguration ceremony are UPJ President Jem Spectar,
Pitt Provost James V. Maher, and Pitt Chancellor A. Mark Nordenberg

Strengthening Enrollment Quality
Approved Nursing BSN and other new programs strengthen quality.

It is widely recognized that the Commonwealth is
experiencing a shortage of workers in the healthcare area
and that such a shortage is expected to intensify.
Concurrently, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics projects
that employment for nurses will grow faster than most
other occupations through 2014.

Pitt-Johnstown has stepped up to respond to these
critical healthcare needs and strengthen the region’s
healthcare workforce through the introduction of a
Bachelor of Science in nursing (BSN) degree. The BSN
complements Pitt-Johnstown’s three allied health
programs in emergency medical services, respiratory care
and surgical technology.  The first cohort of nursing
students began classes in fall 2010.

 “We’re excited to be offering this high quality,
bachelor’s degree program in nursing. Our curriculum
represents the best of evidence-based, high-tech,
contemporary nursing education provided in an
environment that fosters academic excellence, critical
inquiry, and lifelong learning. Pitt-Johnstown nursing
graduates will be prepared to meet the dynamic needs of
21st century health care in their future roles as providers
and managers of care as well as leaders within and
beyond the profession of nursing,” said Dr. Janet Grady,
Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs and Chair of
the Division of Nursing and Health
Sciences.

According to Dr. Grady, there is
significant interest in the program.
Planners anticipate 40 nursing students
per class  this fall, topping out at 160
enrollments when the program is at
capacity in 2014.

When James Uhler, Pittsburgh,
came to Pitt-Johnstown, his plan
was to fulfill his prerequisite courses
for nursing. He thought that he
would need to go elsewhere to
complete the program. James was
excited to hear the announcement of
the new program and is pleased to
learn that he will be able to finish
his degree at Pitt-Johnstown.  James
plans to specialize and become a
nurse practitioner or nurse
anesthetist.

“This distinct and attractive
new program positions Pitt-
Johnstown to deliver a high-quality
nursing program that responds to
pressing healthcare needs in our
community, and beyond,” said
President Spectar.

The RN to BSN program has been offered at Pitt-
Johnstown since the late 1970s.  According to Dr. Grady, it
was originally intended to be “merely the first step in a
sequence that would ultimately result in the
establishment of a full Bachelor of Science in Nursing
program at Johnstown.”

“We didn’t have a traditional, four-year bachelor’s
degree in nursing,” said Dr. Grady.  “Pitt-Johnstown had
only been offering an ‘RN completion program’ which
enables students who have received two years of nurse
training elsewhere to obtain a bachelor’s degree in
nursing.”

In over 25 years, more than 600 people have
completed that program.

Recently, the college developed A New Dimension of
Excellence for RealWorld Readiness, a strategic plan for 2008-
2013.  This new plan focuses on increasing the recruitment
of highly qualified students who have a solid promise of
success.  Dr. Grady explains, that “because health sciences
is one of several programs with demonstrated
effectiveness in attracting quality students, Pitt-
Johnstown planned to develop and sustain a high-quality
nursing program that will respond to the healthcare
needs of our community, as well as student demand.”
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Nursing students Jeane Duclos (left)
and Cindy Turchak (center) receive
hands-on instruction from Dr. Janet
Grady

“We agree with UPJ President Jem Spectar, who
called the news a “great new chapter in our campus
history.”
JOHNSTOWN TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT
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Sophomore student Braxton Ferre,
Johnstown, has a brother who is a nurse.
Braxton shared his appreciation for this plan
and new program. He noted, “I chose nursing
because the demand for nurses is high and the
jobs pay well.”  Once he finishes his degree,
Braxton plans to work in the nursing field for a
few years and then become a nurse anesthetist.

According to Dr. Grady, existing allied
health and nursing (RN-BSN) programs have resulted in
cooperative relationships with local health care facilities,
both in the greater Johnstown area and in the
surrounding counties of west and southcentral
Pennsylvania.

“Administrators at local hospitals, including
Conemaugh and Windber, have indicated a desire for
cooperation and mutual benefit between themselves and
the university, as the importance of nursing recruitment
and retention is a concept understood by all.”

The BSN degree is accredited by the Commission on
Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) through the
University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing, which ranked
seventh overall in the 2008 US News & World Report’s
rankings of America’s Best Graduate Schools. The strong
quality of the program is reflected in a 95% BSN Licensure
(National Council Licensure Examination) pass rate.
Additionally, the Pitt School of Nursing ranks fifth in the
nation in receiving National Institute of Health research
dollars. The program will build upon the School of
Nursing’s solid quality while offering students the
benefits of a smaller campus.  Also, Pitt-Johnstown’s
program will offer a unique capstone that focuses on rural
health issues. The program will combine clinical practice
with traditional nursing theory and values that
emphasize holistic patient care. Students in the program
will develop a strong theoretical base of biological and
behavioral sciences with a foundation in the liberal arts,
providing them with the skills and experience necessary
for careers in today’s nursing profession.

Pitt-Johnstown’s incoming nursing students are
enthusiastic about this new opportunity to prepare for
the Real World! Megan Corle, Cresson, is representative of
the new nursing cohort. As Megan noted, “I’ve always

been interested in sciences and thought that it would be a
good area to apply my skills.  Nursing has great job
security. You’ll always be able to find a job.”

Last year, Pitt-Johnstown also introduced new degree
programs in biochemistry and computer engineering
technology in direct response to the needs of our students
and communities.  These programs also enable Pitt-
Johnstown to expand our growing partnerships with
local and regional industries, particularly those in the
high-tech areas including web design and development,
data communication, network systems, healthcare
technology, and scientific research and development.

Simulation Lab Created
A portion of Blackington Hall, which houses the Division of
Nursing and Health Sciences, has been converted into a high-tech
simulation lab.  This state-of-the-art lab provides students with
an opportunity to develop and practice skills in a simulation
environment before applying them in a real-life clinical setting.
Plans are underway to break ground in 2011 on a 20,000-sq.-ft.
Health Sciences and Nursing building, which will provide much-
needed laboratory and faculty office space for programs in
nursing, biology, and chemistry.    To the left, Diana Schroeder, RN,
MSN, demonstrates resuscitation technique to nursing student Megan Corle.

Strengthened Enrollment Quality...

Student profiles in our new degree programs compare
favorably with our aggregate student profile:

Group (2010 entering class)  Average SAT*
Nursing 1083
Biochemistry 1145
Computer Engineering Technology 1042
All majors 1034*

*This represents a 12-point increase in three years, and exceeds
the Pennsylvania SAT average by more than 30 points.

“This distinct and attractive new program positions
Pitt-Johnstown to deliver a high-quality nursing
program that responds to pressing healthcare needs
in our community, and beyond.”
PRESIDENT JEM SPECTAR
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Student participation in
undergraduate research, and
scholarly and creative activities has
long-been known to increase written
and oral communication skills,
critical thinking skills, while
providing students with real-world
perspectives on a variety of issues
and challenges.

As a way of strengthening our
efforts to prepare student for the real
world, Pitt-Johnstown has been
working to increase opportunities for
students to participate in faculty-
student collaborative projects.
Through the creation of the
President’s Mentorship Fund for
Faculty-Student Scholarship, 41
research and creative inquiry
activities have been supported.  Last
year, alone, 12 faculty-student
research projects were funded on
topics including “Students’
Perceptions of Media Influence on
Their Decision to Receive or Decline
the H1N1 Vaccination,”
“Interrelationships Among IQ,
Empathy, and Performance Art,” and
“Synthesis, Characterization, and
Photochemical Study of the Influences
of Solvents on Excited State of Diazo
Compounds and Carbenes.”

In addition to working
collaboratively with students, faculty
are active involved in contributions

to their fields through research,
publications, and participation at
professional conferences.  Over the
past year, Dr. Stephen Kilpatrick,
associate professor of biology, worked
with two professional colleagues on
the publication of the second edition
of Lewin’s Essential Genes, and the work
of Dr. Carrie Todd Davis, assistant
professor of geology, and Dr. Uldis
Kaktins, emeritus associate professor
of geology, on the Johnstown flood of
1889 was featured in The New York
Times and Science News.  Dr. Ako
Inuzuka participated at the National
Communication Association’s annual
convention, where she presented on
the topic “Media Representation of
Asians.”  The work of our faculty is
also making a very positive impact on
our community.  Annually, Dr. John
McGrath, associate professor of
management, and Ron Vickroy,
associate professor of management,
conduct extensive research to compile
a regional economic forecast, which is
presented at the Greater Johnstown/
Cambria County Chamber of
Commerce’s Economic Summit.

Undergraduate research is also
the focus of two annual events held on
campus.  Last year, the 13th annual
Laurel Highlands Undergraduate
Psychology Conference featured a

Research Opportunities Enhance Real-World Readiness

Congratulations to the members of the Pitt-Johnstown Concrete Canoe Team on their 10th place finish at the
National Concrete Canoe Competition!  The
members, representing Pitt-Johnstown’s chapter of
the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
competed June 17-19 at California Polytechnic
University in San Luis Obispo, Calif.  This is the
third time in four years that the team has competed
at the national level.

Members of the Pitt-Johnstown team are: Emily
Babik, Alex Bachman, Stephanie Buncich, Derek
Callihan, Adam Charles, Sarah Cordek, Frank
DiLoreto, Alex Dysinger, Lauren Dziagwa, Jesse
Fresch, Chris Garaventa, Jill Hamill, David Hill, Joshua Hoffman, Ben Johns, Alex Kassick, Jim Kephart, Matt Kirsch,
Brian Krumenacker, Rachel Lasko, Gary Leister, Evan Ligda, Mike McCutcheon, Andy McDonald, Frank Mele, Jay
Michalka, Nina Rudolph, Erik Smith, Emily Yeager, Mike Zerby, and Rebekah Zwick. Brian Houston, associate
professor of civil engineering technology, is the club’s advisor.  Kudos to Brian for his strong leadership!

Concrete Canoe Team Competes Nationally - AGAIN!

keynote address entitled “Fast Food
Science” by Pitt-Johnstown alumnus
Dr. Charles Heyser ’85.   Participation
by students in the annual Symposium
for the Promotion of Academic and
Creative Enquiry (SPACE) continues
to increase.  The 2010 event featured
108 posters and 20 oral presentations,
which represents a 33% increase in
participation since 2007.

Participation in culminating
experiences continues to increase, as
well.  Last year, 1,179 students
participated in activities including
capstone courses, theses, and
internships.

WANTED:
Survey Participants

 If you participated in a faculty-
mentored projected as a student,
please contact Dr. Karen Lee,
undergraduate research
coordinator, so that you can be
included an upcoming survey.
We are also interested in having
alumni give testimonials about
their experience for inclusion on
our web site and in printed
materials.  Dr. Lee can be reached
via e-mail at ktlee@pitt.edu.



2009-2010 ANNUAL REPORT ISSUE 5

Pitt-Johnstown Climbs in the US News Rankings

Members of the Pitt-Johnstown Veterans’ Support Council recently hosted a reception for MountainCat Veterans
Program (MVP) participants.  President Spectar welcomed the attendees, and offered a special “thank you” to the
veterans for their service to our country.  The reception is one of a number of networking opportunities that are
offered throughout the academic year for our veterans.  Pitt-Johnstown has been designed a “Military Friendly
School” by GI Jobs for two years in a row in recognition of our efforts to reach out to military veterans.  Pictured above:
front row Laura Perry-Thompson, Stephanie Korber, Brian Gindlesperger, Sara August, Keith Hartman, Cian Yates, Dr. Kristen Majocha;
back row Dr. Jem Spectar, Emily Kist, Paul Neatrour, Marilyn Alberter, BJ Sarneso, Steven Ruth, Louis Stutz, Brandon Metroka, Bruce
Palmer, Chris Stumpf, Chris Williams, Ryan Clancy, Kevin Simmons, Michael Anderson, Dr. Janet Grady, Bob Blaschak, Dr. Ray
Wrabley, and Dr. Paul Newman.

Saluting our MVPs

Pitt Johnstown has climbed seven
spots to earn the #21 ranking among
“Best Regional Colleges” in the 2011
edition of America’s Best Colleges. This
accomplishment is shared by only
one other school in the top tier!
Published in the September issue of
U.S. News & World Report,  the national
ranking is an important recognition of
what we are accomplishing at Pitt-
Johnstown.

On its website, U.S. News & World
Report answers the question, “Why
does U.S. News rank colleges and
universities?” Its answer is:  “To help
students make one of the most
important decisions of their lives.”  It
has long been recognized that a
student’s investment in a college
education could profoundly affect
career opportunities, financial well-
being, and quality of life.

As Pitt-Johnstown alumni
appreciate, a University of Pittsburgh
degree is widely recognized, respected
and valued.

The 2011 “America’s Best Colleges”
ranking provides a thorough
examination of how more than 1,400
accredited four-year schools compare
on a set of 15 widely accepted
indicators of excellence.  Among the
measures of quality are peer
assessment, graduation and retention
rates, faculty resources, student
selectivity, financial resources,
alumni giving, and graduation rate
performance.

President Jem Spectar noted, “This
ranking is tangible evidence of the
progress that is transforming our
campus, and is another validation of
the high academic quality of our
programs and the tremendous talent

of our faculty, staff, and students.
While we are certainly pleased with
this year’s marked improvement, we
continue to remain focused on our
core mission of developing quality
academic programs that are
responsive to student and community
needs, enhancing our living-learning
environment, and preparing our
students to make a positive impact in
our community and beyond.”

Additional evidence of the
momentum occurring at Pitt-
Johnstown includes additional
national recognitions:
• “Best Northeastern College” by the

Princeton Review
• President’s Higher Education

Community Service Honor Roll.
Additionally

• “Military Friendly School” by G.I.
Jobs.
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Meet International Students:   Polina
Valitova and Ulrich Meffert

Polina Valitova: Life-changing Move
to a Whole New World

It’s been seven years now since
Polina moved to the United States.
She was born in Volgograd, Russia in
1991.  She has been all over her native
country, but she spent most of her life
in four places:  Tolyatti, Russia, an
industrial city known for the
manufacture of Lada automobiles;
Siberia, which she remembers fondly
because the people she encountered
there were so sincere and kind; and
Gallitzin and Davidsville in
Pennsylvania.

Polina’s mother, a Russian citizen,
met her husband, now Polina’s
stepfather, online. After meeting, he
traveled to Russia and soon came to
know the people who are now his
family. When the new family decided
to move to the United States, Polina
was 11 years old and reluctant to

Pitt-Johnstown:

International
Destination

The face of the Pitt-Johnstown campus is changing thanks to an increased effort to
attract international students.  In just three years, Pitt-Johnstown has gone from
enrolling one international student to enrolling 35.  The 2009-2010 academic year
marked another milestone, with more than 20 countries being represented on
campus. Students are bringing their experiences, talents, and knowledge from
countries including Cameroon, China, Czech Republic, Ghana, Haiti, India, Nigeria,
Rwanda, Taiwan, and Vietnam.  Needless to say, the Pitt-Johnstown Office of
International Services has been quite busy!

leave behind her school and friends.
Nevertheless, her family undertook
the 13-hour flight to America, flying
from Moscow to Helsinki, Finland,
and then from Helsinki to New York.

An education major who will be a
sophomore, Polina wants to teach
foreign languages because it
complements her interests in
diversity, in meeting new people, and
in learning about different cultures.
She studied English for two years
prior to coming to America and is
open to learning new languages,
stressing the fact that she can already
speak a little Spanish and French and
that she really wants to learn
Chinese.  Polina has a little sister now
named Karina. She and her mother
are teaching her sister Russian, while
her stepfather works on English with
Karina.

Polina said, “I picked Pitt-
Johnstown because it is a great school,
and it is close to my home, so I can
commute.” She is currently a work-
study student in the International

Services office, a job for which she is
ideally suited. She has made lots of
friends, as she is social and outgoing,
but notes that her social experiences
revolve around projects not parties.

When asked if she noticed any
differences between the people in
Russia and the United States, she
commented, “In Russia, no one hides
their feelings, so if it is a bad day, that
is what you will see, but what I love
about America is the fact that people
smile and try to show enthusiasm
even when it does not reflect what
they feel on the inside, which is
socially infectious.”

Her family stays in touch with
their relatives online by sharing
photographs and stories, but Polina
wants to return someday to see her
family and friends back in her home
country.
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While most Pitt-Johnstown
students were digging  out from under
three feet of snow, 11 students were
experiencing summer and fulfilling
requirements for graduation.  As a
result of a new partnership with JCL
Education, Ltd.,  Pitt-Johnstown
students now have the opportunity to
complete one half of their student
teaching experience in Auckland, New
Zealand.  The New Zealand education
program is known throughout the
world for its innovative, inquiry-
based approach to teaching and
learning.  This new opportunity
provides students with a real world
teaching experience while immersing
them in a new culture.

Katie Bell, who returned from
New Zealand in April, said, “This has

been the most amazing trip ever. I
have truly enjoyed every moment of
it. The schools have been great! I love
the kids in my class and the school
system over all. It has been interest-
ing to see a lot of small group instruc-
tion instead of whole class, but it has
been a nice change. The time has
flown by, it is hard to think that we
are almost ready to come home! I am
so glad that I did this, I wouldn’t
trade this experience for anything!
Thanks so much for giving us the
opportunity to do this!”

Julie Ankrum, assistant professor
of education who is directing the
student teaching program, explained,
“The Auckland schools provide an
ideal setting for our Pitt-Johnstown
pre-service teachers to apply tech-

Where in the world are Pitt-Johnstown’s students?

niques learned in their English
Language Learners methods courses.
The schools selected for our student
teaching program in the Auckland
area celebrate diversity and integrate
differentiated instruction into the
curricula.”  According to Dr. Ankrum,
of the approximately 253,000 students
enrolled in Auckland area schools in
March 2010, nearly 6,000 were
international.

New Zealand isn’t the only
destination for Pitt-Johnstown
students.  Record numbers of students
are choosing to study abroad.  Last
year, a total of 39 of students studied
in destinations including Australia,
Cuba, France, Ireland, Italy Nepal,
Russia, and Spain.

Ulrich Meffert:
A Student of the New World

   An
electrical
engineering
technology
major who is
now entering
his junior
year at Pitt-
Johnstown,
Ulrich
Meffert has
travelled so
much during
his life that

when asked, he commented, “It would
be easier to list the countries I haven’t
visited otherwise this interview will
never end.”

He was born in the Philippines to
a Taiwanese mother and a German
father.  He spent his younger years
travelling in Taiwan, Germany, and
Australia before settling down in
Hong Kong, where he completed his
primary school education.  His
English is flawless, due to his six

years of high school education in
Australia, where he also taught
German to fellow students.  He
mentioned, “I used to speak a bit of
French, but that has slipped over the
years.”

Ulrich turned 21 years old this
August.  His hobbies include a
copious amount of reading and
writing, tinkering with electronics,
and studying medicine and human
anatomy.

Ulrich applied to and was
accepted at several universities with
top engineering programs. He chose
Pitt-Johnstown because he liked the
smaller campus and the more
personal instruction.

“I am passionate about learning,”
Ulrich states.  “What I especially like
about Pitt-Johnstown is the close
relationship between professors and
students.  It’s their availability.”

If you meet Polina, Ulrich, or any
of the Pitt Johnstown students with
international stories, be sure to give
them a warm Mountain Cat
“Welcome.”  You will find them

involved both at the school and in the
community.  On campus, they have
served as ambassadors for new
international students, volunteered
for recruitment activities, and
participated in international
programming activities.  Off campus,
many of them have participated in
community outreach programs with
local elementary schools.

The International Services Office
was started in 2007 as a result of Pitt-
Johnstown’s strong and clear strategic
commitment to international
students and global education.
Among the international offerings at
Pitt-Johnstown is an International
Studies curriculum, which addresses
the important international aspects of
life today.  The curriculum also serves
as excellent career preparation in
areas such as international business,
government service, journalism and
international communication, law,
and other fields. The International
Services offices also directs the
growing Study Abroad Program.

www.upj.pitt.edu/InternationalServices
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The University of Pittsburgh at
Johnstown has just completed phase
one of a three-year, $15-million plan
to upgrade academic facilities.  In
addition, $6 million has been invested
over the past three years in
upgrading residential, recreational,
and dining facilities.

All of the projects are in direct
response to needs identified through
Pitt-Johnstown’s strategic planning
process, primarily through the work
of the Facilities, Infrastructure, and
Technology Task Force, which
engaged faculty, staff, students, and
alumni in assessing the most-pressing
needs.  In addition to the benefits to
the campus community, the projects
offer far-reaching benefits for the
larger community by contributing
significantly to the area’s economic
development.

Announcing the upgrades,
President Spectar explained, “In this
highly competitive environment, it

has never been more important to
provide our students with access to
facilities that support their
intellectual and social development.
Pitt-Johnstown has long been
recognized for its outstanding
facilities, yet we realize that we must
constantly strive to ensure that those
areas continue to meet the needs of
our campus community, with our
priority first and foremost being on
our academic facilities.”

 Pitt-Johnstown Faculty Senate
President Brian Houston commented
on the recent renovations by saying,
“Overall I have been impressed by the
modern look of the new facilities,
including the massive renovation of
the Student Union. I think it is vital to
attracting students that Pitt
Johnstown not only have
contemporary housing, but to make
sure that administrative and
academic facilities follow suit and

keep pace with, or stay ahead of, the
times.”  Jacob Harper, president of
the Staff Activities and Concerns
Association remarked, “The
improvements over the past
summer have provided new
opportunities for staff, faculty, and
students and continue to increase
the beauty of our campus and pride
in our campus community.”

This summer, nearly $2 million
was invested in upgrading
classrooms, dining facilities, social
spaces, and technology
infrastructure.  Among the academic
enhancement projects completed
over the past several months are:
• The Engineering and Science

Building was the first academic
facility to undergo a significant
upgrade.  As part of phase I of a
major upgrade, all classrooms in
the building have been converted
to technology-ready classrooms,
featuring the latest in instructional
technology.  The Engineering and

Enhancing the Living-Learning Environment:

Pitt-Johnstown Ushers in New Year
with Significant Campus Upgrades

A ribbon cutting ceremony for University Square was held September
21.  Pictured left to right are: Jacob Harper, Dr. Kristen Majocha,
President Spectar, Jacob Shirk, and PJ the Mountain Cat.

8
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Science
Building is the
campus’s first
entirely
technology-
ready
academic
building.  As
part of the
renovation project, new flooring,
lighting, and furniture were
installed in each of the rooms.
Phase II of the plan will occur upon
completion of the Health Science
and Nursing facility, which will be
connected to the existing
Engineering and Science Building.
This will provide additional square
footage for use by the chemistry
and biology departments.

• A sizable portion of Blackington
Hall has
undergone
significant
renovation to
accommodate
Pitt-Johnstown’s
new nursing
program.  In
addition to
classroom space,
a state-of-the-art
simulation lab
has been created,
providing
students with an
opportunity to
develop and
practice skills in a simulated
environment before applying them
in a real-life clinical setting. This
facility will be used until the Health
Sciences and Nursing facility is
complete.  This fall marks the first

incoming class
of nursing
majors at Pitt-
Johnstown.
• All of the
existing
technology-
ready
classrooms have
been upgraded
to include a
consistent
interface,
greatly
enhancing the
ease of use by
faculty.  The
facilities also
feature the
ability to
communicate
directly with
the Information

Technology Help Desk in real-time.
Over the next two years, the
campus plans to convert all of the
remaining classrooms to
technology-ready facilities.

• All campus classrooms are being
refurnished as part of Pitt-
Johnstown’s largest classroom
enhancement project.  Traditional
side-arm desks are being replaced
with tables and chairs.  In addition
to accommodating the increasing
number of students who are using

Work is progressing on the 40,000-sq.-ft. Wellness
Center, which is scheduled for completion later
this semester.

laptop computers in the classroom,
the new furniture provides
students with more desktop space
and more comfortable seating.

Next year, work will begin on the
new 20,00- square-foot Health
Sciences and Nursing Building.  In
addition to creating classroom and
laboratory space for use by biology,
chemistry, and nursing, the new
facility will provide much-needed
faculty office space through the
creation of approximately 20 offices.
A working group representing faculty,
staff, and students is being assembled
to make recommendations on the
design of the new facility.  The $11
million project received a significant
boost from the Commonwealth in the
form of $4 million from the Put
Pennsylvania to Work initiative.

In the next two years, significant
enhancements will be made to the
two remaining academic buildings,
Biddle and Krebs Halls.  These
enhancements will include
conversion of both buildings to
technology-ready facilities.

Several auxiliary spaces have been
upgraded over the summer.  These
investments in recreation and dining
facilities have largely been made
possible through the efficient
management of resources, generous
external support from the
Commonwealth and Sodexo, and
donor support.  The following

Upgrades to academic
facilities include the creation
of a nursing simulation lab
in Blackington Hall and a
building-wide conversion to
technology-ready class-
rooms in the Engineering
and Science Building.
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projects have been completed, or are
near completion:
• Construction has surpassed the

half-way point on the eagerly
awaited Wellness Center.  The
40,000-square-foot facility, being
constructed at a cost of $9.7 million,
is scheduled for completion later
this semester.  In addition to a
climbing wall, the facility will
include an elevated three-lane
running track, cardiovascular and
strength-training areas, dance
space, and two multipurpose courts
for basketball and volleyball.

• Pitt-Johnstown’s wrestling team
will soon have access to a training
facility befitting a nationally
ranked, championship squad.  As
part of the Sport Center expansion,
which includes construction of the
Wellness Center, the wrestling room
is being expanded to double the
square footage in the facility.

• The Student Union has undergone
an extensive renovation.  In
addition to major upgrades in the
main dining hall, which includes
the addition of Magellan’s, a
Mongolian-style grill, the entire
Tuck Shop area has been renovated
to make room for additional dining
options including Salsa Rico,
Simply to Go, and an expanded
Subway.  The Fall Term also marked
the grand opening of Brioche Doreé,
a European-style café featuring
upscale fresh-baked pastries,
sandwiches and salads.  The café is
located in the expanded food court
area.

• The Varsity Café, located in the
Living/
Learning
Center, has
undergone a
major facelift
and is the
new home of
Jazzman’s
Café, which
had
previously
been located
in the

Student Union.  The new location
provides students, faculty, staff, and
visitors with a convenient and
highly popular café concept
creatively merged into the Varsity
Café dining space.

• A ribbon cutting ceremony was
held recently to unveil University
Square.  The park, which creates
outdoor gathering space for
students, alumni, and visitors,
features a gazebo, lighting and
seating.  University Square, which
was a focal point during
Homecoming, will be the new home
to Pitt-Johnstown’s Goodwill
Arches.

When asked about the renovations,
Sara Harper, president of the Pitt-
Johnstown Chapter of Habitat for
Humanity, said, “Compared to last
year, a lot has really been done to
improve the campus and create a
much more pleasant atmosphere.  The
outdoor gathering space [University
Square] is really needed and I think it
is a big improvement to campus.  It
makes the campus much more
appealing to the eye, and makes it
great for students to be able to sit
outside and enjoy the great weather
and take advantage of the
surroundings.”

In addition to a complete face lift, the Student Union dining areas offer new
dining options ranging from a Mongolian grill to a European-style cafe.

Projects completed over the past
three years include: interior
renovations to Larkspur, Foxfire,
Woodland, and Heather lodges;
conversion of all residential facilities,
with the exception of townhouses,
from key to swipe-card access; the
addition of Campus Police call boxes;
expanded lighting; and upgrades to
the campus’s residential computing
network (ResNet).  Additionally, a
seven-year plan has been developed
with the Housing and Residence Life
department and Student Government
Association to further enhance
campus residential facilities.  The
projects, which will be completed
based upon availability of resources,
will potentially invest an additional
$3 million into the campus.

“Quite clearly, we have made a
much more comfortable place for our
students to learn, live, and, yes, have
some fun along the way,” President
Spectar said.  “These investments in
our future do not solve all of our
facility issues; there is still much to be
done.  However, we are confident that
we have made major strides toward
preserving our competitive edge and
maintaining appropriate facilities to
retain our current students and
attract future students.”
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“Have You Hired a Pitt-Johnstown
Graduate?” Anyone who has surely
knows the value in doing so!  An
extension of our highly successful
“100 Days-100%” initiative, designed
to help new graduates find
employment, the “Have You Hired...?”
campaign was officially kicked off at
the 2010 Showcase for Commerce in
Johnstown.

Led by RealWorld Career Services,
the campaign has been intentionally
designed to build and strengthen
relationships with local and regional
employers to better communicate the
value of hiring a Pitt-Johnstown
graduate.  President Spectar
commented, “This is a major priority,
and gets to the heart of how we live
up to our promise to prepare our
students for the real world.”

   Angie Boyd, director of the
RealWorld Career Services office,
explained, “Our graduates have a
combination of excellent academic
preparation and real world
experiences.  They are strategic
thinkers who are ready to ignite the
workforce with their energy.  The
‘Have You Hired a Pitt-Johnstown
Graduate?’ is one way we can
introduce employers to high-quality
candidates destined to be a part of
their organization’s workforce and
future success.”

The initiative has resulted in the
formation of close working
relationships with several employers
who previously had not considered
Pitt-Johnstown graduates when
recruiting.  For the many companies

that have already recognized the
value of our graduates, a special
acknowledgment of their support and
commitment was the focus of a full-
page newspaper advertisement, tied
in to the official launch of the
campaign.

In addition to creating awareness of
the value of hiring our graduates,
“Have You Hired…” also promotes
the services that are available to
assist companies in recruiting new
employees.  A special website has
been created for employers at
www.upj.pitt.edu/Hire.  The site also
contains profiles of recent graduates
who have either found permanent
employment or have been accepted
into graduate school — further
evidence of the real-world readiness
of our graduates.

Angie added, “Employers are
attracted to a university that
genuinely believes in the value their
graduates bring to an organization
and then works diligently to see them
succeed not only during their time in
college, but as they begin their
careers.” Any Pitt-Johnstown
alumnus is eligible to take advantage
of the placement services and career
guidance offered by the RealWorld
Career Services office.  They can be
reached by calling 814-269-7120.

RealWorld Career Services Promotes Grads

Enhancing Student Job Placement

Pitt-Johnstown’s job placement rate for graduates: 93%
1,785 students took advantage of various programs and services offered through and/or in conjunction with Pitt-
Johnstown’s RealWorld Career Services Office.

Outreach and communication with employers increased by 40% during the Fall Term.

87 workshops were offered to students on the importance of career and professional preparedness.

200 students attended the first-ever Graduation Fair.  The event provided a one-stop shopping opportunity for
students  to complete graduation-related tasks.  The Pitt-Johnstown Alumni Association offered free memberships
to every graduating senior who attended the event.

Senior Week, which was held from March 29 to April 2, provided students with opportunities to attend career-
related workshops, engage in mock interviews and resume critiques, and participate in an employer showcase
and job fair.
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Athletics Excellence

The Tradition Continues
Men’s and Women’s Soccer

The Mountain Cat soccer team (6-
12-10), under 10-year Head Coach
Eric Kinsey, the team finished sixth in
the West Virginia Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (WVIAC) with a
4-5-1 mark in conference matches and
advanced to its third consecutive
WVIAC Tournament.

Women’s soccer, under Head Coach
Jim Herlinger, tied for sixth in the
conference with an 8-10 overall
record and a 4-6 conference record.

Men’s and Women’s Basketball
Head Coach Bob Rukavina’s

Mountain Cats men’s basketball team
(17-12, 12-10 WVIAC) placed seventh
in the conference and advanced to the
WVIAC Tournament Quarterfinals.

The Lady Cat basketball team
posted an 15-13, 12-10 WVIAC, ended
the year ninth in the conference and
qualified for the WVIAC Tournament.

Volleyball
Head Coach Linda Renzi’s Lady Cat

volleyball team finished the 11th in
the final regular season WVIAC
rankings, battled sixth-seed Glenville
State (W.Va.) College in the first
round of the conference tournament,

Pitt-Johnstown inducted its third
class into the Athletics Hall of
Fame.  Pictured clockwise from
the far left are: Athletic Director
and Wrestling Coach Pat Pecora;
Dr. Robert Hartnett ‘56 (men’s
basketball/meritorious service);
Dr. Dave Hoff ‘82 (baseball);
Rich Ragan ‘78 (men’s
basketball); President Jem
Spectar; Dr. Patty Ritter-
Sharbaugh ‘84 (women’s
gymnastics); Jodi Gault
(women’s basketball coach 1982-
2007), and Lee Schickel ‘96
(wrestling).

Pitt-Johnstown’s 1996 National
Championship Wrestling team,
the first Pitt-Johnstown team to
win a national championship in
any sport, was also recognized.

before their season came to an end
after falling in five games.  The Lady
Cats finished the season 11-17 overall
and 4-10 in the WVIAC, ranked 14th in
the nation in blocks per set at 2.34.

Baseball
Head Coach Todd Williams’

baseball team posted a 30-18 and 10-6
in the WVIAC.  Pitt-Johnstown ended
the year ranked ninth in the National
Collegiate Baseball Writers
Association Atlantic Region Poll.

Women’s Track and Field
Jim Herlinger’s women’s track and

field team took sixth place at the
WVIAC Championships in April.  At
the meet, the Lady Cat 4x400 relay
team set a school record with a time
of 4:10.03 and finished sixth in the
event.

In cross country, second-year Head
Coach Erin Eaton took the Lady Cats
to two Top-5 finishes.

Golf
On the fairways and greens, the

Pitt-Johnstown men’s golf team
overcame a mid-season coaching
change to finish 11th at the WVIAC

Championships in October.  Head
Coach Patrick Greer, also led the
Mountain Cats to an impressive four
Top-10 finishes in six events.  Under
Greer’s guidance, Pitt-Johnstown tied
for 10th at the WVIAC Southern
Regional Tournament.

Wrestling
The Mountain Cats wrapped up the

2008-09 season with a 14-2 dual meet
record.  Senior wrestler Shane Valko
handed previously undefeated Cody
Garcia (Nebraska-Omaha) a 6-3 loss
in the title bout to earn the national
title at 133 pounds and became the
Mountain Cats’ 10th individual
national champion.  Valko was also
named National Wrestling Coaches
Association East Region Wrestler of
the Year and NWCA National
Wrestler of the Year.  The Mountain
Cats finished 11th at the national
tournament and had three other
national qualifiers.
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After transferring to Pitt-
Johnstown from Clarion
University for the 2007-08 school
year, Mountain Cat right-handed
pitcher Ben Watkins saw his life
change dramatically in less than
two years.  Watkins, a native of
Tire Hill, Pa. and a graduate of
Conemaugh Township High School,
excelled in the classroom and on
the mound on his way to becoming
a First-Team Academic All-
American and a 40th-round
selection by the New York Yankees
in the June 2009 Major League
Baseball Draft.

Watkins joined Head Coach Todd
Williams’ starting pitching
rotation in 2008, but it was in 2009
that he showed his dominance.
Watkins, a Second-Team National
Collegiate Baseball Writers
Association (NCBWA) All-
American and the 2009 NCBWA
and Daktronics Atlantic Region
Pitcher of the Year, posted a 7-1
record and led NCAA Division II in
earned-run average at .81.  He was

the West Virginia Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (WVIAC) Pitcher
of the Year and an ABCA/Rawlings
First-Team All-Region selection.

Academically, Watkins garnered
First-Team ESPN the Magazine
Academic All-America honors and
was tabbed the Atlantic Region
Scholar-Athlete of the Year with a 3.9
GPA in Electrical Engineering
Technology following the 2009 season.
His efforts also earned him an NCAA
Postgraduate Scholarship.

Then, in June 2009, Watkins was
drafted in the 40th round by the New
York Yankees.  He posted a 5-0 record
with a 2.47 ERA in 25 appearances
with the Staten Island Yankees in the
New York-Penn League, a low Single
A short-season league.  He was
promoted to the Single A Charleston
(S.C.) Riverdogs in the South Atlantic
League for the 2010 season, and he is
currently 2-2 with a 4.00 ERA in 23
appearances.

Watkins returned to Pitt-Johnstown
this fall to complete his degree.

Students Makes the Major League

We are Mountain Cat Proud of Student-Athletes!

Shane Valko was named NCAA National Wrestling Champion, National Wrestling Coaches Association (NWCA)
East Region Wrestler of the Year, and NWCA National Wrestler of the Year.

56 student-athletes were named to the Dean’s List last academic year.

12 student-athletes were inducted into Pitt-Johnstown’s first class of the Chi Alpha Sigma National Honor Society.

18 student-athletes received the Athletic Directors Association’s Achievement Award.

33 student-athletes were named to the 2008-09 West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC) Honor
Roll.

24 student-athletes were named to the 2010 WVIAC Commissioners Honor Roll.

Four wrestlers received All-Academic recognition from the National Wrestling Coaches Association

Women’s soccer and women’s volleyball received the 2009 WVIAC Sportsmanship Award

Student-Athletes performed more than 1,600 hours of service

Student-Athletes raised $6,746 for the Make-a-Wish Foundation

Abby Gearhart was named WVIAC Woman of the Year

(photo courtesy of Ali Single)
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They’re Maniacs!
The number of maniacs, Mountain

Cat Maniacs, on campus is growing!
An organization designed to create
school spirit and pride started three
years ago with only 300 members.
Today, the number of Mountain Cat
Maniacs is 850 strong.  Maniacs, in
their signature gold t-shirts, lend
their enthusiasm at basketball games
and a variety of special events.

There’s ALWAYS
Something to Do!

A common cry on college campuses
is “there’s nothing to do.”  That
certainly doesn’t hold true at Pitt-
Johnstown.  In addition to
membership opportunities created by
the 85 student organizations, the
RealWorld Action Program and
RealWorld Interest Groups continue
to engage students at record levels.
During the most recent academic year,
1,656 students were involved in at
least one student organization Last
year, more than 293 events were held
on campus for students, representing
a more than 40% increase in events
from the previous year.  Among the

programs offered were the Sepia
Fashion Show, Exploration of World
Religions, the Iron Chef Competition,
and the Diversity of Experience Art
Show.  Day trips were also offered to
locations including Baltimore,
Philadelphia, New York City, and
Washington, DC.

Serving Our Communities
Pitt-Johnstown’s students’

commitment to service has earned the
campus a place on the President’s
Higher Education Community Service
Honor Roll.  The highest federal
recognition a college or university can
receive for its commitment to
volunteering, service-learning and
civic engagement, the honor is
bestowed upon schools based on a
series of selection factors including
the scope and innovation of service
projects, percentage of student
participation in service activities,
incentives for service, and the extent
to which the school offers academic
service-learning courses.

This distinction represents the more
than 10,000 hours of service that Pitt-
Johnstown students performed
throughout the year.  Clubs and
organizations partnered with 33
different agencies last year including
Cambria County Habitat for
Humanity, the United Way of the
Laurel Highlands, and the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society.  Many
students spent their Spring Break
working on behalf of Habitat for
Humanity, and logged more than
4,000 hours at four sites in Alabama,
Florida, and Georgia.  Pitt-Johnstown
ranked seventh in the country for
participation in the 2010 Habitat for
Humanity Alternative Spring Break.

Improving
Mind, Body & Spirit
     Realizing the increasingly
important connection between the
mind, body, and spirit, Pitt-
Johnstown has introduced a Healthy
Campus Initiative through the Office
of Health and Wellness Services.
Through the initiative, educational
programs are offered on a variety of
topics ranging from weight loss,
cancer prevention, and smoking
cessation.  Counselors within the area
of Health and Wellness Services are
also available to work with students
on an individual basis to help them
achieve a balance between three
dimensions of wellness.  Increased
programming will be available upon
completion of the new Wellness
Center.  Theresa Horner, executive
director of Health and Wellness
Services, is leading the initiative.

Enhancing
the Campus Experience

President Spectar and PJ the Mountain Cat show their Mountain Cat Spirit with
members of the Mountain Cat Maniacs.
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RealWorld Participation Continues to Grow

More than half (54%) of Pitt-Johnstown’s first-year students are
participating in a RealWorld Interest Group, representing a 12% increase
in participation over last year.

RealWorld Interest Group participants performed more than 300 hours of
community service and raised more than $600 for local non-profits.

Seven faculty, six staff, and four alumni/community members served as
mentors within the RealWorld Interest Groups during the inaugural year.

Participation in the RealWorld Action Program continues to grow, with
71% of Pitt-Johnstown students enrolled.

Commuters comprise 61% of the RealWorld Action Program participants.

Congratulations to last year’s honorees for top achievement: Kunzah
Mirza, first-year student; Sara Harper, sophomore; Patrick Moon-Rhoades,
junior; and Abby Gearhart; senior.

www.upj.pitt.edu/RealWorld

Studying Globally

Congratulations to the following
students on receiving the 2010
Vira I. Heinz Travel Study
Awards:

Kelly
Cernetich

Seville, Spain

Bridgette
Dawson

Allicante, Spain

Gina
DeGennaro
Florence, Italy

Olivia
Mundy

Florence, Italy

Pitt-Johnstown has developed the signature RealWorld Action Program to
empower students to develop as agents of positive change in our communities
and around the world.  Participants develop specific action plans to maximize
the opportunities presented through four levels of engagement (Career and
Professional Development, Campus Engagement, Civic and Community
Engagement, and Global Engagement), and are awarded points for completing
components of their plan.  A co-curricular transcript is maintained, and
students are recognized each year for achievement.

A component on the RealWorld Action Program, the RealWorld Interest Groups
provide an opportunity for first-year students to create connections and
explore the four levels of engagement that are the core components of the
RealWorld Action Program.  Alumni and community leaders are among the
mentors who provide students with real-world perspectives in their primary
area of interest.   A student may choose to join any of the following RealWorld
Interest Groups:

• Art and Performance
• Business-Corporate
• Environment-Ecology
• Global-International
• Public Service and Government

• Health Sciences-Medical
• Language, Literature, and Culture
• Law and Society Science
• Technology and Society
• Teaching and Learning

The Vira I. Heinz  Program for
Women in Global Leadership
prepares women for tomorrow’s
global challenges by offering a
unique opportunity for
international experiences,
leadership development and
community service.  Recipients of
the awards completed their travel
during the summer of 2010.
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The Pitt-Johnstown Advisory Board presented
its 13th Service to Community Award to 2010
secondary education-mathematics graduate Abby
Lee Gearhart.  Abby was presented with her
award at the spring meeting of the Pitt-Johnstown
Advisory Board.

In presenting the award, former Advisory Board
Chairperson E. Jeanne Gleason offered, “Abby
epitomizes the model of engagement that we seek
to recognize with this award. She single-handedly
took a service concept and transformed it into a
partnership with the Alternative Community
Resource Program, providing an opportunity for
Pitt-Johnstown student-athletes to complete
much-needed projects while working alongside
and mentoring troubled youth.”

A former Pitt-Johnstown women’s volleyball
coach and Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
president, Abby used many home sporting events
as an opportunity to provide outreach for causes
including breast cancer awareness, the American Cancer Society, and the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Abby was also named Woman of the Year by the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.  She is
currently working as an admissions counselor in the Pitt-Johnstown Admissions Office and assistant volleyball
coach at her alma mater, Forest Hills High School.  Congratulations, Abby!

Graduate Earns Multiple Honors

Washington, DC was bursting with Mountain Cat Pride on Tuesday, May 25 as more than 30 alumni
gathered at the Crystal City Marriott for a reception with President Spectar.  The Pitt-Johnstown Alumni
Association sponsored the event.  Keep an eye open for alumni receptions in your area!  Pictured left-to-right:
Phil Skuta, Karen Esiais, Erin Giblock, Shawn Johnson, Kaitlyn Engelmeier, Matt Mazonkey, Lindsay Phillips, Ross
Ruot, Joe Teets, Angela Mazur, Brad Kohr, Dr. Jem Spectar, Dan Perkins, Stephen Wojnarowski, Eric Brown, Leigha
Gooding, and Dorothy Stroz.

It was no ordinary Tuesday!

(left to right) Abby Gearhart, E. Jeanne Gleason, former Advisory
Board chair,  and Scott Becker, chair of the Advisory Board’s Public
Affairs committee.
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CHESTER “CHET” THOMAS (‘66) received the University of Pittsburgh at
Johnstown’s 2010 Distinguished Alumni Award.

  A life dedicated to serving others has earned Chester “Chet” Thomas (’66)  the
highest honor that Pitt-Johnstown bestows upon its alumni.  Chet received the
2010 Distinguished Alumni Award at this year’s Pitt-Johnstown Proud
celebration.  He, and his wife Lizzeth, traveled from Honduras to accept the
award.

  In recognizing Chet, President Spectar said, “Mr. Thomas has devoted his life
to the betterment of the people of Colombia, Guatemala and Honduras, working
in challenging circumstances to enhance human capacity and dignity, as well as
to achieve equity.  His selfless commitment to service sets a very strong example
for all of us.  Through his work, he exemplifies the true spirit of this award and is
a most deserving recipient.”

  A native of Somerset County, Chet is the founder and Executive Director of
Proyecto Aldea Global (PAG), also known as Project Global Village, located in
Honduras.  He attended Pitt-Johnstown during the “Asphalt Campus” days,
when the school was located in the Moxham section of Johnstown, and finished
his degree in education at the University’s Pittsburgh campus.

Project Global Village’s many initiatives have helped to improve living
conditions in Honduras, while creating access to education and healthcare.  The
organization has led the effort to construct 74 schools, 18 maternal child care

clinics, and 115 community health centers that provide health care for more than 500 communities.  Through a physical
infrastructure program, more than 1,000 miles of roads have been constructed to help small farmers market their
produce, and a ferry boat system was built to transport vehicles across the El Cajon dam.

On learning of his selection for the award, Chet  said, “I am humbled with the news of this award as it has been God
who has provided me this privilege to work with those in need in Central America and by doing so, honor his name.
Our work over these past 39 years has been fun, challenging, and very rewarding, as is this acknowledgment from the
alumni of Pitt-Johnstown.  I am very grateful.”

Nominate Now for 2011!

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2011 Distinguished Alumni Award.   If you know of an alumnus who
has distinguished him/herself with individual achievements, leadership in his/her professions, service to the
community, and loyalty to Pitt-Johnstown, then submit a nomination!

Candidates must have earned a bachelor’s or associate’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown (or
earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh after completing two years of study at Pitt-Johnstown
during a period when 4-year degrees were not available at the Johnstown campus).

Nominations for this award may be made by any member of the University community, including alumni, faculty,
staff, and Advisory Board members.  Any person wishing to nominate an individual for the award should submit a
nomination packet, which must include the following:
• completed nomination form,
• cover letter explaining why the candidate should be considered for the award, and
• details on awards, certificates, or other recognition received by the nominee.  Additionally, news clipping and a

resume/CV may be included.

Nomination forms are available on-line at: www.upj.pitt.edu/Alumni

Alumnus
A Distinguished
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For graduates and their families
attending Pitt-Johnstown’s 38th

annual Commencement ceremony,
this year’s event brought more than
the usual pomp and circumstance.
Attendees had the opportunity to
hear a story of how one man
overcame insurmountable obstacles
to survive a six-day, life-or-death
ordeal.

American hero Captain Scott F.
O’Grady, the Air Force fighter pilot
who survived a six-day ordeal after
being shot down over Bosnia, shared
the story that made headlines,
inspired millions, and taught the
importance of preparation, teamwork,
and leadership.

Captain O’Grady was shot down
over Bosnia while helping to enforce
the NATO no-fly zone in an F-16.
Alone, facing death, capture and the
elements, he discovered within
himself the spirit to go on and relied
on the skills learned during a lifetime
of preparing for the unthinkable. By
sharing his compelling life-and-death
story, he taught graduates the
importance of being able to adapt to
change and succeed under even the
most daunting and trying of
circumstances.  Even while isolated
behind enemy lines, Captain O’Grady
remained a member of a carefully
drilled team.  In his address, he
described the preparation, teamwork,
and leadership responsible for his
survival and for his dramatic rescue

by the US Marines — qualities that are crucial to success in every facet of life in
the real world.

Jeffrey Burtner, Student Government Association president, offered
remarks on behalf of the Pitt-Johnstown student body, and Abby Gearhart
spoke on behalf of the Class of 2010.

Dr. John W. Thompson, Pitt-Johnstown associate professor of mathematics,
served as grand marshal for the event. Alumni Association President Gladys
K. Go (’92) recognized the graduates as new alumni and encouraged them to
support the college by becoming active in the Association.   President Spectar,
who offered closing remarks, presented the President’s Medal of Excellence in
Teaching to Brian L. Houston, associate professor of civil engineering
technology.

In his closing comments, President Spectar offered, “It is always
bittersweet to say good-bye. But, in some respects, even though it is
bittersweet, we are happy to be a part of this milestone and watershed event,
and happy to help you set sail to a world of possibilities. We are grateful that
you chose Pitt-Johnstown for this phase of your life’s journey. We wish you
well as you move on, even as we ask you to come back, and come back
anytime. Godspeed as you pursue your dreams and make a difference in the
world.”

More than 560 students completed their degree requirements last year,
bringing the number of Pitt-Johnstown alumni to 19,000.

Earlier in the semester,  62 students were recognized for exemplary
academic achievement in a variety of fields at the annual Academic Honors
Convocation, held in March.  Then-Pennsylvania Secretary of Education Dr.
Gerald Zahorchak delivered the keynote address.

“We are standing at the cusp of a
limitless future; at the crossroads of
unpaved paths.  It is up to us to
smooth over those paths, to turn
them into the roads that will guide
those that follow.“
JEFFREY BURTNER, CLASS OF 2010

“Each one of you is blessed with
gifts...different gifts, unique to your-
self.  Find your niche, and share
your gifts with the world.”
ABBY GEARHART, CLASS OF 2010

Bragging Points

Pitt-Johnstown’s six-year graduation rate (63%) continues to increase,
while also staying well-ahead of the national average (34.7%).

Pitt-Johnstown’s first-to-second year retention rate (73%) shows that
students choosing to enroll here are satisfied with their decision, and
exceeds the national average (63.6%).

American Hero
Inspires Graduates
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With a passion for helping
others and a commitment to
raising the standards of
education for woman, Mary
Rose of Milwaukee has created
unprecedented opportunities
for young women in Africa.
Her work to build a dormitory
and educational development
center for a school in
Cameroon earned her the first-
ever President’s Medal of
Excellence.  She was presented
with her award at this year’s
Commencement ceremony.
     The President’s Medal of Excellence,
established by President Spectar, is
given to an individual who has
strengthened our communities by
empowering human beings to achieve
their fullest potential, contributing to
the dignity of all, and promoting
social progress.
     In recognizing Mary, President
Spectar commented, “Mary Rose
embraces the importance of education
and its capacity to transform
communities, particularly the lives of
the disadvantaged.  Through her
commitment to education, she is
creating unprecedented opportunities
for young women in Africa,
specifically in the republic of
Cameroon.”
     With a bachelor’s degree in
education from Mount Mary College
in Milwaukee, Mary worked as a
teacher in the Milwaukee public
school system and later served as a
community volunteer, alongside her
husband, while raising four
daughters.  In April 2001, following
her husband’s sudden death, Mary

“The genius of a champion for
individual freedom and social
progress like Mary Rose is that by
planting one tree, she really creates
a forest.”
PRESIDENT JEM SPECTAR

Education Champion Receives First-Ever President’s Medal

began volunteering at the community
center where he had served as a
board member. It was during her time
at the St. Ann’s Center for
Intergenerational Care that she first
learned of the St. Joseph’s Vocational
School for Girls in the missionary
community of Bafut, Cameroon.
     In 2004, Mary spent a month
visiting the school in Cameroon.  She
recounted her experience by saying,
“From my first visit, I was moved by
the generosity, hospitality and
vitality of the people of Cameroon.  I
found the culture rich and inspiring
and the countryside beautiful.  When
I returned to Milwaukee, I held in my
memory the beauty of the girls at St.
Joseph’s – their spirit, vitality, thirst
for education, and their potential.”
     Upon her return to the United
States, she embarked on a campaign

to raise money for the
construction of a dormitory
and educational development
center at St. Joseph’s School.
Her efforts raised more than a
half million dollars, and in
2008 the dormitory and
educational development
center was opened.  She
continues her involvement
with St. Joseph’s today and is
known as “Mama Rose” to
the school’s more than 350
students.
     President Spectar

commented, “The genius of a
champion for individual freedom and
social progress like Mary Rose is that
by planting one tree, she really
creates a forest.”
     Mary’s efforts have earned her
other honors including the 2008
Madonna Medal for Community
Service from Mount Mary College,
and the 2008 Vatican II Award for
Service to the Missions.
     In an interview, Mary once said,
“My education helped me to see the
importance of women developing
their voices and exercising their
choices.  I witnessed how women can
be an influence in our society and
how they are vitally important in
fostering social change here and in the
world.  Give a woman an education
and you educate a community.”

“Mama Rose” and students from St. Joseph’s
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Sharing her success with students

Heather Muir
Pitt-Johnstown alumna Heather

Muir ‘06 always loved getting beauty
magazines in the mail but never
actually thought about working for
one.  “At that time, I didn’t know what
a beauty editor was.  My parents
would get me subscriptions, and I’d
get excited to see them arrive in the
mail.  I loved how they mixed
creativity and writing.  Magazines
have the ability to take you to other
worlds.”  What Heather didn’t realize
at the time was where those
magazines would lead her.

Heather came to Pitt-Johnstown
looking for the right major and after
taking some communication classes
found her niche.

During her junior year, Heather was
invited to move to New York City for
the summer and intern with her
sister’s friend at SELF magazine.  It
was during that internship that she
fell in love with magazines and knew
exactly what she wanted to do after
graduation – work in the publishing
industry.  “I could combine my love
for beauty and writing.  I got a few
articles published and earned 12
credits, allowing me to graduate a
semester early.  A few weeks after

graduating, I received an e-mail from
a contact I had made at SELF.  She
asked me to interview for the beauty
assistant position at Cosmopolitan.”
After a series of interviews, Heather
moved to New York and has been
working in the industry ever since.
Six months into her job at Cosmo she
was promoted to associate beauty
editor where she remained for two

and a half years.  She wrote
beauty stories, talked on
weekly radio segments,
attended beauty market
events, and even assisted
writing a beauty book
published by Cosmo.

Heather moved onto
Seventeen magazine where she
served as beauty editor.  “I
directed beauty photo shoots,
wrote beauty stories, did
backstage videos at fashion
week, and got the opportunity
to help teen girls through the
power of beauty.”

Heather has recently been
named beauty news editor at
Allure Magazine which is
published by Condé Nast,
where she is responsible for
editing the beauty report
section and covering the
market.

When asked what her career means
to her, Heather said, “Never in a
million years did I imagine I’d get to
be doing something I love so much.  I
work extremely hard at my job,
because I know how lucky I am to
have it.  I’ve had opportunities I’d

never thought possible.  I’ve traveled
to Los Angeles and Key West for
shoots and press trips.  I’ve gotten to
interview Usher, Heidi Klum, Mary J
Blige, and Fergie.  I’m so thankful to
have a job that I’m excited about
every day.  I know that’s rare and I
want to make the most of it.  When I
see my name on the masthead or see

our new issue on the newsstand, I feel
proud and accomplished.”

Even with her busy career, Heather
has never forgotten her alma mater
and finds the time to give back to
Pitt-Johnstown students.  She has
become a mentor to several students
over the years, helping to find
internship opportunities and offering
suggestions on how to break into the
publishing business.  “I owe so much
of my success to mentors I’ve met
along the way.  I jump at the
opportunity to be that mentor to
students.  The biggest challenge is
getting your foot in the door.  Over
the past few years magazines have
experienced layoffs and have down-
sized.  My advice would be to get as
many internships as possible.  The

industry is extremely competitive so
it’s important to stack your resume
with great internships.  When you do
land an internship, it’s really
important to make personal
connections.  You do that by going
above and beyond whatever you are
asked to do.  You might think the
tasks are silly at the time, but if you
work hard, you’ll show your
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“Never in a million years did I imagine I’d get to be
doing something I love so much.  I work extremely
hard at my job, because I know how lucky I am to
have it.”
HEATHER MUIR ‘06
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Alumna honored by President Barack Obama

(photo courtesy of Our Town)

Pitt-Johnstown Alumni Association Board Member
Dr. Ben Vinzani Jr. ‘74 stands outside the Woodstock concert venue
with his favorite magazine.  Are you headed on vacation?  Take a
photo of yourself holding a Pitt-Johnstown Magazine and we’ll publish
it in an upcoming issue or we will post it the alumni web site.

President Barack Obama has named
Becky Piscitella ’99 a recipient of the
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching. The
award is the highest recognition that a
kindergarten through 12th-grade
mathematics or science teacher may receive
for outstanding teaching in the United
States. Becky teaches 11th-grade math at
Richland High School, Johnstown.

Awards are given to mathematics and
science teachers from each of the 50 states
and four US jurisdictions (Washington, DC;
Puerto Rico; Department of Defense Schools;
and the US territories). The teachers are
recognized for their contributions to
teaching and learning and their ability to
help students make progress in mathematics
and science. Awardees serve as models for
their colleagues, inspiration to their
communities, and leaders in the improvement of mathematics and science education.

President Spectar commented, “Through her outstanding work, she is contributing most strongly to her profession
and inspiring our young people to become involved in the increasingly important STEM (science, education,
engineering and mathematics) areas. It is extremely gratifying to see one of our alumni being recognized nationally for
her fine work.”

While a student at Pitt-Johnstown, Becky was a member of the Math Club, and was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi.
She graduated summa cum laude with her degree in secondary education mathematics.

Sharing her success
(continued)

supervisor you’re worthy of bigger
jobs that can go on your resume and
you can reflect back on in interviews.
You want to be the intern they
remember so when that assistant
position is open, you’ll be who they
consider.  I recommend past interns
for jobs all of the time.”

Heather currently resides in
Hoboken, N.J. where she is decorating
her first new apartment alone and
settling into her new job at Allure.  In
her free time she loves to get together
with her New York City friends-going
shopping in Hoboken or Soho,
grabbing dinner, or watching movies.
She also loves to come home and visit
her family.
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Faculty & Staff News

Awards & Recognitions
Dr. Julie Ankrum, assistant professor
of elementary education, was
inducted into Phi Kappa Phi.

Dawn Cable ‘95, instructor of
mathematics, received the Edward A.
Vizzini Teacher of the Year Award.

Dr. Patty Derrick, professor of English
literature, was named Teacher of the
Year Award by the Alpha Pi Omicron
Chapter, Sigma Tau Delta, the English
Honor Society.

Dr. Janet Grady was accepted for
fellowship into the American
Academy of Nursing and received the
2009 Store and Forward Award from
the Canadian Telehealth Society.

Dr. Robert Matson, professor of
history, was named Teacher of the
Year by the Epsilon Omega Chapter.

Dianna Van Blerkom, assistant
professor of education, and Dr.
Malcolm Van Blerkom, associate
professor of educational psychology
and interim chairperson of the
Education Division, received the
Robert Griffin Award for Long and
Outstanding Service to the College
Reading and Learning Association.

Dr. Raymond B. Wrabley Jr.,
professor of political science, has been
named the chair of the college’s Social
Science Division.

Retirements
• Dr. J. Anthony Capon  (33 yrs.)

Sociology
• Dr. Gregory M. Dick ‘68 (36 yrs.)

Electrical Engineering Technology
• Dr. Rodney Eatman (31 yrs.)

Theatre Arts
• Dr. William F. Fine (37 yrs.)

Sociology
• Dr. Monica Frolander-Ulf (37 yrs.)

Anthropology
• Dr. Jean James (19 yrs.)

Elementary Education
• Bernard Poole (26 yrs.)

Instructional Technology

• Dr. Karen Scanlon (13 yrs.)
Education

• Dianna Van Blerkom (21 yrs.)
Education

• Stanley Yerep  (6 yrs.)
Accounting

Staff Retirements
• Ella Cook (14 yrs.)

Physical Plant
• Dr. Robert Yaskanich (11 yrs.)

Personal Counseling Center
• Joseph Parker ‘69 (29 yrs.)

Purchasing
• Kathleen Sumak (22 yrs.)

Physical Plant
• Sandra Smith (32 yrs.)

Continuing Medical Education

Faculty Promotions
• Dr. Ako Inuzuka  to Associate

Professor of Communication
• Dr. Maddumage Karunaratne to

Associate Professor of Engineering
Technology

• Dr. Mark Previte to Associate
Professor of Education

• Dr. Reece Rahman to Associate
Professor of Psychology

• Dr. Raymond W. Wrabley Jr. to
Professor of Political Science

New Staff
• Kara Borsa, Counselor

Academic Success Center/RealWorld
Career Services

• Gayle Denk, Director
Continuing Medical Education

• Kerry Harper, Counselor
Personal Counseling Center

• Ingrid Kloss, Conference and Sales
Manager
Conference Services

• Jana Kohler, Registration Specialist
Registrar’s Office

• Jesse Leonard, Area Coordinator
Housing & Residence Life

• Christopher Porter, Counselor
Academic Success Center

• Nathan Tenerowicz, Manager
Purchasing

New Faculty
• Dr. Miron Bekker,  Asst. Professor

of Mathematics
• Dr. Timothy Evans, Asst. Professor

of Biochemistry
• Dr. Shouling He, Asst. Professor of

Engineering Technology
• Dr. Jill Henning, Asst. Professor of

Biology
• Elizabeth Katrancha, Visiting

Instructor of Nursing
• Dr. Randy Kelly, Asst. Professor of

Engineering Technology
• Dr. Donna Kowalczyk, Asst.

Professor of Education
• Derek Leben, Visiting Instructor of

Philosophy
• Dr. Thomas Malosh, Asst. Professor

of Chemistry
• Joel Miller, Visiting Asst. Professor

of Chemistry
• Katie Monsour, Visiting Instructor

of Education
• Jacqueline Myers, Visiting

Instructor of Education
• Gregory Petyak, Visiting Asst.

Professor of Business
• Frank Pietryga, Visiting Asst.

Professor of Engineering Technology
• Dr. Ann Rea, Asst. Professor of

English Literature
• Douglas Reed, Asst. Professor of

Business
• Dr. Andrea Ryan, Asst. Professor of

Sociology
• Kenneth Warner, Visiting

Instructor of Political Science
• Dr. Rebecca Webb, Asst. Professor

of Biology
• Susan Wieczorek, Instructor of

Communication
• Daniel Yunetz, Asst. Professor of

Business

Did You Realize ?
Earlier this year, Pitt-Johnstown
launched the largest faculty hiring
initiative in our history with the
availability of 23 faculty positions.
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Lynn Iams Barger has joined Pitt-Johnstown’s executive leadership team as
Chief Advancement Officer.  Lynn, who was selected following a national search,
assumed her duties on July 1.

Lynn received her BA (summa cum laude) from Washington and Jefferson
College and her Master of Public Management (with highest distinction) from
Carnegie Mellon University’s H. John Heinz III School of Public Policy and
Management.  She comes to Pitt-Johnstown from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania where she has served as Associate Vice President for
Development, Acting Vice President for University Relations, and Director of
Corporate and Foundation Relations.  Her career has also included positions
with Washington and Jefferson College, Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, and
Butler County Chamber of Commerce.  She is a member of the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education and the Association of Fundraising
Professionals.

Lynn will lead Pitt-Johnstown’s advancement efforts, which encompass
development and alumni relations.

Chief Advancement Officer Named

President’s Award for
Teaching Excellence

Brian Houston
Associate Professor,

Civil Engineering Technology

President’s Staff Award
for Excellence in Service

to the Community

Joyce Radovanic ‘05
Director

Conference Services

President’s Staff Award
for Excellence in Service

to Pitt-Johnstown

Beverly Walyersiak
Box Office Manager

Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center

Presidential Honorees
Each year, members of the faculty and staff are recognized for excellence in their service at Pitt-
Johnstown.  This year, three employees were honored with awards from President Jem Spectar.  Please
join us in congratulating them!
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Alumni Association Update

Membership in the Pitt-Johnstown Alumni Association is off
the charts!  In just four years, Association memberships have
increased by 114%.  Much of this increase is directly
attributable to the work of the members of the Alumni
Association Board of Directors, who have been working to
reconnect alumni through expanding Homecoming
festivities and supporting several campus events and
community organizations.

It’s off the charts!New Members
Congratulations to the newest

members of the Pitt-Johnstown
Alumni Association Board of
Directors:  Nancy Rottler ‘90, Judith
A. McGuirk ’98, Jessica Bellas ’93,
Barbara L. Berk ‘78, Michael P. Hruska
‘00, and Joseph Matthew Sernell ‘06.

Officers for the coming year are:
· Gladys Go ’92, President
· Jeffrey Philibin ’88, Vice
  President
· Jeanne Feathers ’87, Secretary
· Melissa Bunk ’92, Treasurer

Annual Mountain Cat Tournament
This year’s Mountain Cat

Tournament is being held December
17 and 18 in the Pitt-Johnstown
Sports Center.  Teams participating in
the tournament are Bishop McCort,
Greater Johnstown, North Star, and
Tussey Mountain  High Schools.
Tickets are $5 and are available at the
door.  Dr. Ernest J. Mantini ‘79 chairs
the event.

Pitt-Johnstown Proud
The 2010 Pitt-Johnstown Proud

event raised $10,000 for the annual
alumni scholarship.  The evening
featured the presentation of the
Distinguished Alumnus Award.
Watch your mailboxes for
information about the next event!

Graduate Recognition
Congratulations to Krysten A.

Medzie, a 2010 psychology graduate,
from Clearfield, Pa.  Ms. Medzie won

the Pitt-Johnstown Alumni
Association new graduate
membership drawing for an iPod
Touch.

Get Involved!

Are you looking for ways to support your alma mater?  The Alumni Association’s leadership team is looking for new
members to serve on the alumni board. If you’re enthusiastic, have lots of great ideas to share, and are willing to roll
up your sleeves and help make a difference... please consider applying for one of the open slots.

Alumni Association elections will be held in spring 2011.  If you are interested in having your name appear on the
ballot, please submit a completed application by Friday, December 31, 2010.  In order to be eligible to have your
name placed on the ballot, all individuals must be active Alumni Association members who meet the criteria listed
under the “responsibilities” section contained in the application packet.

Nomination packets can be downloaded from the Alumni web site at: www.upj.pitt.edu/upjalum
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Alumna’s Generosity
Sets an Example for Others

“With this leadership gift, Ms. Stroz has set an
example, which she strongly encourages other alumni
to emulate.  Ms. Stroz’s  gift at this time in her life
speaks volumes about her spirit and values, as well as
her commitment to Pitt-Johnstown’s future.  We are
truly heartened by Ms. Stroz’s support.”
DR. JEM SPECTAR

Dorothy Louise
Stroz ’84, who
earned her
bachelor’s degree in
geography and
political science, is
exhibiting her
Mountain Cat Pride in
her alma mater.
Dorothy was
reacquainted with
the University of
Pittsburgh at
Johnstown when
she attended the
Washington, DC
Alumni Reception
on May 25.  The
warm welcome by
President Jem
Spectar, Helen
Golubic, and Bob
Knipple reminded
Dorothy why she
loved being a
student and is

proud to be an alumnus.  She was so impressed by the recent
achievements on campus that she decided to contribute to the current
and future success of Pitt-Johnstown by creating a lasting legacy that
will benefit current and future students.

Dorothy established a long-term commitment to Pitt-Johnstown in
September by creating a scholarship in her parents’ name.  The Merle V.
and Dorothy A. (Partsch) Stroz Scholarship achieves two of Dorothy’s
lifetime goals, namely creating a lasting legacy to honor her parents
and to help others achieve a college education at Pitt-Johnstown.    The
scholarship will benefit full-time sophomore, junior, or senior
students with good grades
and provides a number of
benefits, including funding
study abroad.

“With this leadership gift,”
Dr. Spectar commented,
“Ms. Stroz has set an
example, which she
strongly encourages other
alumni to emulate.  Ms.
Stroz’s gift at this time in
her life speaks volumes
about her spirit and values,

as well as her commitment to Pitt-
Johnstown’s future.  We are truly
heartened by Ms. Stroz’s support.”

Dorothy is grateful for the support of
her parents’ because it was their
values that enabled her to graduate
from college and to establish this
scholarship fund.  She also recognizes
Drs. Mary Lavine, William Kory,
James Alexander, and the late Drs.
Robert Hunter and Albert Vannucci
for inspiring her commitment to
education and lifelong learning.
Dorothy said, “I am truly grateful to
be able to honor my parents in this
manner and to benefit the current and
future students of my alma mater.”

Upon her graduation from Pitt-
Johnstown, Dorothy earned an MA in
geography at the University of
Cincinnati before accepting a position
at the US Census Bureau, where she
currently works in the Geography
Division.  She has also earned a
Master’s Certificate in project
management from the George
Washington University and is
certified as a Project Management
Professional (PMP) by the Project
Management Institute
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We are

Mountain Cat Proud
of our successful alums!

1960s

Patricia A. (Petrosky) Jones ’69 is
program manager – principal induction
at Johns Hopkins University, School of
Education, Baltimore, Md.

James A. Eckenrode ‘67 was honored in a
special tribute during the dedication of
WindberPlace at Windber Medical
Center, Windber, Pa.  He has retired as
chief medical officer of Windber
Medical Center.

1970s

Ralph G. Kent Jr. ‘72 is territory sales
manager for Luzerne Optical, Wilkes-
Barre, Pa.

Dan Hummel ’74 was promoted to
executive vice president of AmeriServ
Financial, Inc., Johnstown.

Roberta (Morgart) Black ’76 received a
master’s degree in political science
from The Citadel Graduate College,
Charleston, S.C.  She is currently
employed at Charleston Southern
University as coordinator of student
intervention and also professor of
Journalism.

Michael Musheno ’76 serves as senior
staff occupational safety and health
analyst at Lockheed Martin
Corporation, Exton, Pa.

Richard S. Callan, DMD ‘77 has been
named chair of the Department of
General Dentistry for the Medical
College of Georgia School of Dentistry.

Blaine Lucas ‘78 will be teaching a course
on Land Use this fall at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law.

John Rihacek ‘78 is now with Pavliv and
Rihacek in Howell, N.J.

John F. Paros ’79 was awarded the Life
Underwriters Training Council Fellow
designation from the American College,
one of the life insurance industry’s
premier professional credentials.  Mr.
Paros is an agency sales director for the
Johnstown, Dubois, and Delmont, Pa.,
MetLife agencies.  He is also a member
of the National Association of Insurance
and Financial Advisors.

1980s

Mark Drenchko ’80 is vice president
business banking at Huntingdon
National Bank in Cranberry Township,
Pa.

Doug Spence ‘81 is now with Vincler and
Knoll in Pittsburgh.

Sean C. Isgan ’82 was appointed to the
Board of Directors of Somerset Trust
Holding Co. and Somerset Trust Co.  Mr.
Isgan is a founding partner of CME
Engineering LP, CME Operations LP, and
CME Laboratories LP.  He also serves as
President of the Somerset County
Economic Development Council, and is
a member of the Pitt-Johnstown
Advisory Board, a board member and
past president of Somerset County
Chamber of Commerce, and a past
president of the Somerset Jaycees.

Douglas M. Lee ‘83 works in the
Decennial Management Division at the
US Census Bureau.  He currently is
working as the 2010 Census Advisor to
American Samoa working with the
Samoan Government to conduct the
2010 Census in American Samoa.

Richard Alan Hay ’84 is senior project
manager for SAIC, Frederick, Md.

J. Jeff Kosor ’84 is a district sales
manager employed by AstraZeneca,
Wilmington, Del.

Shane M. Swisher ’84 is senior public
relations strategist for Pavone
Advertising, Harrisburg, Pa.

Joseph Michael Zaccaria ’84 is SAP
Support Center Team Lead for Rockwell
Automation, Milwaukee, Wis.

Robert J. Albright ’85 is the executive
territory business manager for Mead
Johnson Nutrition.

Tom McDermott ‘85 is now a partner
with Gaitens, Tucceri & Nicholas, PC in
Pittsburgh.

Timothy F. Olshewsky ’87 joined MetLife
in Johnstown as a Financial Services
Representative.

Michael B. Yeager ’87 serves as director,
Credit CEO of Cardinal Health, Inc.,
Dublin, Ohio.

Edwena K. Eger ’88 is a design engineer,
registered as a professional engineer in
four states.  She has also earned her
private pilot’s license.

Colette M. Releford ’89 is serving as
president of Strive Business Solutions
which was named Small Business of the
Year 2009 by the Gaithersburg-
Germantown Chamber of Commerce
(GGCC).  Ms. Releford is also a member
of the Association of Professional
Business Writers, the National Black
MBA Association DC Chapter, Institute

Class NotesClass Notes
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Alumni
Margaret T. Ambrisco ‘88

James Areida ‘43
David F. Betz ‘60

Irene E. Brosig ‘55
Alice C. Collins ‘42

Karen A. Cuppett ‘75
Marion I. Garbinski ‘45
Robert L. Hagerich ‘41
Clyde E. Harriger ‘49

Robert F. Klein ‘73
Robert O. Koehler ‘49

John J. Kuzmiak ‘53
Russell W. McCauliff ‘74

Lynn C. McClain ‘90
G. G. Mihalick ‘66

Michael J. Miller ‘83
John P. Murtha ‘55

Matthew A. Oberst ‘08
Richard P. O’Shea ‘55
Richard F. Seifert ‘69
Marsha A. Smith ‘73

Elvin H. Steeg ‘49
Charles Volchansky ‘47

Brian L. Yezek ‘03

Faculty
Dr. William T. Doncaster Jr.

In Memoriam

Class Notes
of Facility Managers, Network Referral
Group and UMUC Alumni Organization.

1990s

Thomas Mark Bender ’90 is a process
engineer for Silgan Plastics Corporation
in Norcross, Ga.

Robert G. Ganter ’91 is project manager
of Major Projects for Reliant Energy.

Thomas M. Jacobsen ’91 is director,
Medical Affairs for ViroPharma
Incorporated, Exton, Pa.  He completed
post doctoral training at Harvard
University School of Medicine in
Infectious Diseases.  He also published
his first textbook:  Modern Pharmaceutical
Industry: A Primer by Jones & Bartlett
Publishers.  He serves as an adjunct
professor at the University of
Pennsylvania, and adjunct professor at
Temple University School of Pharmacy.

Scott Shumaker ’91 is currently working
at Service Employees International
Union in the Global Organizing
Partnerships Program, Washington D.C.

Kelly L. (Blattenberger) Conger ’92 is a
grant writer at Alliance for Nonprofit
Resources, Inc., Butler, Pa.

Earl Waddell ’92 is manager of the
Cambria Somerset Authority,
Johnstown.

Michele Lynn Argast ’93 is a marketing
project manager at Leadsource,
Pittsburgh.

Crystal Fortwangler ‘93 has accepted a
two-year Mellon post-doctoral
fellowship in Humanities and
Environment at Lafayette College in
Easton, Pa.

Deanne Brutts O’Dell ‘94 is with Eckert,
Seamans, Chein & Mellott LLC in
Harrisburg.

Michelle (Goodman) Stumpf ’94 is
currently employed as registrar at
Pennsylvania Highlands Community
College, Johnstown.

Jeff Tarker ‘94 is now with Conlon Taker,
Butler, Pa.

Corinna Wengryn Caudill ‘95 is currently
a freelance writer based in Atlanta with
expertise on Ukrainian and Carpatho-
Rusyn diaspora communities.

Jason S. Snyder ’95 was named vice
president of WordWrite
Communications, LLC, Wexford, Pa.

Stacy J. Carbaugh ’96 is manager of
marketing and customer relations at
Family Hospice and Palliative Care.  He
recently received his master’s degree in
business administration from
Waynesburg University.

Kirk Edward Johnson ’96 is senior
systems engineer for Concurrent
Technologies Corporation, Johnstown.

Scott N. Rhine ‘96 was named a senior
associate with Gannett Fleming, an
international construction firm.  He is
presently transportation director and
project manager, Clearfield, Pa.

Chad Serena ‘96 completed his PhD at
the Graduate School of Public and
International Affairs at the University of
Pittsburgh in 2010.

Tiffany Trofino ‘96 is now with the U.S.
Strategic Command in Omaha.

Nikki S. (Panasci) Armstrong ’98 is a
psychology post-doctoral Fellow
employed by VA San Diego Healthcare
System, San Diego, Calif.

Nikki (Gerba) Cleary ’98 is a teacher for
Shaler Area School District, Glenshaw,
Pa.

Elizabeth G. (Barrows) Elliott ’98 is the
lead offline captioner for VITAC Corp.,
Canonsburg, Pa.  She is married Robert
Thomas Elliott  ’09.

Heidi Kordish Haynes ‘98 completed her
juris doctor at Thomas Cooley in 2001
and is currently an Associate with B.J.
Haynes in Burke, Va.

Jennifer Marie (Davis) Jones ’98 is an
associate for American Petroleum
Institute, Washington D.C.

Sonya L. (Thompson) Snow ’98 is an
Independent PartyLite consultant,
PartyLite Gifts, Inc. Cranberry
Township, Pa.

Scott Charles Thomas ’98 is a culinary
professional for Red Lobster, Altoona.

Carrie Holsopple Bowers ‘99 is a senior
associate at Post & Schell in Pittsburgh.
She also has been named a second time
to the Pennsylvania Rising Star/Super
Lawyer list for 2010.

Sean Chelius ’99 is a geologist/field
services manager for SSM Group, Inc.,
Reading, Pa.

Stephen J. Flowers ’99 is a post-doctoral
fellow at the University of Medicine and
Dentistry, Newark, NJ.

Bryan Michael Wilhelm ’99 is employed
as a control system design engineer for
Emerson Process Management,
Pittsburgh.

Angela A. Yost ’99 is a research
accounting supervisor, University of
Pittsburgh Cardiovascular Institute.  She
also received Masters of Business
Administration from the Katz Graduate
School of Business at the University of
Pittsburgh.

2000s

Kristen Denne ’00 has been hired as city
manager for the City of Johnstown.

Lesley Childers-Potts ‘00 has a private
practice and serves as part-time public
defender in Bedford.
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Congratulations to Josh and Lacey (Schmidt) Fetcko on their  June 19, 2010,
wedding at the Whalley Chapel.  The wedding party members were all Pitt-
Johnstown alumni.  Left to right: Katie Cline ‘08, Corey Elzar ‘09, Brittany Corsaro ‘08,
Jarid Antonio ‘09, Jen Maffeo ‘08, Tom Shearer ‘09, Laura Yetsko ‘10, Josh Fetcko ‘09, and
Lacey Fetcko ‘08.

Class Notes

Kimberly Sue (Ream) Cook ’01 serves as
a tax levy specialist on the Legal
Services Team with United Health Care
Insurance Company.  She wed fellow
alum, Troy Cook ’93, at the J. Irving
Whalley Memorial Chapel, October
2004.

David Harbin ‘01 has now established
Harbin & Cheeatow, LLC in Hagerstown,
Md.

Dorian Lea Herring ’01 is a senior
program analyst for U.S. Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, Arlington, Va.  She
graduated from the University of
Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public
and International Affairs, April 2003 with
a masters degree in Security and
Intelligence Studies.

Sandy (King) Johnson ’01 is an
underwriter for Mid-Continent
Insurance Company in Somerset, Pa.

Dana Bekavac ’02 is the associate
director of the Student Success Center
at Point Park University School of
Business.

Corrin (Cochran) Linkes ’03 is a guidance
counselor for Armstrong School District,
Ford City, Pa.

Elisha Ahavah Seager ’03 is a site
acquisition specialist for SAI
Communications, Richmond, Va.

Leann H. (Hassen) Schilling ’03 is a
hematology research associate at

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta/Aflac
Cancer Center and Blood Disorders
SVC, Atlanta Ga.

Michelle S. Bradley ’04 serves as a senior
team lead for Cerner Corporation,
Kansas City, Mo.

Alexander Gorshenin ’04 obtained an
MBA with a concentration in
international business at Saint Francis
University, Loretto, Pa.  His first job out
of college was with Hughes Network
Systems in  Frankfurt, Germany.  He
currently is the German/Austrian Desk
officer for the International Trade
Administration.

Katie A. Knepshield ’04 is a Kindergarten
teacher for Apollo-Ridge School District,
Spring Church,
Pa.

Christine M. (Wilson) Long ‘04 is a fifth
grade teacher, Cathedral Catholic
Academy, Johnstown.

Erika Mills ‘04 is an associate with
Stapleton & Byham LLC in Warren, Pa.

Alison M. Link ’05 is a technology
coordinator, Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown.

Matthew Mazonkey ‘05 has been named
Chief of Staff and military legislative
assistant to U.S. Representative Mark
Critz (D-Pa.).

Christopher L. Tresnicky ’05 was
awarded the Doctor of Osteopathic

Medicine Degree from Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine.  He is
continuing his medical training in
anesthesiology at Pontiac Osteopathic
Hospital, Pontiac, Mich.

Lauren K. (Kowalski) Vaksman ’05 is a
prospect researcher at Duquesne
University, Pittsburgh.

Amy Burger ‘06 completed her MA in
political science at West Virginia
University in 2008 and is currently
seeking a master’s degree in history
and completion of her teaching
certification at Millersville University.

Andy Glessner ‘06 completed his juris
doctor at Case Western Reserve,
passed the bar last summer, and is
working in Cleveland.

Chris Solomon ‘06 completed his MPIA in
Human Security at the University of
Pittsburgh in 2001 and is currently in
Washington, D.C. studying Arabic.

Cole Beehner ’07 is a staff accountant II
with Malin Bergquist & Co., Greensburg,
Pa.

Katie S. Buehner ’07 is the coordinator of
first year residential programming and
resident director at Warren Wilson
College, Swannanoa, NC.  She earned a
masters of arts degree in Student
Affairs in Higher Education, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania, May 2009.

Lisa Marie Freidhoff ’07 is a 2009
graduate of St. Francis University with a
master’s in education, where she
received the 2009 Outstanding Graduate
Education Student Award.  Currently she
is pursuing a master’s in Literacy and
Reading Specialist Certification at IUP.
She is a second grade teacher at
Westmont Hilltop Elementary School.

Danielle M. Parks ’07 is a graduate,
Duquesne University’s Paralegal
Institute and received her paralegal
certificate in May 2009.

Cristy Lynn (McCready) Shumac ’07 is
employed as a Civil Engineer
Transportation at PennDot District 9-0,
Hollidaysburg, Pa.

Trista Simon ‘07 is a claim manager for
Cigna Insurance in Pittsburgh.

Lacey (Schmidt) Fetcko ’08 is an
assistant to the Vice President for
Student Services at Pennsylvania
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Class Notes

On February 8, Pitt-Johnstown lost a great friend and distinguished alumnus, and our community lost a tireless
champion with the passing of Congressman John P. Murtha.

As an alumnus, Congressman Murtha established the John P. and Joyce Murtha Center for Continuing Education
and Professional Development at Pitt-Johnstown, which creates opportunities for students in our region to pursue
graduate-level degrees.  To date, more than 175 students have earned their graduate degrees in social work,
engineering, and nursing through the Murtha Educational Center.

In addition to a 37-year military career, Congressman Murtha served
the people of the 12th Congressional District since 1974.  During his time
in the House, Congressman Murtha helped to create more than 5,000
family-sustaining jobs in Western Pennsylvania. At the time of his death,
Mr. Murtha was the Chairman of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense.

The Congressman’s honors include the Bronze Star with Combat “V,”
two Purple Hearts, the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, the John F.
Kennedy Profiles in Courage Award, the National Breast Cancer Coalition
Leadership Award, the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry’s
Government Leader of the Year, the Navy Distinguished Service Medal,
and the Pennsylvania Meritorious Service Medal.

On Mr. Murtha’s passing, President Spectar commented, “Mr. Murtha’s
loss will be felt far and wide.  He will be remembered as someone who
cared deeply about his community, who devoted his life to service, and
whose work made a tremendous difference in the lives of his
constituents.“

In April, the Congressman’s family established the John P. Murtha
Foundation to honor the legacy of the late Congressman.  The foundation
plans to build The John P. Murtha Center for Public Service on the Pitt-
Johnstown campus.  The planned 30,000-square-foot facility will house
classrooms, multi-purpose space, museum space and office space.  The Center will also serve as the repository for
Mr. Murtha’s archives.

Remembering a Distinguished Alumnus

Highlands Community College,
Johnstown.

Mark R. Luther ‘08 completed the exam
to become a Certified Public Accountant
and is employed as a staff accountant
with the Catanese Group, Johnstown.

Brent N. Allen ‘09 is an accounting
associate at Sisterson & Co. LLP.

Josh Fetcko ‘09 works for Trumbull
Corporation in Pittsburgh.

John Hartman ‘09 is completing his
Masters degree at the Graduate School
of Public and International Affairs at the
University of Pittsburgh.  He has taken a
position as a Veterans Service
Representative at the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Stephanie Ann Lambert ’09 is a software
developer for Northrop Grumman,
Johnstown.

Thomas Belli ‘10 will enter the MPA
program at West Virginia University this
fall.

Thomas F. Brown ‘10 has been hired as
director of geographic information
systems, engineering technician, with
the Greater Johnstown Water Authority.

Jeff Burtner ‘10 begins graduate study in
Florence, Italy, this fall under the
auspices of the James Madison
University MA program in political
science with a concentration on
European Union Policy Studies.

Devon Casti ‘10 will attend the Thomas
M. Cooley Law School in Michigan this
fall.

Ryan Cribbs ‘10 will be attending
Duquesne University School of Law this
fall.

James Koban ‘10 will be attending the
Pennsylvania State University Dickinson
School of Law this fall.

Paul Moreau ‘10 has been commissioned
in the United States Army.

Ian Shirt ‘10 has entered the Peace Corp
and will be stationed in Nicaragua for
the next two years.

Alexis Wieczorek ‘10 has accepted a
position as a teacher in the United
States Embassy in Bolivia.

Do you have something
to share?

Tell your former classmates
what you’re doing!

Submit your information to
Institutional Advancement

via  e-mail to upjalum@pitt.edu.
You can also submit updates

from our web site:
www.upj.pitt.edu/upjalum.
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Greater Connections
With our Communities

Once described as “the best-kept secret,” Pitt-Johnstown continues to reach out
to our community as a leading contributor to the area’s educational, social,
cultural and economic development.  For example, did you know that more
than 36,000 people visited the Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center last year?
Or, did you know that our annual PITT-nic in the park attracts more than 800
people each year?

Last year, more than 100 high school students from five school districts
attended the annual Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
Day, which included demonstrations and hands-on activities to stimulate
interest in careers in the STEM areas.  The number of students participating in
our dual enrollment program, providing high school students with an
opportunity to earn college credit at Pitt-Johnstown, more than doubled to 13.

Through efforts led by Drs. Mary Lavine and Dennis McNair, Pitt-
Johnstown hosted the annual Climate Change Forum (previously known as the
Global Warming Solutions Forum) in March.  The theme of this year’s event
was “International Perspectives.”  In addition to presentations by several Pitt-
Johnstown faculty representing a number of disciplines across campus, the
event featured Ed Perry, a retired aquatic wildlife biologist with the US Fish
and Wildlife Service, and alumna Jessica Bellas, who facilitated sessions for the
Clinton Global Initiative-Asia while living in China.  Plans are already
underway for next year’s event.  More information is available at
www.upj.pitt.edu/ClimateChange.

Alexander Hamilton was the featured “great American” at the 13th annual
Great Americans Day Citizenship Forum.  Dr. William Pencak, professor of
history and Jewish studies at Penn State University, spoke before a packed
house including students from nine local school districts.   Special thanks to
Skip and Adelle Picking for their generous support in making this annual event
possible.

Be sure to visit our web site (www.upj.pitt.edu) to view our calendar of
events!

Far right: Pam Sabol, Beverly Walerysiak, and Willie
Myers get ready to serve more than 800 hot dogs at last
year’s PITT-nic in the Park.  The annual event is a
signature component of our
Homecoming Celebration, and
provides an opportunity to return
to our roots in downtown
Johnstown.  Right: Dr. Spectar,
PJ the Mountain Cat, and Sherri
Rae were among the volunteers
welcoming visitors to the PITT-
nic.

2010
Distinguished
Alumni Award
Recipient Chet
Thomas,
executive
director of
Proyecto Aldea
Global,
delivered the
GLOCAL
Society Lecture.

Photo by Andy Marchese

Joshua Cooper
Ramo, the
international
bestselling
author of The
Age of the
Unthinkable, was
the featured
speaker at the
Pasqeurilla
Lecture Series.
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Fiscal Year 2010 at a Glance

Education & General Expenditures: $24.6 million (a decrease of 2.79% over FY 2009)

Auxiliary Enterprises Revenue: $16.8 million (an increase of 5.7% over FY 2009)

Auxiliary Enterprise Expenses: $15.8 million (an increase of 5.5% over FY 2009)

Amount of Financial Aid Awarded: $34.2 million (an increase of 2.4% over FY 2009)

Endowment Value: $25.7 million (an increase of 9.3% over FY 2009)

Pitt-Johnstown

Vital Statistics
Student enrollment .......................................... 3,000
Faculty ................................................................ 141 (full-time)

112 (part-time/adjunct)
Staff ..................................................................... 236
Student-to-Faculty Ratio ................................ 18:1
Undergraduate Majors .................................... 46
Student Organizations .................................... 85
Alumni ............................................................... 19,000
Number of graduates in 2010 ........................ 544
Number of major buildings ........................... 35
Total acreage ..................................................... 655
Facilities: Educational & General ................... 437,316 sq. ft.
Facilities: Residential ....................................... 579,733 sq. ft.
Most popular majors: ...................................... Education/Pre-Education - 465

Business/Pre-Business - 457
Engineering Technology (Civil,
Computer, Electrical and
Mechanical) - 435
Medical Professions - 371

Annual economic impact: ............................... $60 million

Pitt-Johnstown’s second  “@ Your
Service” week was a tremendous
success.  Described by The Tribune-
Democrat as an “Act of Goodwill,” the
project involved more than 330
volunteers performing more than 800
hours of service, while raising more
than $1,600 for charity.

The first-ever
Blue and Gold
Gala raised
$24,497 for
athletic
scholarships
at Pitt-
Johnstown.
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The Year in Giving
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

Thank you for giving to
the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.

Board Council
Donors of $10,000 or more

Community Foundation for the Alleghenies
CTC Foundation
G. William Klemstine Foundation
William H. Mallinson '53
Pasquerilla Enterprises, LP
Mark E. Pasquerilla
Pennsylvania Higher Education Foundation
Carole A. Schilling '63
Sodexo Operations, LLC
Douglas R. Weimer, Esq. '75
James E. and Margaret Wilkes '54

President’s Circle
Donors of $5,000 to $9,999

1st Summit Bank
Ashbridge Oil Company, Inc.
Conemaugh Health Foundation
Rob and Jeanne Gleason
Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Sax '58
Somerset Trust Company
Verizon Foundation

Millennium Society
Donors of $1,000 to 4,999

Air Products and Chemicals
Alpern Rosenthal
AmeriServ Financial
Berwind Corporation
Blue Diamond Holdings, LLC
The Rev. Wilbert A. Boerstler, PhD '52
Gilbert E. Caroff, Esq. '52
Carpenter Financial
Albert H. Christ '61
Conemaugh Health System
Vincent L. Coppola '01
Crown American
Byron K. and Lana V. Custer '63 '65
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Dewar
DRS Laurel Technologies
First Commonwealth Bank
Martin A. Fritz, Esq. '86
Kathy Rhodes-Gajewski
Eileen M. Gardenhire '87
Robert K. Gramling '78
H.A.S. Enterprises
Jean C. Hoover '56
Ronald P. Hoover '56
HR Consultants, Inc.
Velva Idzkowsky
Vincent J. and Marjorie B. Jacob '77
JWF, Inc.
L. Robert Kimball and Associates
Peter P. and Elizabeth Korch '84
Jacqueline D. Kulback '86
Laurel Motors Holding Company
Jeffrey A. Lavine
Dr. Mary P. Lavine F/S
Paul E. Lego '54
H. F. Lenz Company

Leadership Associates
Donors of $500 to $999

Aline W. Waite-Bantly '44
Victor S. Bantly, MD '38
W. Thomas Berriman '50
Chris C. Bowman
Robert F. Bulas '60
Dr. Hubert Callihan
Jonna M. Contacos-Sawyer '83
Michael C. Corcetti '08
Fetterolf Group, Inc.
First Commonwealth Bank
FN Trust Company
Freeman James Fullerton, PE '76
General Electric Foundation
Ralph S. Graff '43
Drs. William M. and Nancy C. Grove '67
Dr. James F. Gyure '70 F/S
Madeline Gyure '70
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hlivko
Bob and Julie Horowitz
Integrated Technologies & Services, LLC
Sean C. Isgan, PE, PLS '82
Shawn R. Johnson '08
Gerald S. Johnston, MD '51
Johnstown Material Handling Incorporated
Richard L. and Cynthia H. Karcher
Henry B. Klinar '76
Robert W. Knipple '87 F/S
Dr. Carl and Susan Konvolinka
Marilyn J. Kreitzburg
John E. Lackatos '57
Jeffrey K. Laird '87
Laurel Auto Group
Laurel Holdings, Inc.
Reta M. Peck-Long
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mardis

Ernest J. Mantini, DMD '79
Linda L. Mantini '88 F/S
Metropolitan Life Foundation
William J. Mullaney '82
North American Hoganas Incorporated
Pennsylvania Society of Professional

Engineers
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Picking III
John W. Ponas
Julie A. Prazich, MD '68
Re/Max Team Realtors
RNDT, Inc.
Scott Lynn Properties
Philip J. Sebes '69
Shaffer's Bottled Gas
C. Edward Sherlock '61
Debra D. Sherlock
Slovenian Savings and Loan Association
Anthony T. Sossong '53
Dr. Jem Spectar F/S
Dr. Clark W. Strausser
Turner Construction Company
Dianna L. Van Blerkom
Dr. Malcolm L. Van Blerkom F/S
Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo Foundation
Windber Medical Center

Century Club
Donors of $250 to $499

Marilyn A. Alberter '97 F/S
Armstrong World Industries
Kelly M. Austin F/S
Dr. and Mrs. Magdi Azer
The Babcock and Wilcox Company
Emily Babik
Alexandra L. Bachman
Susan Marie Aurandt-Barker
Cynthia M. Bathurst '88
Dr. and Mrs. Joel E. Borkow
Stephanie N. Buncich
Mr. Richard A. Burkert and Ms. Ellen

Singleton
Derek T. Callihan
Charles Enterprises
Conemaugh Valley Lions Club
Sarah A. Cordek
D'Appolonia Engineering Division of Ground

Technology, Inc.
Deloitte Foundation
DiLoreto Landscaping
Alex D. Dysinger
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Dziagwa
E.MAP
Richard B. Edwards '48
Ernest J. Mantini D.M.D. and Rocco M.

Mantini D.M.D.
Excelloy Industries, Inc.
Jesse J. Fresch
Jean Fullerton '76
Christopher A. Garaventa
Nicholas T. and Gazzo '07

Gary A. Minchau, DMD '68
Susan H. Minchau '68
Craig A. Minnick '86
Rebecca A. Minnick
Paul A. Moravek '83
Musser Engineering, Inc
Northwest Savings Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard E. O'Connor
Barbara L. Parkins '80
Daniel T. Perkins '74
Jeffrey S. Philibin '88
Jerene M. Philibin '89
Richard E. Price, MD
Dr. and Mrs. Edward S. Shapiro '73
Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Sobieski
Christian J. Stumpf '94 F/S
Michelle Stumpf '94
John J. Szczur '49
Dr. and Mrs. Alan H. Teich F/S
UPMC
Joseph J. Urban Jr. '64
Damon J. Vaccaro '98
Vantage Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation,

PC
Von's United Beverage
Thomas J. Wehner '72
Jeffry J. Williamson
Windber Research Institute
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Wygal Sr.
Victor Ray Zack Jr. '52
Deborah Smiach-Zakrzwski '82 F/S

Michelle L. Gelles '99
Stephanie K. Gonzalez '84
Daniel A. Gotwald '80 F/S
Janet Grady F/S
Kevin P. Grady '74 F/S
Michael J. Grady '74
Theresa A. Grimes
Norman E. Grumbling Jr. '49
Jill R. Hamill
Dr. Clyde and Kay Harriger '49
Annie Elizabeth Harvey '56
Dr. Terry L. Herter '74
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Hill Jr.
Joshua C. Hoffman
Andrew S. Hovanec '56
Carol L. Ieni '69
Dr. Joseph S. Ieni '69
iNetworks Advisors, Inc.
Bonnie Bittman Johnson '60
Alex Kassick
James A. Kephart II
Matthew S. Kirsch
Bobbi J. Kisko '03
The Hon. and Mrs. David C. Klementik
Richard A. Korber '84
Stephanie Korber '75 F/S
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Krumenacker
Kuchera Industries
Mr. and Mrs. Kim W. Kunkle
Elaine Vavrek-LaRocca '75
Gregory P. LaRocca '67
Kathy L. Lasko
Rebecca M. Lear '77
Mr. and Mrs. Gary W. Leister
Dale Lewis Jr.
Evan Ligda
Dr. Elisabeth T. Bell-Loncella F/S
James G. Loncella '84
Dr. Anthony J. Lupinetti '78
Kris L. Mailey '73
Dr. and Mrs. Albert K. Mall
Mr. and Mrs. W. Jeffrey Mangus
Kimberly A. Matthews '82
Mark W. Matthews '78
Matthew S. Mazonkey '05
Gregory L. and Connie McBroom
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. McCutcheon
Andrew J. McDonald
Frederick P. McLuckie Jr.
Frank J. Mele
Margaret M. Monteleone '86
Amy M. Morrison '95
Georgetta Kohan Moss
Near Infinity Corporation
Walter A. Neiser '70
Joyce P. Neumann '96
Jodie L. Saylor-Novak '84
Dr. Victor Novak II
Douglas K. Oakley '72
Sally J. Oakley '72
Bernice B. Berkey-Ott '49
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin T. Pawlowski
Diane S. Pion '81
John T. Pion '82
Frank D. Plummer
Joseph M. Popchak '76
Raymond L. Porsch '76
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Candle Bearers
Donors of $100 to $249

Paul T. Abram '62
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Akers
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Alexander Jr.
'77 F/S

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Allen
Alternative Community Resource
Program, Inc.

Anna L. Antemann
Architectual Interiors
Dr. and Mrs. George S. Ashman
Robert L. and Helen A. Baker
Jessica A. Bala '07
Keith M. Bala '07
Paul F. Balint, PE '76
Ball Corporation
Harry Benford III '56
Leah Benner '55
Dennis L. Berkey '56
Charles Berney '48
Andrew R. Biller, Esq. '02
Glenna C. Bishop
Matilda L. Blozevich
Eric C. Blue '09
Shelly A. Bock '95 F/S
Zachary S. Bodolosky
Herbert W. Boerstler '51
Robert I. Boose II, Esq. '80
Wilfred E. Boxler '39
Wendy Boyer
Larry B. Brown '75
Dr. Vicki L. Brown '76
Dr. Ronald J. Brzana '86
Richard F. Burgo '59
Scott A. Butler
Rev. Robert G. Callihan '51
Cambria County Borough Association
H. Charles Carl III '84
Verna M. Carter
Catanese Group, PC
Chevron Texaco Corporation
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory B. Chiartas '80
Jeffrey D. Clark '03
Kelley M. Clark '97

Dr. William F. Pruchnic '66
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Pryce
Joyce R. Radovanic '05 F/S
Richard J. Ragan '78
Paula L. Rice
Dave Roman Shooting Camp
Ronald P. Rusinak '69
Pamela J. Sabol '97 F/S
Beth A. Sandak '08
Dorothy Sandak
Sargent's Personnel Agency
Dr. and Mrs. Jan Savit
Joseph Jeffrey Sernell '78 F/S
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Sigmund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Simpson
Col. Philip C. Skuta '87
David B. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Darren E. Smith
Stephan D. Smith
Darl N. and Nellie A. Snyder
Sportsman's
Dorothy L. Stroz '84
Drs. Clifford and Carolyn Thompson
Patrick T. Torchia
Linda L. Tully '77 F/S
Ronald Vickroy F/S
Dr. Florence A. Warfel '60
DeeAnn M. Waters
Wigo, Inc.
Joseph J. Wilson
William G. Wilson '52
WJAC
Emily A. Yeager
Michael L. and Loretta M. Zerby F/S
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Zilch Jr.
Rebekah L. Zwick

Friends
Donors of less than $100

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Abaray
Edward J. Abaray
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Alberti
Lyle N. Alexander '79
Dr. Herbert V. Allen '53
Shari L. Allen '88
John W. Altman
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Ambrose
Susan J. Anderson '75
Ben and Ruth Arellano
Atlas Realty Management Co., Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph N. Attivo
Barbara Jean Auman '50
Charles F. Aust '75
Nancy L. Baacke '88
Joseph J. Babik
Nicole L. Babik F/S
Randy L. Bailey
Margaret L. Balog, RN BSNE '49
Bryan R. Battaglia '98
Robert D. Bauer '87

Katie S. Clever '07
Drs. Charles H. and Gladys M. Clifton
Ronald B. Coleman '49
The Community Arts Center of
Cambria County

Phyllis J. Contacos '67
Carol Geist-Conway '52
William R. Crowe '78
Andrew and Carolyn A. Csikos '01
F/S

Dr. James K. Davis '55
Mary Lou Davis '86
Vaughn E. Dawson '76
Valerie Day
Amy Helt-DeCamp '95
Raymond E. DiBattista '51
Andrew Dodds
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Dodds
Kimberly A. Dorchak '97
Dr. Rodney H. Eatman
Dr. Mark A. Edwards
Dr. Fred Ray Ellis Jr. '77
Ernst and Young, LLP
Catherine Esaias '51
Charles B. Fairbank '56
Nancy J. Fairbank, RN
Ralph A. Falbo, Inc.
George and Anne Fattman F/S
Frederick R. and Anne F. Favo
Clare Ann Fey
Harry C. Fornwalt Jr.
Dr. Alfred and Lisel Francfort '76
Dr. Fred E. Freeberg '57
Gayle L. Fyock '79
Lyn Garbarino
Patricia A. Garber '91
William M. Gavlak
James H. Geer, PhD '58
Mr. and Mrs. Barry R. Gilchrist '71
Charles M. Glass
Robert Davis Gleason
Paul Glosser '49
Rita F. Glosser '76
William L. Glosser, Esq.
Elaine E. Goebert
Pauline Gojmerac
Dr. Jeffrey A. Goldberg '74
David Goldenberg
Helen D. Golubic F/S
Elizabeth Good and Mark Weakland
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Gotjen
Isaac Greeley '99
Deborah A. Gregg
Marcia A. Guzzi
Hagerich and Son Real Estate
Kenneth and Betty Hagerich
Donald J. Hall
Viola G. Halpin '48
Harris Funeral Home, Inc.
Mark B. Harshberger '91
Lisa A. Hart '84
Dr. Robert W. Hartnett '56
Bruce and Ednita Haselrig
Gail E. Henry '98
Mark B. Hensel '95
David G. Hershberger, MD '76
Dr. Charles F. Hinderliter F/S
Sandra M. Hinderliter '89
Dr. Clea P. Hollis
Dr. Mominul and Tanveer Hoque
Clyde Lee Horner '67
Donald E. Hostetler '52
Hudock Moyer Wealth Management
LLC

Dan L. Hummel '74
Loisann Jacovitz '66
JAS Aerospace
David and Mary Jeckavitch
B. Vann Johnson '54
Johnstown Rental and Leasing Co.
Dr. and Mrs. Maddumage
Karunaratne

Katie E. Kendall
Allan R. Kennedy

Eric D. Kern '84
Thomas M. Kleban
Andrew Kondas '75
Julie L. Kopko '90
Lisa Kramer
Paul T. Kuritz
Karl M. Kushner '82
Philip D. Langerholc Sr. '64
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer C. Laslo
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Lease
Jon Leberknight
Larry L. Lehman '81
Thomas R. Lobb
Donna Loughner
Blaine R. Lucas '78
Mary Theresa Lucas '79
Thomas K. Mabon
Mr. and Mrs. Victor J. Maciak
Wilbur R. Mackin Jr. '57
Dr. Robert Maddalon '73
Kristen M. Majocha F/S
Dr. and Mrs. Camille J. Maravalli
Kevin and Joanne Marcks
Andrew Marky '50
Elizabeth M. Marky '48
Dr. George J. Maruschock '64
Maryland Department of Budget and
Management

Renee J. Mathur, MD
Gwendolyn Sue Mellott
Stephen C. Mellott '88
Alan R. Metzler '82
Dr. Thomas D. Meyers '65
Luther P. Miller, Inc.
Barbara Gregory Mitchell, CSP '70
Larry D. Mitchell, CSP '74
Diane L. Montini
Mr. and Mrs. J. Craig Moore
Ruth Ann Morello, RN '81
Dolores Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. George Morrison
George A. Mostoller '61
Dr. and Mrs. Robert N. Mucciola
Joyce E. Murphy '71
Murtha for Congress Committee
John S. Nelson '79
Sharon K. Nelson '79
Jon S. Nestor '90
Leslie A. O'Leary, PhD '85
Jessica L. Oswalt '04
Anne Paratore
Carl R. Pataky '62
Pfizer Foundation, Inc.
Jack Piatak '58
Michael Paul Poder
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Polacek
Michael J. Popchak '76
Anthony J. Popovich '49
Felicia J. Probert '83
Procter and Gamble Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Purich
Lara J. Reiman '98
Douglas A. Ringler '86
J. D. Rubal '81
Robert Rukavina F/S
Sahlaney & Dudeck
Alexander Nassar Salem '49
Dr. Jerry Samples F/S
Sara A. Sargent
Jeffrey A. Schantz '70
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Schellhammer
Paul D. Scherrah '04
Rev. Dr. William D. Schmeling '52
Robert G. Schober
Carole L. Schrum
Becky A. Sease
Timothy P. Sease '75
Sheetz, Inc.
John P. Sidler '82
Susan M. Sidler '85
Jo Ellen Sines '80
Cecelia Ann Slatosky
Daniel J. Slavick '94
Sherri L. Slavick '97

Paul D. Slifko '06
Frank H. Smigla '83 F/S
Brian C. Solkovy '99
Michelle D. Solkovy '99
South Hills Eye Associates, LTD
Marianne T. Spampinato '81
John E. and Sally Sroka '50
Jason E. Stanton, PE '95
Jorjean M. Stanton '96
Marc Stern
Dr. Steven and Beatrix Stern F/S
Dennis and Jamie Stidinger
Jody Strittmatter F/S
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Supowitz
Jeanne M. Susko '85 F/S
Kirsten L. Taylor '92
Dr. and Mrs. Murray K. Teris
Dr. Wade L. Thomas '77
Kimberly A. Thompson '77
Laura Perry-Thompson '71
Toma Metals, Inc
John and Kathryn Toth
Kathryn E. Toth '70
Janet E. Valine '97 F/S
Shirley Verna
Benedict Gabriel Vinzani Jr. '74
Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Voytko '55
Dr. Charles U. Walker '50
Kenneth E. Walsh '66
Timothy and Colleen Warner
Erin Waugaman
Edward J. and Judith H. Webb
John E. and Cheryl A. Weckoski '96
Charles B. Weirich '64
Dr. Joyce Z. Werner '79
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Wertz
Wessel and Company
Annette Westerberg '78
Peter J. Westerberg '78
Western Pennsylvania Sports
Medicine

Nelson G. Wheeler
Kelly Sparber White and Associates,
LLC

John L. Wike, PE '81
Todd W. Williams '94 F/S
John D. Wilson, EdD '43
Windber Area Christian Forensic
Foundation of St. Anthony

Betty L. Wolf '79
Catherine L. Yanzetich '70
LaDawn Della Yesho '97
Henry J. Zadell '57
Kevin R. Ziance '86
Kimberly A. Ziance '86 F/S
Kevin and Shasta Zitnay
Dr. and Mrs. Donato B. Zucco '59
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James B. Baughman '87
Patricia Beilchick
Jessica Bellas, PE '93
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher L. Bennear
Donald and Helen Bennett
Judith Benvin
Dolores A. Berkey '97 F/S
Hazel J. Berkey
Timothy Berkey '75
Edwinna L. Bernat '53
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick W. Berzonski
Gary Beuke '71
Richard O. Bezek '69
Robert J. Bimeal Jr.
William A. Bingler Jr.
Robert L. Birchfield
Michael R. Bischof '08
Shirli B. Bissonette
Larry and Christine Blalock
Susan M. Blazosky '91
Patricia Ann Bloom '85
Nicholas H. Bocher
Marietta Bodenschatz '83
Mark R. Bodenschatz '87
Susan E. Boehm
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Bonessi
Randy L. Boone '90
Andrew B. Boratko '72
Matthew S. Bost '88
Joseph A. Bove '85
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Boyer
Dr. Harry L. Bremer '66
Ernest R. Brennsteiner Jr. '79
Judith S. Brewer '78
Kathleen A. Buczak '70
James Buffington
Melissa A. Bunk '92
John F. Bunnell
Dr. Ellen Lackey Bunyan
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Burr
Jeffrey Burtner
John D. Buser '66
Gary E. Bushko '79
John D. Busowski, MD '76
Richard Byer
Leila E. Calderwood
Michelle Ann Klimek-Callihan '91
William Camp
Mr. and Mrs. Nick R. Campitelli
Charles J. Cannin
Rosemary Canofari
Marian Davis Carlson '54
Dr. Joseph H. Carney
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Carrieri
Thomas C. Carstensen '69
Donald Carter
Richard Cassone
Gregory Cernetich
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Chanda
Barbara B. Chase
Karen Ann Chirillo '69
Amanda M. Cichetta '08
Dr. Sheldon I. Clare
Dennis D. Clark '88
Erika C. Clark
Michele L. Clark '87
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Clausen
Amy Clowson
Amy L. Cobaugh '00
Ronald Lee Cober '69
David W. Coghe, MD '62
James P. Conner '55
James W. Constable '77
Dr. Philip Ray Cook '49
James D. and Francine A. Cooper F/S
Mary Corica-Stright '76
Arthur E. Costanzo
Jon S. Critchfield '05
Max J. Critchfield
Ezell Crosby
Teri A. Cruse '93
Ronald J. Cummins '92
Daniel Dabbs
Dolores G. Dalesandro '76

Ryan E. Daly '00
Melissa M. Davidson
Roger W. Davis '54
Judith L. DeAngelo '93
Sandra Delong
Philip A. DeMarco '74
Benoit D. Denault '02
Lori L. Denault '01
Kristen L. Denne '00
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Deyarmin
Diana Shark Graphic Design, LLC
Heidi A. Diaz '94
Laura L. DiGiorgio
Arthur N. DiLoreto '78
Debra L. DiLoreto '80
Frank DiLoreto
Charles O. Dimond Funeral Home,
Inc.

James Dougherty '76
Georgene M. Dubovecky '71
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Duryea
Ryan S. Eash '00
Timothy T. Eberly '85
Amy Marie Eckenrode '97
Richard D. Ehrlich '73
Ann Erb
Roy J. Erb '55
George E. Erwin '48
Joanna R. Erwin '48
Col. Karen A. Esaias '79
Paula Escobar
Donald and Patricia Esserman
Michael D. Ewalt '99
Dolores M. Fatula
Barbara J. Feathers '99
Jeanne R. Feathers '87
Robert and Joanne Felix
Joseph C. Felix '87
Kurt W. Fetzer '92
Marjorie M. Figura '78
Fine Wines & Wine Making
Gerald L. Fisher, DMD
Georgiana L. Fishter '90
Wanda M. Fitzgerald '71
Gerald P. Foust '81
Thomas C. Frank '68
James G. Freeberg '50
Francis D. Freeburn '63
Lisa M. Freidhoff '07
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Froehlich Sr.
Robert M. Fuoss
Margaret J. Furigay '86
Frank A. Galasso '80
Justine A. Galentine '98
Richard T. Gallus '66
Mr. and Mrs. Reynaldo T. Gannon '83
Jack C. Garcia, DDS '54
Dorothy and Wilbur Garland
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Garman III
Clark A. Gaydos '82
Gary L. Gemas, USAF (Ret.) '78
Brian G. Gennett '84
Geo-Technical Services, Inc.
Deborah Giancola
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Giannone '73
Robert J. Gibson '80
Lois M. Gillespie '55
Kerry S. Gillner '92
Paula S. Giron '85
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Bernard Dennis Go, MD '89
Gladys K. Go '92
Christine A. Goch '91
John E. and Barbara Goettlicher
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Goodwin Jr.
JoAnn Kuzak-Gremillion '60
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Gunnlaugson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Guydo Jr. '82
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Gwinn
Candyce D. Haman '78
George P. Haman
Dr. Dana Bertrand Hamel '42
Rev. Ralph W. Hamer '84 and Monica
Neri-Hamer

Gary Hamrock
Betty J. Hand
Mary Jane Harris '34
Richard Alan Hay '84
James E. Hecker
Joseph P. Heffley '06
Elizabeth Ann Heggi '99
Nancy Lloyd-Heggi '70
Dennis J. Heller, PE '87
Tracy L. Helsel '94
Jessica L. Hershberger '02
Connie B. Hobbs '88
Patricia L. Hofscher
The Home Depot Foundation
Michael P. Hruska '00
Joan T. Hunt '77
Cheryl A. Hyde '92
Catherine R. Iapalucci '50
Kimberley M. Irvine '90
Michele L. James '79
Robert A. James '79
June Furman-Janakovic '94
Nancy Ann Johncola '90
Carole A. Jones '55
Courtney C. Jordan '96
Jewell A. Jordan
Rick M. Jordan '96
Alvin E. Just '72
Mr. Michael E. Kane and
Ms. Elizabeth Mayer

John P. Karr '62
Yvonne M. Keafer '79
Robert Kearney
Rose Ann S. Kelly
Virginia G. Kevenk '84
Paul K. and Darlene Kiever '69
Stephen T. and Lori A. Kilpatrick F/S
Jonathan L. Kimmel '76
Charles F. King '76
Billie J. Kisko '93
Anthony P. Klimek, PE '80
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Klobuka
William M. Knipple '51
Mr. Greer A. Koeller
Judy L. Konchan '96
Barbara L. Korber '95
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Kory '77 F/S
James M. Koshute '85
Lori Ann Duppstadt-Kovach '90
Adam J. Kovalchick '08
Stephanie J. Kowalczyk '71
Alan John Krem
Brian A. Krise '92
Tina Marie Krupa '01
Joe and Lorna Kubay
Dr. John G. Kulba '51
Frank R. Kusher '68
Nicole D. Kuzmiak '97
Robert J. Lacovic
Mary E. Lanier '93
Gary Lantz Sr.
Margaret D. Larkin
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Larry
Angela M. Law '92
Mark L. Layton '84
Harold A. Lederman, LCSW '73
Douglas A. Ledney '87
Lee, Thompson & Fawcett Company
Stephen D. Legath
Pauline A. Leipchack
Mr. and Mrs. John Lenge
Lucine C. Lesosky '70
Germain D. and Patricia Letizia
Marianne M. Leventry '92
Nikki Lewis
Dorothy R. Liphart '35
Judith M. Lipinski '92
David J. Litterine '78
Charles R. Lloyd '63
Mark G. Lohr '96
Ralph S. and Vera L. Long '50
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lozanoff
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Luba
Luffy Dental Lab

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Lushko
Cheri L. Lydon '87
Adele J. Madera '99
John and Anna Maier
Thomas C. Malesky '86
Alice Jean Maloney, RN '70
John E. Mantini Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Martin
Alice F. Mason
Georgine Hamm-Materniak
Maryann Matolyak '73
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Matthews
Michael A. Mazzarese
Charmaine C. McCall '94
Flynn A. McCall '92
Scott A. McClain '93
John C. McClatchey Jr. Charitable
Giving

Terry M. McClemens '00
Marie E. McCombie
Theresa McCreary '88
Kevin McCune
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel McGhee
Lance D. McGough '99
Katelyn R. McGrath
Judith A. McGuirk '98 F/S
Nancy L. McHugh '55
Robert J. McKelvey '87
Robert Tim McQuaide '73
James G. Menges '84
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Metz
Wesley Meyers
Jeffrey P. Mickle '77
Stephanie M. Mihalic '70
Thomas J. Mihalic '67
Thomas J. Mihalic '06
Daniel L. Mihalko '73
Mr. and Mrs. Carl B. Miller
Dean and Terrie Miller
Vimal Mittal
Gerald E. Mock '48
Peter Moniodes
Mr. and Mrs. Doak W. Montag
Patricia E. Moon '72
Owen K. Morgan, MD '53
Joyce L. Morgenstern
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Mulindahabi
Thomas A. Musselman '71
Anna M. Myers '83
Nancy L. Nash '76
Michael J. Nati '04
Linda Neal
Keli M. Neary '03
Kevin J. Neary '03
Carol M. Newton '93
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Nichols
Angela L. Novak '02
Jeffrey D. Novak '97
Joseph C. Novak '84
Bernard R. O'Connor '50
Christopher P. Oravec '01
Dr. Nicole Marie Oravec '03
Sydney Ossip
Lucinda M. Painter
Angelo Panar '98
Tammie D. Panar '99
Paul Pasternak '48
Elizabeth J. Pavlosky '76
Pennsylvania State Association of
Boroughs

Ellen M. Pentrack-Ocilka '75
Todd L. Peterson '68
Catherine Petrowsky
Ronald and Susan Piljay '70
Amy L. Pinsky '92
Tim K. Pletcher
Joseph K. Plubell '79
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Gifts-in-Kind
Nonmonetary Donations

Dr. Monica Frolander-Ulf
Rose Mary Hagadus
Jessica Lynn Morris
Mark Previte

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown
Educational Foundation

Endowment
Unrestricted

Special Purpose
Quasiendowment

The University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown
Educational Foundation

receives, administers, and invests gifts exclusively for the
benefit of the

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.

Corporate Matching Gifts

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this
report.  Please notify Institutional Advancement of
inaccuracies and accept our apologies in advance.

Contributors listed in the report are noted as follows:
Alumni are identified by the last year of enrollment at
Pitt-Johnstown.  Faculty and staff are identified with an
F/S.

Air Products and Chemicals
Robert K. Gramling '78

Armstrong World Industries
Freeman James Fullerton, PE '76

Ball Corporation
Andrew S. Hovanec '56

Berwind Corporation
Anthony T. Sossong '53

Chevron Texaco Corporation
Carl R. Pataky '62

Deloitte Foundation
Damon J. Vaccaro '98

General Electric Foundation
Philip J. Sebes '69
Henry J. Zadell '57

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Vaughn E. Dawson '76

Patricia A. Plummer '03
Bernie and Linda Podlucky
Maryellen Pollino
Reverend and Mrs. Julius C. Porcher Jr.
'78

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Potteiger
Eugene P. Pruchnik '75
PS LLC
Brian M. Pundzak '85
Tracey L. Pundzak '90
Claire Pyle '40
John C. Rafferty Jr. '75
Martin J. Ragan, CPA '57
Steven R. Rakoczy
Matthew J. Reckner '02
Melissa A. Reckner '02
Thomas J. Reckner '79
Colleen M. Reffner '67
Carol A. Reiner '92
David B. Reiner '91
James L. Reiser '66
Robert J. Rhodes
Matthew C. Rigo '99
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Rionda Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Reymon Rios
Dr. Denis A. Robitaille
Rosalyn B. Robitaille '99
Maureen Romano
Nancy A. Rottler '90
Donald Rugh
Gregory J. Rys, PhD '81
Jenifer P. Rys '82
Diane L. Sabedra
Gerald M. Safko '73
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Sandor
Jerry Sandusky '70
Marilyn B. Sandusky
John J. Santichen '76
Michael Sargent
Chandrai Y. Jackson-Saunders '83
Debra Saylor
Lois E. Schoenberger
John C. Schultz '56
Jeffrey A. Schumacher Sr.
James A. Selapack '05
Kenneth Selzer
Betty M. Shaffer '48
Elise M. Shaffer '81
Mary Rose Shaffer '88
Robert Shanahan '92
Robert E. Shark '79
Ray L. and Dawna Sheets '78
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Shoffstall Jr.
David J. Shook '96
Kimberly D. Shook '86 F/S
Christine L. Shroyer '90
Lt. Col. Steve Shuster '54
Theresa M. Shustrick '73 F/S
Brian James Skoloda '04
John R. Skoner DMD, MDS
Lacey Lynn Slavich '07
Stephanie M. Riggi-Smith '97 and
Terry Smith

Smith's Furniture of New Germany,
Inc.

Robert J. Smolnik '73
Cheryl D. Snyder '81
Elaine B. Sojak '73
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Sorg
Douglas M. Spangler '90
Mary A. Spenger
Robert G. Stenberg
Jerome Allen Stephens Jr. '74
Charles H. Straub '78
John E. and Mary C. Stright '73
Frank D. Stumpo, CPA '80
Marcia L. Stumpo '81
Matthew S. Stumpo '89
Richard K. Stutzman '64
John Suhaycek '46
David L. Swain '87

David R. Swanger
Reverend Dr. Robert G. Swanson
F/S

John Swartz Sr.
Lisa R. Swedowski
Joseph J. Szczur '84
Lisa A. Szczur '86
Donald C. Thomas '47
Mr. and Mrs. Millard D. Thomas
Dr. Ray Thompson F/S
Father Adrian Tirpak
Donald M. Tomb '63
Jo Ann L. Tomb '71
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Tomcik
John D. Toole '67
Mr. and Mrs. George Totin
Monica P. Travagliante
Alice E. Troutman
Janice Yursky Troyan '77
Mr. and Mrs. James Uhler
Valenty Bottled Water, Inc.
Mary Jane B. Verbiar
Robert F. Vetock '75
Roger L. Vogel '91
Susan E. Vogel '92
Earl F. Waddell '92
James P. Waite '85
Chester E. Walker '74
Karen A. Walker '80
Linda Walker '74
Lloyd P. Walker '71
George C. Walter '59
Daniel L. and Mary L. Wargo
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Warshel
Amy Jo Watterson '94
Melissa M. Way '00
Lori Waylonis
Mr. Gregory Weaver and
Mrs. Martha Metz

June C. Wegner
Sherman G. Weible
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weibley
Peter A. Weiss '81
Danica B. Wess
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wetmore
Jennifer J. Wham
Dr. J. Eric Wieczorek '77
Louis L. Will '58
David K. Williams, PE '79
Herbert A. Wilson Jr. '75
Lawrence J. Wirth
Jason P. Wojcik '96
Mary E. Wojtaszek
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Wolfe
Lisa M. Wycich '02
Eunice E. Yang F/S
Denise D. Young '05
John A. Young '90
Lorrie M. Young '93
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young
Carolann Yunetz
Debra Zahora
Lorraine H. Zitnay
Oscar K. Zolbe '57
Dr. George M. Zubak '81
Scott R. Zubek '00

The Home Depot Foundation
William M. Gavlak

Metropolitan Life Foundation
William J. Mullaney '82
Richard E. Price, MD

Pfizer Foundation, Inc.
Glenna C. Bishop

Procter and Gamble Fund
Dr. Fred E. Freeberg '57

Verizon Foundation
William H. Mallinson '53

Wells Fargo Foundation
Byron K. and Lana V. Custer '63 '65
Jeffrey S. Philibin '88
Kimberly A. Thompson '77

Deborah Rinderknecht
Malinali Scuderi
Pat Torchia
Dr. Florence Warfel
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Alumni Photo Album
1. President Spectar and Cindy Ellis ‘99 (Cindy traveled all the way

from Alaska to attend last year’s Homecoming celebration!)
2. Matt Mazonkey ‘05, Joe Teets ‘07, Erin Giblock ‘04, and Stephen

Wojonarowski,
3. Eric Brown ‘88, Dorothy Stroz ‘84, and Phil Skuta ‘87.
4.    Pitt-Johnstown Alumni Association Board Members at Pitt-

Johnstown Proud
5. Marty Radovanic and Melissa  Spada Radovanic’00
6. Mary Knox ‘51 and Barbara Knox Parkins ‘80
7. Jeanne ‘85 and Mike Susko, John and Laura Perry-Thompson

2
3

4

5

1

6 7
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Name

Address        City/State/Zip Code

MasterCard Visa               Discover

Mail your donation of any amount to:  University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, Institutional Advancement,
272 Blackington Hall, Johnstown, PA  15904.

Please accept my gift of $

Please designate my gift to: Pitt-Johnstown’s greatest need Scholarships

Check enclosed (Payable to the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown)

Card Number

 Signature

Please charge my:

Expiration Date

Please check here                  if  you are making a gift of $50 or more and would like to receive the plush Mountain Cat thank-you gift.

When making a gift online, click on the “Give Online” link in the upper right corner of the www.giveto.pitt.edu page.
Make sure to select the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown for your gift designation on page 2 of the online form.

Donors of $50 or more are eligible to receive a plush Mountain Cat as our gift to you.  The receipt of this premium will
decrease the tax deductibility of your donation by the fair market value of the Mountain Cat, which will be reflected on
your tax receipt.  Please indicate your preference on the form below.

If you have any questions or would like assistance with making your gift, please contact Lynn Barger, chief advancement
officer, at 814-269-2080 or toll free at 1-888-UPJ-ALUM (875-2586).

Other

It takes more than tuition

and public support to

provide Pitt-Johnstown’s

students and faculty with

the resources necessary to

achieve the high-quality

educational experience

that they deserve and have

come to expect from this

fine institution.

Gifts to Pitt-Johnstown fill

this gap by supporting

scholarships, facility im-

provements, equipment

purchases, and program

expenses.

Please make a gift

to the Pitt-Johnstown Annual Fund 2010 -2011 by mail or online at www.giveto.pitt.edu

Make a Gift Today
and Help Achieve a New Dimension of Excellence!
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Mountain Cat Proud

Phone: 814-269-2080
1-888-UPJ-ALUM
www.upj.pitt.edu/upjalum

PARENTS:  If this magazine is
addressed to your adult son or
daughter who no longer lives in
your home, please call our office so
that we can update our records.
Thank you!

Look for Upcoming
Pitt-Johnstown
Alumni Events!

We are planning a series of regional events in places
like Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, and Washington, D.C.

Watch your mailbox, check your inbox, and
visit the alumni web site for details about locations

and times in your area.

From the alumni web site, it is easy to update
your alumni record to make sure that

you don’t miss any important news, notices,
or invitations from your alma mater.

Make sure we have your e-mail address and
encourage your friends or relatives

who are Pitt-Johnstown alumni to keep
their contact information up-to-date.

You won’t want to miss out!

www.upj.pitt.edu/upjalum
1-888-UPJ-ALUM (875-2586)

Mountain Cat Proud!
Scenes from Homecoming 2010


