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Canbria Iron Works o

HAER No. PA-109~B
Location: Lower Works, Johnstown, Cambria
county, Pennsylvania
Quad: Johnstown, Pennsylvania

UTM: 17 E.676310 N. 4466950

Date of Construction: ca. 1870

Fabricator: ‘unknown

Present Owner: Bethlehem Steel Corporation
Present Use: Carpenter's shop

Significance: The building features a distinctive

mansard roof composed of timber
rafters covered with an asphaltic
material. Many of the original
windows and decorative brick window
surrounds may be seen inside.
Pattern-makers lathe {(ca. 1880)
survives.

Historian: Gray Fitzsimons
Project Information:

The results of the study of Cambria County were published in
1990: Fitzsimons, Gray, editor, Blair County and Cambria County,
Pennsylvania: An Inventory of Historic Engineering and Industrial
Sites (Washington, D.C.: America's Industrial Heritage Project
(AIHP) and HABS/HAER, National Park Service). The contents of the
publication were transmitted to the Library of Congress as
individual reports. Research notes, field photos and copies of
historic photos collected during the project were transmitted to
the ATHP Collection, Special Collections, Stapleton Library,
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA 15705.
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HAER No. PA-109-B
(Page 2)

HISTORY

Around 1870 the Cambria Iron Company erected a two-story Pattern
Shop adjacent to the Foundry . It originally measured 110' x 50
and contained a distinctive mansard roof covered with slate. The
machinery inside, including saws, planers, sanders, and lathes,
was powered by a central line shaft with belts connected to the
individual machines. The patterns were used for castings in the
adjacent foundry that serviced the iron works. Nearby, a series
of two-story timber-frame buildings, containing brick nogging,
were erected in the 1880s and served as pattern storage houses
until the 1920s, when they were demolished. The only major
additions to the Pattern Shop occurred in 1890 when Cambria Iron
built a two-story, gable-roofed addition to the north, along with
a three-story, brick, fire-hose tower. By 1893 the second story
of the northern addition was in use and contained a circular saw,
a band saw, a 12" lathe, and a 6" lathe. A central line shaft,
extending along a north-south axis, powered this machinery.
currently, the Pattern Shop is used for carpentry work and
contains electrically powered machinery.

SOURCES

cambria Iron Company. "Arrangement of Machinery in North Wing,
Second Floor of Pattern Shop; August 14, 1893," original
drawing in possession of the Bethlehem Steel Corporation,
Engineering Division, Johnstown.

Holley, A.L. and Smith, Lenox. "American Iron and Steel Works:
Works of the Cambria Iron Company," Engineering: An
Tilustrated Weekly Journal, Vol. 26, (July 12 1878), 21-24.

"Key Plan, Johnstown Plants: February 16, 1923; revised January
26, 1927, March 29, 1930, and February 13, 1939," (copy
available at the Canal Museum, Center for Canal History and
Technology, Easton, Pennsylvania).

Sanborn Map Cowmpany. Johnstown, Pennsylvania, New York:
Sanborn Map Company, 1891 and 1911.

Tax Assessment Records for Millville Borough, Cambria County, for
year 1871 and 1875, available at the Cambria County
Courthouse, Ebensberg, Pennsylvania.
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CAMBRIA |IRON COMPANY, PATTERN SHOP - CA. IB70O
EAST BANK OF CONEMAUGH RIVER .5 MILES NORTH OF STONYCREEK CONFLUENCE
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JOHNSTOWN

The Carnbria Iron Comparly erected thils two-story erected around 1880 and located riorth
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pattern shop adjacent to the rmachine shiop about
1870. Lt oripinally measured 51 feet by 703 feet
and contairied a distinctive rmansard roof cov—
ered with state. The rmachinery wswde, vicudiro
saws, planers, and sanders, was belt-driveri. The
patterns were used for castinps w1 the foundry thak
serviceq the tronworks. A serces of two-story

of the foundry, served as patterrn Skor-
age hiouses until they were demolished
wn the 1920s. The orily major additwns
to the patterr shop occurred tr1 1890
when Cambrwia Iron built a two-story,
pable-roofed addition, alonp with a
three-story, brick, fire-hose tower.

Scale: V8"=1'-O"

Ruth Goodman_, 1987

52629

14
e
i
W
™
Z
iH
ol
X
El—-
&5
faf
hkE
wZ
hl
Es
L
N
X
e
LTy
Zu
oo
)
<u
Zg
[—
Ut
ja]
Ly
E
Z
ha J

timber - frame buldings (containing brick naoopino),

O 5 10 15 zo feet
EHERE | | }

O 1 2 3 49 5 meters
N I A S

a
x
0
0
5]
®
0
z
&
Li
[+
z
0
z
w
=
o,
g
x
l
=
<
v
%
0
=
)
T

[
()
|y
-2
Q
o
Q.
o
=
(o]
&
C
&
|
1 4
Z
g
2
=
w
=
=
W
o
=
o
b
o
e
w
=
X
-
2
2

DELINEATED BY:

TRIM LINE




ONIMYHJ 3HL 40 3LlVd '"HOLYANITAQ 4O FWVYN '3D1AHES MAVYd TYNOILYN ‘GHO23H DNIMIANIONS NYDININVY DINOLSIH 1 L103HD 3SYI1d 'AIADNAONIINY d)

TRIM LINE

HOIMALNI GHEL 40 ANIWLHY 433G STLY.LS QALINND
ADIAMAS MUVYd TYNOLLYN
QUOITY ONINATNIONI NYIIHANWY DINOLSIH

L33704d ONIGHOO3Y VINVATASNNId NY3LSIMHLNOS

‘NQQ\ .N\\NE\DOOO P\w\ww\ :A8 OaLlvaNITaa

m..mo_‘_.. vd € .02 [VINVATTASNNId ALNNOD VIHBNVD NMOLSNHO
QNODIY ONINIANIONT 3ONINTANOD NIIUOANOLS 4O HLMON SIUA S* MIAIM HONYWINOO 40 NVE 1Sv3
L33HS 048l VO -dOHS NY311Vd "ANVAANOD NOYI VIHEANVD

NVOIMINWY DIMCOLSIH

49
= 8 3
ON
<O
u ] ~ N m
) 0
(L/LZ°GE) nt-,08 | s wHor
| S N (¥n
3 . O -
n...vSe:wcvnN_.v ef ©
ESSEqgsS ~
SSSg> ~)
S535%3 WY
— SJIIMY O ~
A4 . CCC%L Q.UO Or.—
X
S 533t
W §SSSS
N
N
oy K
)
5 0 M O
-
w\_ Mmoo
S
o
{ Lo X
T o
m o
I
_ |
Rini Mo O - -1 ﬂ
N
N !
. I
Mo i
I
dfl
P
- Mo v O m
S
3@ R
N
N A
. Q. K
ORI VX
SW ™~ )
=" S
5 & <
~ W =
MOBEENIS N
NG N
N Qg S _
Qz M .Z
< N
< © S 0
W : WW ® -~
W o O =
S ~—
€3 :
! :
»
Q
e oAy SEEEER RN B AWM “H”
T m/ W//A?//ﬁr?.i-?.j ~
N
\ W_ J
. \ Q
Wé/ﬂ/m ...... N e %ﬁx/m ,
N\
I
i
N
~ \
Qum H
A 29 N
. l ~
\ 3 I X Q
W . - . - : . P N ™
N ~N S N@ N g N B ~N N\ N L
. S . )
Qs ) Q Q
~ Q ! 0
23 __ 2
S _‘ ~
Q WM E/
W < U
| . 8
__ﬁ 'R
SN o SN o SN g N\ I -\ M \ L

S S

[ —

(1 e€D'E2) vwe6-,00

6292¢

TRIM LINE




TRIM LINE

SNIMVHQ 3HL 40 3LVJd ‘HOLVYANITIA 40 FNVYN 'BDIANES MHVd TYNOLLYN ‘GHOD3Y DSNIMIAANIONI NYDININY DIHOLSIH ' LIG3ND ISVYIId ‘G3DNaoyday 41

HOEHALNI IHL 4O LNIWLHYLAA STLY LS GALINN
ADIAUAS HUVYd TYNOILYN
QHODIYH ONINIINIONT NYDIHIANWY DINOLSIH

JO3M0Ud ONIGYOO3Y VINVATASNNId NHIISIMHLNOS

NQQ\ atmgbgo S\VQ ‘A8 G3LvaNITAQ

a-60I - vd ¢s0¢ JVINVATASNNI | AINNOD VIHEWYD NMOLSNHOP
QHOOIH DONINIINIDONG mozm:.ﬁzoo. N3JHUIANOLS 40 H.LMON muu_mz S Y3AIE HONVWINOD 40 MNvdE LSv3
133HS 048] VO -dOHS NH3LiVd "ANVAINOD NOYI VIHEINVD

NYDMAWY DIHOCLSIH

T 0
< \!
o® 3
SO
B ~ N m
ﬁ (LLZ GL) ut-10G v_ < A O
N x

..mw
Ul

w5
A|vA ™~
DR = BN

S 2
3
LIS
Q
Q
: S
u = Q, 2
1 - 2 .
%))
am. = W
E m &
- = 3
- N H Ny
== P H...../ :
iR a I af  §
- - >~ N
u o= .A H
| < - :
] S .n R
........ 11 E R = (
Al O . i 3
“ ,@ ,W,
m ™ m |
| 2 ,Z
i I S 0
= | o N
= a ..N..
p
x
I ] ;
lu
3 g %)
| A £
i a 1
H,
1 S
“ﬂ 40/
\ A
\
- 3
S 0 Q
L Q8
. S < A
< 2 Q N Q
O o N O
a B N a8 7] n a B a WM Ny’
2 R Ny
S Q
N N ko]
Q
Q S
N Q)
@)
\D)
el y ' ﬁ\u
lA

A

(SO 'H2) 1w26-,09 B

6292s

TRIM LINE



