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“resurrecting the past… building the future 
while working towards a safe, friendly, 
cleaner and enhanced community.” 

  Located at one of the 
most highly traveled gate-
ways into the City’s Central 
Business District, the former 
B & O Freight Station is one 
of the City’s most visible 
brownfields - but not for 
long. Several years ago the 
Redevelopment Authority 
and City officials began 
working to purchase the 
property from CSX Transpor-
tation, owner of the Freight 
Station. This summer, the 
deal finally came to fruition. 

  As part of the deal, the 
Redevelopment Authority 
purchased the former 
Freight Station and City offi-
cials signed a lease for 
the .341 acres on which it 
sits. The building’s purchase 
was funded by donations 
from local citizens, William & 

Jeanne McKelvey and Don 
Bird, and a grant from the 
Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies. The Author-
ity also completed a Phase I 
Environmental Assessment 
in August, which confirmed 
the presence of various as-
bestos-containing building 
materials, floor tile and pipe 
insulation. Brownfield fund-
ing was used to perform this 
work. A contract for environ-
mental abatement and 
demolition was awarded to 
Earthmovers Unlimited. 
Abatement of the freight 
station is completed and 
demolition underway.  

The cleared site will be-
come the home for Johns-
town’s Gateway Greenspace 
Project. The Redevelopment 
Authority has submitted ap-

plications to the Penn-
sylvania Department 
of Transportation and 
Department of Con-
servation and Natural 
Resources to fund the 
creation of a down-
town greenspace. The 
Gateway Greenspace 
Project will transform 
one of the City’s most 
highly visible brown-
field sites into an aes-
thetically pleasing 
greenspace parklet 
and passive recrea-
tion area at the gate-
way to the down-
town. Streetscape 
improvements such as 
the Gateway Green-
space will improve 
quality of life for our 
citizens, attracting people 
downtown to work and rec-
reate. Located along the 
Stonycreek River, the devel-
opment of the Johnstown 
Gateway Greenspace will be 
a first step in restoring our 
riverbanks into a natural set-
ting, providing an ecological 
friendly site for native species 
to be returned to the area. 
The project will include soil 
placement and the planting 
of selected native shrubs and 

trees. Also planned for the 
site is an attractive “Welcome 
to Johnstown” arch, and a 
flower garden. Improve-
ments are also planned for 
the access to the greenspace 
in the form of new walk-
ways. When completed, the 
Johnstown Gateway Green-
space will be an integral 
piece of the Johnstown 
Open Space/Greenway Net-
work Plan, and the Cambria 
County Greenway Plan. 

Blighted Brownfield to become Gateway Greenspace 

Above, Demolition of the former B & O Freight Station 

Above, the former freight station 
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Spotlight On: Cambria Iron Works 

 

 Much is going on at the Cambria 
Iron Works these days. A walk 
along the Urban Greenway Trail 
will reveal perhaps the most visible 
Cambria Iron improvement, railway 
and road upgrades. Throughout 
the summer, underutilized rails 
were removed to widen Iron Street 
at the downtown end and rubber-
ized crossings were added to 
smooth the ride over remaining 
tracks. These improvements, 
funded through a PA Department 
of Community and Economic De-
velopment Infrastructure Develop-
ment Program (IDP) grant, are a 
major part of efforts to put the 
road in public ownership.  

 Work also began on the Cambria 
Iron Pedestrian Bridge, creating a 
link from the Urban Greenway Trail 
across the Conemaugh River to the 
historic Cambria City neighbor-
hood. PennDOT and PA DCNR 
have approved the final design 
plans and a contract for the reme-
diation and restoration was 
awarded to Clearwater Construc-
tion Company of Mercer, PA. The 
eastern span of the bridge will be 
transferred off-site for lead paint 
abatement, while the western span 
of the bridge will be replaced with 
a historically compatible portion. 
The bridge canopy, columns, rail-
ings, turnstile gates, and fencing 
will also be remediated. The exist-

ing landing at Roosevelt 
Boulevard will also be 
reconstructed to make 
the bridge handicap ac-
cessible. Upon comple-
tion of bridge cleanup, it 
will provide an environ-
mentally friendly pedes-
trian passage for workers 
at the Cambria Iron 
Works, and for hiking 
and biking enthusiasts 
on the Johnstown Urban 
Greenway. The develop-
ment of the inner-city 
Cambria Iron Complex 
will enable people to 
live, work, and play in 
the City. 

 Also noticeable at the Cambria 
Iron Complex is the hustle around 
the Johnstown Axle Works Plant. 
The Johnstown plant, owned by 
Trinity Rail Group of Dallas, had 
been closed since 2000, but in Au-
gust operations fired back up with 
the creation of nearly twenty jobs 
and the potential for more. The 
plant will be manufacturing axles 
for the Texas railroad-car manufac-
turer. 

 At the Electric Storage Building, 
environmental remediation has 
been completed and renovations 
and infrastructure improvements 
are underway. The Redevelopment 
Authority purchased the property 

in 2003 from Republic Tech-
nologies International, a 
bankrupt steel company. As-
sessment was conducted in 
April 2004 and remediation 
began soon after. The reme-
diation included asbestos-
containing materials, PCB 
transformers, drums, paints, 
lead dusts, and gas cylinders. 
With remediation complete, 
the building is now leased to 
a light industrial manufactur-
ing company, United Indus-
trial EMS.  Work is also under-

way in the building on electrical 
upgrades and other infrastructure 
improvements. 

 The Authority will soon be un-
dertaking assessment activities at 
the Rosedale KOZ, a 15-acre tract 
above Cambria Iron. The Authority 
received a Right-of-Entry Agree-
ment from Mittal Steel, the com-
pany that recently merged with 
ISG and acquired all property hold-
ings in Johnstown. Signifcant inter-
est has been generated in the 
property  because of its size and 
development potential. 

The Risk Assessment Report and 
Cleanup Plan for the entire seven-
teen acre Cambria Iron site was 
approved by the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Land Recycling and 
Environmental Remediation Act 
(Act 2). Remediation plans for the 
overall Cambria Iron site will in-
clude the restriction of groundwa-
ter use, the elimination of hazards 
and development of a site-wide 
Health & Safety Plan and waste 
management plan for any future 
construction activities. 

The Cambria Iron Lower Works is 
well on its way to revitalization! 

Above, the Cambria Iron Electric Storage Building 

Iron Street, looking towards downtown 
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Your Hands Helped Shape the Nation 
The Blacksmith Shop recently had a 

very special visitor.  Patrick “Patsy” 
DeBarto, a former Bethlehem Steel 
blacksmith, and his family toured the 
Blacksmith facility for his 85th birth-
day. DeBarto’s family made arrange-
ments with the Redevelopment Au-
thority to open the building for a 
tour. Almost two-dozen of DeBarto’s 
family members surprised him as part 
of his 85th birthday celebrations. Fam-
ily members had grown up listening 
to his stories of work at the Black-
smith Shop and thought that his 
birthday would serve as an excellent 
opportunity for them to see the build-

ing firsthand.  DeBarto started as a 
helper earning $4.68 a day, laboring 
for 42 years until his retirement in 
1982. Mr. DeBarto and his family 
were glad to hear that preservation 
efforts are underway for this historic 
edifice that helped to build the na-
tion. 

And in other exciting news for the 
Blacksmith Shop, the Authority was 
recently awarded a $90,000 Key-
stone Historic Preservation grant 
from the Pennsylvania Historic and 
Museum Commission. Also, a 
$722,025 Industrial Sites Reuse grant 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 

Community and Economic 
Development was awarded. 
The Authority has also 
learned that funding through 
the U.S. Department of Inte-
rior, National Parks Service, 
has been made possible 
through the efforts of our 
local Congressman John P. 
Murtha. This funding will be 
used with U.S. EPA funds and 
Westsylvania Heritage Corpo-
ration funds to undertake the 
remediation and restoration 
of this Civil War-era industrial 

building. The Johnstown Area 
Heritage Association was also 

awarded a $170,000 PA Department 
of Community and Economic Devel-
opment First Industries Tourism Plan-
ning grant to develop a business 
model and plan for the use of the 
Blacksmith Shop as a working black-
smith shop and tourism site within 
the Southwestern Pennsylvania In-
dustrial Heritage network. 

The Blacksmith Shop’s unique oc-
tagonal design was recently the sub-
ject of studies to determine the struc-
tural soundness of the building. Dr. 
Terry Aubergy, a wood pathologist 
from Mississippi State University, vis-
ited the Blacksmith Shop to test the 
wooden trusses that support the 
Shop’s core octagonal structure. 
EADS Architects has used these find-
ings to formulate a design plan for 
the building’s restoration. As part of 
the restoration project, remediation 
measures must be addressed and L. 
Robert Kimball & Associates will be 
developing a remedial scope of work 
that will be an integral part of the 
building restoration. Storm drainage 
will be upgraded to prevent further 
deterioration of the building’s foun-
dation. Work will also be done to re-
store the masonry and roof ventila-
tors, and many windows and doors 
will be replaced or repaired. 

The DeBarto Family at the Blacksmith Shop 

   The Johnstown Redevelopment Au-
thority has partnered with Keystone 
Renewable Energy and our major in-
dustries, in cooperation with Waste 
Management, Inc., to revitalize the 
City of Johnstown through the Raeger 
Mountain and Somerset Methane Re-
covery Projects. With these entities 
already committed and three well-
positioned landfills nearby, Johnstown 
is a prime location for advanced en-
ergy development. These renewable 
energy projects will provide an oppor-
tunity to offer a clean and renewable 
energy source from the methane gas 
naturally produced from surrounding 
landfills. This currently untapped en-
ergy source represents an economic 
growth and development opportunity 
by providing a cheaper and environ-

mentally friendly energy option to 
large industrial and commercial users 
of natural gas, and puts landfills to 
good use, as well as reducing the air 
pollution caused by allowing the 
methane to either be burned at the 
landfill site or escape into the atmos-
phere. 

   The methane projects include 
three local landfills owned by Waste 
Management, miles of pipeline and 
two landfill gas cleaning plants. Key-

stone Renewable Energy identified 
these local landfills as producing sub-
stantial amounts of methane to be 
recovered. Keystone has entered into 
agreements with Waste Management, 
to purchase and process the gas and 
pipelines will be built to transport the 
captured gas from the landfills to the 
treatment plants to be constructed in 
the Johnstown area. The Johnstown 
Redevelopment Authority is also work-
ing with Waste Management and Key-
stone to construct a leachate sewer 
line from the Laurel Highlands Landfill 
directly to the Authority’s treatment 
plant at Dornick Point. Processed gas 
will be delivered to Johnstown’s major 
industrial and commercial customers 
that were part of 
the efforts to 

Renewable Energy Source Comes to Region 

Continued Page Four 

The collection and use of first year 
landfill gas flow is equivalent to taking 
162,000 cars off the road, planting 
225,000 acres of trees, preventing the 
use of 1,755,000 barrels of oil and 
heating more than 45,000 homes! 
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bring renewable energy to the area. One and a half mil-
lion dollars has already been invested to date, with an 
additional eight million dollars needed to complete the 
engineering, right-of-way and development phase. An 
additional $13 Million will be required for construction of 
the pipelines and processing equipment for Phase II. 

The goals of the project are both economic and envi-
ronmental. They include delivering a long-term supply of 
low-cost, reliable, renewable energy to manufacturing 
and industrial customers – which will in turn lower pro-
duction costs, create jobs, and attract new business for 
Johnstown and the Commonwealth and significantly 
reduce local reliance upon natural gas while lowering 
contributions to air pollution. 

The Johnstown area stands to benefit immensely from 
the development of a methane recovery project because 
of its rich history as a major center for the steel industry 
and access to several landfills. Once home to both Beth-
lehem Steel and U.S. Steel Corporation, entrepreneurs 

have since reoccupied portions of these abandoned 
sites, but struggle with the high overhead costs - includ-
ing utilities. The Methane Recovery Projects would create 
a long-term supply of low-cost, reliable energy available 
to these manufacturers and industrial customers. A guar-
anteed energy source, at a reduced cost, will decrease 
manufacturing overhead costs, allowing these busi-
nesses to retain jobs, increase production and expand - 
creating much needed new jobs for Johnstown and al-
lowing the manufacturers to remain competitive. 

In addition to economic development, the Methane 
Recovery Projects also provide potential long-term envi-
ronmental benefits. Municipal solid waste landfills are the 
largest human-generated source of methane emissions, 
a very potent greenhouse gas. The collection and use of 
first year landfill gas flow is equivalent to taking 162,000 
cars off the road, planting 225,000 acres of trees, pre-
venting the use of 1,755,000 barrels of oil and heating 
more than 45,000 homes. The recovery of the methane 
gas also reduces the use of fossil fuels, which reduces air 
pollution and improves the quality of air near the land-
fills. 

Brownfield Funds Helping Revamp City in Surprising Places 
Brownfields are defined as “abandoned, idled, or 

under-utilized industrial and commercial facilities 
where expansion or redevelopment is compli-
cated by real or perceived environmental contami-
nation.”  Taking a step away from the traditional 
industrial brownfields that the Authority concen-
trates on, Brownfield assessment funds were re-
cently used to jump start several projects at under-
utilized locations with perceived contamination. 

Downtown, Brownfield Assessment funds were 
used to assess the former home of the Gately & 
Fitzgerald Furniture Company at 137 Clinton 
Street. This 80-year-old, abandoned commercial 
building had been vacant for some time, but will 
soon host an upscale coffeehouse and loft apart-
ments, the Mock Tower Lofts and Cool Beans 
Coffeehouse. An ASTM Phase I Environmental As-
sessment was performed and building transforma-
tion is underway with the coffeehouse, commer-
cial space, and two loft-style apartments expected 
to be open by Christmas. Other plans for the 
building include a fitness center for the building’s 
tenants and additional loft apartments. 

Another well known Johnstown landmark is also 
being revamped with assistance from Brownfield 

assessment funds. Johnstown’s Point Stadium is 
undergoing renovations that will transform it into 
a modern, multipurpose entertainment venue. 
Planned changes include all new seating, replace-
ment of the stadium’s grandstand, and artificial 
turf. Demolition of the seating and grandstand is 
already nearing completion and work is expected 
to be finished before next year’s AAABA Tourna-
ment in August. 

Demolition of the Point Stadium 

Renewable Energy 
Continued from Page Three 
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